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Saturday 3 &  
Sunday 4 September 
RUTHIN TOWN TASTER 
- A CASTLE, HOUSE AND CHURCH

A   RUTHIN CASTLE
CASTLE STREET, GRADE I LISTED BUILDING | NGR SJ123580 LL15 2NU

The old Ruthin Castle was erected as part of the English King Edward I’s plan 
to subjugate the Welsh prince, Llewelyn the Last. Begun in 1277, it survived 
the attacks of Owain Glyndwr, in 1400. 

Its royal connections were ended when parliamentary forces almost 
completely destroyed the building in 1644. Traces of its five towers, 
connecting walls and gateway remain. The new castle was built in 1826, 
extended in 1848-52, notable for its typically Victorian mock-medieval style.

 TOUR: Castle grounds and ruins of the 13th century castle and dungeon  
 MEET: In car park by front entrance

 11.00am,1.00pm and 3.00pm on both days with guided tours only 
 BOOKING: Pre-booking required Maximum 20 places per tour. 
 Ruthin Library 01824 705274  

 - suggest prior to weekend as Library only open 9.30 -12.30 on 3rd Sept
 ACCESS: Not suitable for wheelchair users, due to steps in the grounds

B   PORTH Y D R
65 CLWYD STREET, RUTHIN LL15 1HN | GRADE II* LISTED BUILDING NGR SJ120582

From the outside, Porth-y-Dwr looks like a 19th century house 
and shop, but it holds an intriguing secret. 

Dating from 1456, much of the original timber framed 
structure remains, together with Tudor and Jacobean details 
added when the Moyle family, millers to the Castle estate, 
lived in the house.

 TIME: 10.00am - 1.00pm and 2.00pm - 4.30pm  
 Saturday 3 September only

 ACCESS:  Ground floor fully accessible.  
 First floor - narrow, steep stair, low headroom.
 Numbers may be limited at any one time
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Saturday 3 &  
Sunday 4 September 
RUTHIN TOWN TASTER 
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C   CAPEL Y TABERNACL
WELL STREET, GRADE II LISTED BUILDING | NGR SJ125582

This Welsh Presbyterian chapel, originally home to Calvinistic 
Methodists, was built by Thomas Williams in 1889-91. 

The minister then was the Rev Robert Ambrose Jones 
(Emrys ap Iwan), a famous advocate of Welsh self-
government and the Welsh language. Welsh remains 
the language of worship at Y Tabernacl. Inside, pews are 
arranged like a horseshoe. 

The chapel has tracery windows under a broad hammer 
beam roof and there is an impressive array of organ pipes. 
The importance placed on preaching is emphasised by the 
ornamented pulpit; below it is the ‘Sêt-Fawr’ - Deacons’ Pew.

 TIME: Saturday 11.00am - 3.00pm 
 and Sunday 1.30pm - 4.00pm

MAP OF EVENTS
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1   RUTHIN LIBRARY
RECORD STREET, GRADE II* LISTED BUILDING | NGR SJ124581

Main information point on the day – a good place to start. This building has a past associated with 
crime and punishment: built in 1785 to house records of the Courts of Great Assize, it seemed natural 
also to use it as a County Hall, or a courthouse. As the building grew in prestige, a portico complete 
with Doric columns was added to the front during the 1860s. The court last sat here in 1974, but 
continued as a Magistrates’ Court until 1986; it was converted to a library during the early 1990s.

 TIME: 9.30am - 4.00pm. Display of local history material and Quayle award winners  
 All Library services will be available throughout the weekend. 

 TOUR: Historic tour of the library. Involves stairs so restricted accessibility 
 TIME: 11.00am on Sunday only
 BOOKING: Not required.
 ACCESS: Via ramp to library and lift to first floor. Steps to basement

2   NANTCLWYD Y DRE
CASTLE STREET, GRADE I LISTED BUILDING | NGR SJ123581

Considered to be the oldest dated timber- frame townhouse in Wales dated 1435. Nantclwyd y Dre 
has been much extended and altered, most notably by Eubule Thelwall, who, in 1693, added the front 
porch which for many is the house’s most characteristic feature.  
Free entry only for pre-booked tours. Normal admission charge if not on pre-booked tour

 GUIDED TOURS of the house and recently opened Lord’s Garden 
 TIME: Saturday 11.00am, 1.00pm & 3.00pm.  

 Sunday 11.00am & 1.00pm. Refreshments available.
 BOOKING: Pre-booking required. Maximum 25 places per tour. 

 Book Online: https://nantclwydopendoors.eventbrite.co.uk or  01824 705274
 ACCESS: Ground floor/gardens fully accessible. Steps to first floor.

3   RUTHIN GAOL
CLWYD STREET, GRADE II* LISTED BUILDING | NGR SJ121582 

The gaol originated as a ‘house of correction’ in 1654. In 1774, the local magistrates ‘sensible of the 
miserable state of the ancient prison, in compassion for the unfortunate’ built a new prison, which was 
extended in 1803 and 1812. A four-storey block, modelled on Pentonville Prison in London, was added 
in 1867-8. It ceased to be a prison in 1916 and was used, among other things, as a munitions factory. 
Free entry only for pre-booked tours. Normal admission charge for inside Gaol

 TOUR: Outdoor guided tour only (45 minutes) with prison warder. Find out about the  
 architecture and history of the Gaol and its uses throughout different periods of history 

 TIME: Saturday, 11.00am, 1.00pm & 3.00pm. Sunday 11.00am & 1.00pm
 BOOKING: Pre-booking required. Maximum 25 places per tour.  

 Book Online: https://ruthingaolopendoors.eventbrite.co.uk or  01824 705274
 ACCESS: Fully accessible (outside and inside)

Saturday 10 & Sunday 11 September 
RUTHIN TOWN 
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4   RUTHIN CRAFT CENTRE
PARK ROAD | NGR SJ125585 

The new centre is located on the existing site in its own landscape. It is a dynamic zinc and cast 
stone building with undulating roofs to echo the surrounding Clwydian Hills. The Craft Centre now 
houses three new galleries with changing exhibition programmes throughout the year in a stunning 
contemporary building. The craft centre reached the final four in the race for the Art Fund Prize 2009. 

 10am-5.30pm, Fully accessible
 Drop-in Workshop: Artists in residence as part of Helfa Gelf North Wales open studio event
 TIME: Saturday 1.00pm - 4.00pm
 BOOKING: No booking required. Free. Suitable for all ages

 TALK: Let’s Think About Curating - with textile curator June Hill.  
 Illustrated talk followed by a gallery tour of the ‘wit’ of the stitch.

 TIME: Saturday 2.00pm - 3.45pm
 BOOKING: Pre-booking required. Phone Craft Centre 01824 704774

 WORKSHOP: Join artist Jane McCormack to look at architecture in Ruthin.  
 Informal and fun, you will learn to look at the details of the rich heritage  
 of Ruthin’s buildings and put marks on paper. 
 MEET: At the Craft Centre and walk into town. If raining meet at St Peter’s Church.  
 Sketchbook and some materials will be provided.You are also welcome to bring your own
 Sponsored by Graham Holland Associates, Architects and Historic Buildings Consultants

 TIME: Sunday 2.00pm - 4.00pm
 BOOKING: Pre-booking required. Phone Craft Centre 01824 704774

This is part of a 4 week workshop. Over four weeks in September the oldest buildings in 
Ruthin will feature including St Peter’s Church, St Meugan’s Llanrhydd, and St Mwrog and 
St Mary’s Llanfwrog. To book for other workshops also contact Craft Centre.

5   ST PETER’S CHURCH & PRECINCT
ST PETER’S SQUARE, GRADE I LISTED BUILDING | NGR SJ123583

The present building started life in 1310, and follows the local practice of having two naves, as well as 
a chancel and central tower. The timber roofs, decorated with heraldry, badges and carved flowers, 
were added during the 15th century, but the spire only in 1854. The Old Cloisters, where the clergy 
used to live, date from 1310, and have a vaulted undercroft. The main gates at Chirk Castle are also 
by the Davies Brothers. 

 10.00am - 4.00pm both days. Sunday service 10.30am -11.30am  
 ACCESS: Fully accessible / The Parish Records will be on display.
 WORKSHOP: Join artist Jane McCormack to sketch St Peter’s Church.  

 For full details see Ruthin Craft Centre entry
 MEET: At the Craft Centre and walk into town. If raining meet at St Peter’s Church

 TIME: Sunday 2.00pm - 4.00pm
 BOOKING: Pre- booking required.  Craft Centre 01824 704774

Saturday 10 & Sunday 11 September 
RUTHIN TOWN 

Unless stated otherwise, where PRE-BOOKING of TOURS / WALKS 
REQUIRED, please    Ruthin Library on 01824 705274
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6   CAPEL PENDREF
WELL STREET, GRADE II* LISTED BUILDING | NGR SJ124582

Capel Pendref (Congregational) is the oldest chapel in Ruthin. It,reached its present form in 
1875 and has an elegant bow front constructed from large blocks of ashlar and a Tuscan porch. 
Inside a gallery runs on three sides under a floral ceiling

 TIME: Saturday, 11.00am - 4.00pm. Sunday 2.00pm - 4.00pm
 ACCESS: Step at pavement. Restricted access 

7   CAPEL BATHAFARN
MARKET STREET, GRADE II LISTED BUILDING | NGR SJ124584

Bathafarn Chapel was built in 1868 for £200 to replace Mill Chapel, the original place of 
worship for the Wesleyans in the town. It was built in memory of the Rev Edward Jones, the 
pioneer of Wesleyanism in Wales, who lived at Bathafarn Farm. Designed by Richard Owens 
of Liverpool in a sub-classical style, it is constructed in red brick with yellow sandstone details. 
There is room for some 450 to sit easily in the Chapel.

 TIME: Saturday & Sunday 11.00am - 4.00pm        ACCESS: Restricted access 

8   ENGLISH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
WYNNSTAY ROAD | NGR SJ124582 

The chapel building was officially opened and dedicated on 18th May 1893. The building is in 
“pure gothic” style. There are interesting stained glass windows given “in memoriam” and are 
designed in an unusual style for a non-conformist building.There will be a small exhibition and 
a stall with home-made preserves. Also cakes and refreshments for visitors

 TIME: Saturday 11.00am - 4.00pm and Sunday 11.30am - 4.00pm. 
 ACCESS: Disabled access to all areas 

9   ROSE COTTAGE
15 RHOS STREET | GRADE II LISTED BUILDING  | NGR SJ128582 

Rose Cottage is a timber-framed hall house retaining some of its original wattle and daub. 
The original building had only three rooms, indicating that it would have been occupied 
by a less wealthy family. Improvements have been made, including the installation of a 
timber-framed fireplace in the late 17th century, but, by the middle of the 20th century, 
Rose Cottage was in a dilapidated state. Restored in 2000, this achievement was recognised 
by the Civic Trust for Wales, and RADCA who awarded the Quayle Award in 2002.

 TIME: Saturday & Sunday 11.00am - 3.00pm        ACCESS: Restricted access 

10   THE WYNNSTAY
WELL STREET, RUTHIN GRADE II LISTED BUILDING  | NGR SJ 125 582

16th Century origins remodelled in the 17th Century and 19th Century 
additions made. Formerly the Cross Foxes Inn, a large coaching inn for mail and 
passengers, associated with the Watkin Williams Wynn family. Cross Foxes is one 
of their heraldic emblems.

 TIME: Saturday & Sunday 11.00am - 4.00pm
 ACCESS: unsuitable for wheelchair users
 TOURS: 11.00am, 12.00, 2.00pm & 3.00pm 

 BOOKING: Pre-booking required. 12 places per tour.
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11   WAYFARER
WELL ST., RUTHIN GRADE II LISTED BUILDING  | LL15 1AN NGR SJ 125582

Black and white fronted timber property, parts of which date back to the 1500s, 
which formed part of the stables and coach house which was originally part of 
the former Cross Foxes Inn (later known as the Wynnstay Arms). The building was 
joined to the coaching inn by an archway and used as a tack room.

   TIME: Saturday 10.00am to 5.00pm & Sunday 11.00am - 4.00pm

12   SIOP NAIN 
C15-16 timber-framed building dating back to 1490. From 1860, Isaac Clark printed the first copies of 
the Welsh National anthem here, in the old printers workshop to the rear. Cafe with meals, afternoon 
teas available

 TIME: Saturday 9.00am - 4.00pm & Sunday10.00am - 4.00pm

13   RUTHIN MEMORIES TOUR
 A short guided walk (about 1 hour) around the town to discover stories of the past. The walk 

provides an opportunity to share stories and memories as well. The Mayor, Councillor Geraint 
Woolford, will be accompanying us on the tour. 

 TIME: Saturday 10.00am  MEET: At St Peter’s Church gates
 BOOKING: Pre-booking required. Maximum 20 places

1   ST MARY & MWROG’S CHURCH, LLANFWROG 
GRADE II* LISTED BUILDING | NGR SJ 115 578  |  LL15 2AD

Christian worship has taken place here since the 6th century, when 
Mwrog (a little known Celtic saint) first proclaimed the Gospel in this 
part of the world. The building has been restored many times in its long 
history, the latest restoration being in 1999, when the church was made 
more ‘user friendly’ for the new century. 

 ACCESS: Fully accessible via gate entrance past the church.  
 The Parish Records will be on display.

 TIME: Saturday 10.00am - 4.00pm and Sunday 2.00pm - 4.00pm. Service at 11.00am. 

2   ST MEUGAN’S, LLANRHYDD
GRADE I LISTED BUILDING | NGR SJ140577  | LL15 2UT

St Meugan’s is the mother church of Ruthin, long predating St Peter’s in the centre of town. There 
may have been a church building on this site from the 7th century, and we know the name of the 
first rector, Bleddyn ap David, installed in 1390, but the present building dates only from the 15th 
century. The Thelwall family, also connected with Nantclwyd y Dre, owned nearby Bathafarn House, 
and the monument to John Thelwall (died 1586) and his wife Jane (1585), with their ten sons and 
four daughters each holding skulls is very fine, if rather gruesome.

 TIME: Saturday & Sunday 1.00pm - 4.00pm
 ACCESS: Fully accessible. The Parish Records will be on display.

AROUND RUTHIN ... Saturday 10 & Sunday 11 September
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3   ST ELIDAN’S CHURCH, LLANELIDAN 
NGR SJ109 505  | LL15 2TP

St Elidan’s Church, Llanelidan is a medieval double-aisled church in the Vale 
of Clwyd. The 14th century building, with remnants of medieval stained 
glass and early Tudor wood carving, stands in the remains of a once circular 
enclosure, marked by elderly yew trees, that dates from considerably earlier.
Remains of the ancient preaching cross are built into a set of stone steps. There is a tomb etched with 
a verse about its mysterious owner. Coch Bach y Bala is buried in another grave. 

 TIME: Saturday 10.00am - 5.00pm - Flower Festival. Refreshments served from 2.00 - 5.00pm
 ACCESS: Access to church includes descent of steps, although access into vestry  

 room is possible without steps. Access around churchyard on tarmac paths. 

FREE MEDIEVAL FAIR
Crafts stalls, medieval re-enactors, birds of prey, refreshments and live music from a range of 
performers. If you fancy joining in with the theme please do come in medieval dress!

 TIME: Sunday 12.00noon - 5.00pm. Parking available in field opposite church.

4   ST MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS CHURCH, EFENECHTYD
 NGR SJ11162 55801 | LL15 2PW

Evidence suggests that the church is of celtic origin, built on the site of a ‘Llan’, and may have been 
a monastery, ministry or hermitage, originally. It is the second smallest church in the diocese, first 
recorded in 1253. Interesting features include the ancient entrance door complete with original 
latch, hinges and door knocker. Inside are interesting memorials, and English Gothic East Window 
(1290-1350), 16th Century roof timbers, and the remains of early wall paintings – very precious, 
and the unique wooden font. Over time there have been alterations and restoration, the East 
window was re-glazed in 1984, made in the Ruthin Craft Centre.

 TIME: Saturday & Sunday 10.00am - 5.00pm          ACCESS: Fully accessible

5   EFENECHTYD HISTORIC BUILDINGS TOUR
A walking guided tour in Efenechtyd, taking in the Georgian house Plas yn Llan, The Old Rectory, 
and Blackamoor which was once an Inn. These properties are near each other, and the short tour is 
suitable for wheelchairs. 

 Home-made refreshments available after the tour.
 TIME: Saturday 3.00pm.  MEET: St Michael and All Angels Church.
 BOOKING: No booking required. 
 ACCESS: Suitable for wheelchairs.

6   ST MARY’S CHURCH, DERWEN
GRADE I LISTED BUILDING NGR SJ070 507 | LL21 9RU

This 13th century church is principally renowned for the Rood screen, complete with loft, and arched 
braced roof, both 15th or early 16th century. The Font is dated 1665, and there are two good Victorian 

stained glass windows. The richly carved foliage and delicate tracery of the rood 
screen and loft are tribute to the skills of medieval Welsh carpenters. Outside is a 
very fine 15th century Preaching Cross. The Lychgate has a schoolroom above it. 
The double bell-cote is dated 1688. St Mary’s has been in the care of The Friends of 
Friendless Churches Society since 2001, following redundancy.

 TIME: Saturday and Sunday 10.00am - 5.00pm.  
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7   EYARTH STATION GUEST HOUSE 
LLANFAIR D.C.  |  NGR SJ131 557LL152EE 

Old Railway station converted to a B&B. Situated on the Denbigh, Ruthin and Corwen Railway, the 
station opened in October 1864.The last train ran through the station in 1964. Many of the station’s 
original features have survived.  

 TIME: 10.30am - 3.30pm Sunday only
 BOOKING: Pre booked required. Maximum 10 places per hourly tour.  

 Tour followed by refreshments.  (owner) Michelle Cunningham 01824 703643.
 ACCESS: Four steps at the front entrance to the ground floor

DIRECTIONS: From Ruthin take the A525 towards Wrexham. After 1.5 miles take right 
turn(unnamed lane) second entrance on the right.

8   T  BRITH, PWLLGLAS
GRADE II LISTED BUILDING LL15  2PL  NGR SJ111528

A beautiful black and white half-timbered property known locally as the 
Hansel & Gretel House. Originally a farmhouse, the house dates back to the 
late16th/early17th century and is a good example of regional Elizabethan 
decorative timber framing. 
Tour the property, beamed inglenook, outside bread oven. Tea/coffee & cake.

 TIME: 10.00am - 4.00pm Saturday only
 BOOKING: No booking required. 

DIRECTIONS: Situated on A494 on the road towards Bala about 1.4 miles outside Pwllglas on 
right hand side. Parking available on site and adjacent property

9   WOODLANDS HALL, BONTUCHEL
NGR SJ 090 574  |  LL15 2AN 

The present building was constructed circa 1870. However there has been a building on the site for 
many hundreds of years & deeds show there was once a traditional Welsh long cottage here. 

 TIME: 10.00am - 6.00pm both days
 ACCESS: Good access to ground floors. Stairs to upper floors

DIRECTIONS: Turn onto Mwrog Street/A494. At roundabout 
continue straight onto B5105 (Cyffylliog) After Cross Keys public 
house turn right (brown sign to Woodlands Hall) towards Bontuchel. 
After a mile, look out for sign on your left to Woodlands Hall. 

10   HENGOED, BONTUCHEL
GRADE II* LISTED BUILDING NGR SJ 090 581

Hengoed is an early 15th Century Cruck Hall House, dated between 1438 and 1447. “Discovered” in 
2005, having been used as an agricultural building for over 100 years. The site has been occupied as 
a residence since at least the early 14th century.  The timber framework of the building is remarkably 
complete, the full complement of five cruck trusses defining the four bays of the house having survived.
The oak used was some 500 years old at felling, the oldest recorded in any building in the British Isles.

 TIME: 12.00, 2.00pm, 3.00pm Sunday only
 BOOKING:  Pre booked required. Maximum 25 places per hourly tour

DIRECTIONS: Directions - start as for Woodlands Hall but do not take turning to the Hall. 
Take next turning on the right about 1/10th mile further on. Hengoed is located about 50 
yards down this lane on your left (wooden estate gate, stile and footpath sign)
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11   ST DYFNOG’S CHURCH, LLANRHAEADR Y. C.
NGR SJ 082 635  |   LL16 4NL

Medieval parish church with fine Jesse window dated 1533 - a visual 
representation in stained glass of the family tree of Jesus Christ. This spot 
has been a holy place of worship since the sixth century - St Dyfnog’s cell. 

The oldest part of the church as it now stands is the tower, which dates 
from the thirteenth century; the body of the church is from the fifteenth century, and is of a pattern 
frequently found in this part of the country, the nave being in two equal portions - eglwys dwbl. 

 TIME: Saturday 10.00am - 5.00pm. Sunday services are matins at 11:15am 
 and Welsh Communion - Cymun Bendigaid - at 3:00pm, each lasting about 45 minutes

 ACCESS: Disabled access   Tea/coffee available.

 Other PLACES OF INTEREST in the village

ST DYFNOG’S WELL
A 18 inches deep rectangular stone bath fed from hillside springs. By late middle ages this 
spring was amongst the most renowned Welsh holy well. 

 Access: Accessible with great care from gateway from churchyard then woodland footpath. 

ANVIL POTTERY
In old village smithy over 200 years old

 Time: Saturday 10.00am - 5.00pm

KING’S HEAD
16th century coaching inn

 Time: Saturday 12.00 -2.00pm and Sunday 12 - 3.00pm for lunches and refreshments.

24 – 25 September
Denbigh Open Doors

www.visitdenbigh.co.uk

@OpenDoorsDC

07946 496774

www.facebook.com 
/opendoorsdenbighshire

Also CADW properties  
in Denbighshire

For more information visit 

http://cadw.gov.wales/events

Pick up a copy of 
this booklet to have 
self guided tours 
around Ruthin.

Available at Ruthin 
Library & Craft 
Centre TIP.

Booklet produced by 
Ruthin and District 
Civic Association.


