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Will Barclay’s decision to 
close further reduce 
Ruthin to little more than 
a large village?
It's hard to feign surprise at the April 20th 
closure of our branch of Barclay’s. It’s just 
one more in a string of such events that 
seems to have afflicted our high streets. It 
follows the closure of our Nat West and yet, 
let’s face it, life after the Nat West has gone 
on. It may be inconvenient and sometimes 
wet & cold to queue without a seat on a 
Thursday morning for the Nat West van but 
there are alternatives such as depositing 
and withdrawing at the post office. 

We live in a rural area and for Barclay’s 
customers, as it is already for those of the 
Nat West, it will mean a 22-mile return 
journey to their nearest branches—and 
who knows whether and if these will last. 
The closures will inevitably take footfall 
away from Ruthin. 

The majority of us seem to prefer our 
banking in ways that no longer require a 
building. We might not like it but it’s a fact. 
As with everything else—milk deliveries 
versus supermarkets, public telephone 
kiosks versus portable phones, and so 
on—can we halt progress for a dwindling 
minority who prefer the old ways?

Barclay’s states that only about 100 people 
exclusively use their Ruthin branch. Of 
course people use other branches—isn’t 
that the point of a network? 

Over many years, we have seen services 
degrade. Where did the building societies 
go? What happened to the choice of 
clothes and shoe shops, 
now diminished. We 
once had at least one 
travel agent. There’s not 
a cobbler or locksmith in 
sight. It’s hard to find a 
shop anywhere near 
Ruthin selling the 
humble CD. 

Our lives are changing 
and will continue to do 
so. The old certainties 
have gone and with 
them the banks. Banks 
were once the 
cornerstone of our high 
streets.

Once, Ruthinians could buy new family 
cars in town. It's ironic that, today, we find 
ourselves ever more reliant on our motor 
cars, yet we have no garage selling such 
mainstream vehicles (newly-established 
Redstone Cars for Subarus sells in a niche, 
with less than 0.2% market share). Other 
than for Subaru, we have to venture to 

Ellesmere Port, Wrexham, Chester or 
Llandudno for main dealer choice. 
Fortunately, we still have a Ford retail 
dealer at Pentre Llanrhaeadr. 

Returning to the banks themselves, 
perhaps Ruthin customers of the Nat West 
and Barclay’s should now consider 
switching to the HSBC. At least, that way, 
we can try to safeguard the last bank in 
town. Otherwise, where would we be? 

There’s a word of warning here, though, as 
HSBC axed more UK branches in 2017 
than any other bank or building society, 
accounting for over 25 per cent of closures. 
Perhaps it’s a conspiracy theory but there’s 
a nagging rumour persisting that Barclay’s 
accelerated its Ruthin closure to avoid 
being the very last in town. We need to 
keep Ruthin’s HSBC building alive & its 
banking hall in use. HSBC has denied it will 
close.

Meanwhile, what is likely to become of 
Barclay’s Exemewe House which, let's face 
it, would be difficult to convert to any other 
use. It isn’t “old” like the Nat West but it is a 
fine building that may prove hard to fill. 

See p5 for “Ruthin’s Place in 
Banking History” & “Exemewe 
Hall: a short history”
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With part of the upper floor of the Nat West remaining 
internally illuminated over six months after it closed…

…would the last 
bank to leave please 
turn out the lights

The Ruthin & District Civic Association was formed in March 1988 and with this 
issue we celebrate 30 years by looking back and looking forward—pp 2, 6, 7
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Looking forward 30 years, 
in the light of inevitable 
changes, the Texas Chain 
Store Manager thinks we 
should be considering the 
shape of the town centre 
for the next three decades, 
right now

We all know that shopping habits 
continue to change. Online sales march 
forward at the expense of the high street. 
Large chains we once thought were rock-
solid have struggled and some have 
downsized or even closed. 

It’s as well Ruthin has a large proportion 
of independent and family businesses. 
January’s Welsh Retail and Leisure 
Trends report indicates that towns with 
larger proportions of such traders are 
doing better—or at least treading water.

Yet, footfall in Wales’ market towns 
continues to decline and, if this applies to 
Ruthin as elsewhere, we can expect a 
fall of up to 10 per cent p.a. That’s a 
frightening prospect. With it, at some 
point or another, there will inevitably be a 
restructuring of Ruthin’s own retail offer. 
Two fewer town banks will not help. 

What do we do with the inevitable 
result—town centre gaps? One response 
is to convert buildings from retail to 
residential use. This is not a new process 
in Ruthin: over the years, a large number 
of pubs have found their way into homes 
and so have a few former shops. 

Even Tesco recognises 
this. Its March 2005 
retail statement 
accompanying its 
Ruthin store planning 
application stated that 
Ruthin town centre 
was “spread over a 
relatively wide area 
due to there being a 
large proportion of 
housing inter-
dispersed with main 
shopping frontages”. 

In particular, Clwyd 
Street has a high 
percentage of such 
residences 
interspersed with 
shops. Castle & 
Market Streets are 

largely residential, of course.

Would we rather see unsightly gaps or 
should we begin planning for some 
changes we will probably encounter, to 
make Ruthin as attractive as possible for 
shoppers and for those who do or might 
chose to live here? 

The appeal of town centre living, 
especially in a conservation area such as 
Ruthin, is obvious. Having more people 
live in the centre of town can surely be 
nothing other than a good thing.

Yet, if shop units indeed reduce and find 
themselves converted to homes, there is 
one major obstacle: living with town 
centre traffic. 

Current and potential properties tend to 
abut directly onto the footway with no so-
called “defendable space”. As such, they 
are likely to suffer from road noise and 
speed associated with motor vehicles. 

Yet, January & February have seen gas-
related road closures in Ruthin. When 
the machines stop digging, the quiet of 
traffic-free roads is palpable. The 
environment completely changes. 

Traffic noise is already an issue affecting 
those who live in town. If motor car 
battery technology continues to develop, 
as it surely must, in time, noise will be 
less of a problem and, in any case, the 
UK government has stated that there will 
be no new diesel or petrol cars available 
in 22 years’ time. 

Battery propelled cars will, however, 
accelerate faster than those with an 
internal combustion engine and this will 

not in itself cure the other 
downside of the motor car: 
perceived traffic speeds.

The police deny that there is a speeding 
issue in Ruthin. In October 2017, they 
reported that the 85th percentile for town 
centre speeds was 28 mph. 

The police will take no action unless the 
85th percentile in a 30 mph zone is 35 or 
more. Is 28 or indeed 30 mph actually 
appropriate in town? Irrespective of 
whether people are living in town, might 
20 mph be at the upper end of 
acceptability? It’s not about absolute but 
appropriate speed. (A 20 mph maximum 
could equally apply to our housing 
estates, by the way). 

In order to tackle traffic and to establish a 
town centre fully fit for residential AND 
retail use, we may need to be more 
proactive than we have been. 

Should we see more road space devoted 
to pedestrians, if not completely, then to 
a substantial degree? Does the priority 
need to change to favour pedestrians 
and those who live in the town centre? 
Could the Square be sorted out in favour 
of a new more pedestrian-friendly 
space? 

We should not tip out the baby with the 
bathwater, though. Retailers and 
businesses need footfall and they also 
need deliveries to survive & function. 
There needs to be an adequate balance. 
Where, currently, does the equilibrium 
between people—whether shoppers or 
town centre residents—and vehicles lie? 
Does it favour traffic? Should we 
consider this NOW, while we have the 

chance and while 
the town centre is 
relatively intact, 
healthy and 
thriving? 

During the next 30 
years, possibly 
even in as little as a 
decade, the town 
will most likely be 
very different. Time 
is therefore of the 
essence and we 
don’t need to miss 
an opportunity to 
change things. 

Should we be 
campaigning on 
this issue?

Time for a Re-think? 
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Castle Street & Market Street are largely residential and, above, 
Clwyd Street is punctuated by residencies
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Who’d have thought that 
council houses would be 
back on the cards. 
BOBBY FEELEY explains
Denbighshire became one of 22 
unitary authorities in 1996. At that 
time, any income derived from the 
“right to buy” council house scheme 
had to be passed to central 
government. During the next few 
years, around half the councils in 
Wales opted to transfer their 
remaining council houses to housing 
associations.  

In 2014, legislation was adopted by 
the Welsh Government which enabled 
the councils across Wales that had 
retained their housing stock to buy 
themselves out of this arrangement. 

Denbighshire decided to do so, which 
means Denbighshire has been able to 
retain the income from its housing 
and reinvest and modernise existing 
houses and build new homes to be let 
at a “social” rent which is determined 
by the Welsh Government. 

Denbighshire’s new Corporate Plan, 
2017-2022 commits to deliver 170 
new Council homes across the county 
during its term of office.

In March 2017, Welsh ministers 
approved the suspension of 
Denbighshire's “right to buy” 
arrangements. This has given the 
Council greater confidence that any 
new Council homes it builds will not 
be lost from its stock because tenants 
will no longer be able to buy their  
properties. 

Another recent change in 
Denbighshire has been the 
introduction in April 2017 of a “single 
access route to housing” that enables 
people in need of social housing to 
register on just one list which covers 
both the council and all the housing 
associations operating in the county. 
This obviously makes the process 
much simpler for prospective tenants  
and it also gives the housing 
providers a much more accurate 
picture of what type of homes people 
need and where these should be 
provided. 

In the Ruthin area, the overwhelming 
requirement currently is for smaller 
homes in the town itself with about 60 
per cent of people on the waiting list 
wanting one bedroom properties and 
only about 15 per cent requiring 

properties with three or more 
bedrooms. The people looking for 
social rented homes in the Ruthin 
area currently represent around five 
per cent of the total list for 
Denbighshire but these figures are 
constantly updated as people find 
homes or move in or out of the area.

Unfortunately, because of the high 
proportion of council houses in Ruthin 
previously sold through the “right to 
buy” legislation, there is not a great 
deal of opportunity to redevelop 
council owned housing land in the 
town to provide new homes, e.g. 
through the possibility to develop sites 
from older properties with large 
gardens. 

The Council is therefore currently 
looking at other land in the town for 
accommodating small in-fill residential 
developments. This review will in the 
first instance include land already 
owned by the council and its partners 
which is currently vacant or used for 
other purposes.  

The imminent relocation of Ysgol Pen 
Barras and Rhos Street School to the 
new site at Glasdir could provide an 
opportunity for part of this three-acre 
site to accommodate a small amount 
of residential development, along with 
other ideas currently being assessed.   
It is very early days as yet and the 
site will of course be subject to 
satisfactory site/building 
investigations, which would be 
required to determine the feasibility 
for any type of development.  Any 
proposal would be subject to a full 
consultation and subject to a 
satisfactory planning application 
result.

Further development for older people 
will be happening over the next five 
years on the Awelon/Llys Awelon site 
in the centre of town, with a further 35 
apartments making a total of around 
56. In addition, this development will 
include respite care and a new 
community centre for the wider use of 
Ruthin residents.

21st Century Council Housing Library Update
The County Council has 
decided that closure of the 
library building (see T & A, 
December 2017) and the 
relocation of the lending library 
to County Hall is currently not 
feasible. 

The Association’s committee 
has been vigorous in its 
opposition to the proposed 
closure of the library building, 
the Old Courthouse. 

We have met with the senior 
manager responsible for 
council buildings; and 
corresponded with our MP, 
county councillors and the 
Head of Assets. The 
Association’s view was that the 
building should not become 
empty and be left without a 
use, and the county council 
now seems to agree.

The County Council’s asset 
management team was 
similarly concerned at the 
number of historic buildings 
already empty in town, citing 
two banks and the Council’s 
own 46 Clwyd Street (the 
frontage of the Old Gaol). They 
could also have mentioned a 
number of long-term unlet 
shop units.

A council officer said, “Rather 
than add to this empty building 
stock in the town, it has been 
decided that now is not the 
right time to progress with the 
proposed relocation”. 

While the County Council 
reserves the right to review this 
decision in the future, its own 
initial appraisal suggests that, 
in the current market, “finding 
an alternative occupier for the 
[library] building could prove 
difficult”. 

What is most encouraging is 
that the County Council will 
now focus its efforts on finding 
an alternative use for 46 Clwyd 
Street; developing a strategy 
for Ysgolion Pen Barras & 
Rhos Street (for possible uses, 
see left); and considering 
options to improve the use and 
occupation of County Hall 
itself. All this must surely be 
welcomed.
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Education moves up a 
gear at Glasdir, explains 
BOBBY FEELEY, as part 
of the County Council’s 
£90m five year 
investment in schools 
A significant new landmark on the Ruthin 
horizon comes into use in April when pupils 
from Rhos Street School and Ysgol Pen 
Barras make the move from their existing 
base on Rhos Street to their new purpose 
built premises at Glasdir, Ruthin. This site will 
be highly visible to visitors to the town from 
the north via the A525 and the design, 
developed by Denbighshire and Wynne 
Construction in partnership with architects 
Lovelock Mitchell, will change the landscape 
for learning in the town.

The existing site has seen the delivery of 
education since 1840 through its various 
guises and in particular since the 1930’s when 
the site was used for local authority 
education. A further change occurred in 1984 
with the successful establishment of Ysgol 
Pen Barras to deliver Welsh medium 
education, and the growth in demand has 
seen the addition of mobile classrooms and 
created immense pressure on this small 
crowded site. This situation led to 10 acres of 
land at Glasdir being included in the local plan 
back in the 1990s. It has taken twenty years 
and a lot of commitment by Denbighshire 
Councillors to progress building the new 
schools through the 21st Century Schools 
Programme in partnership with Welsh 
Government and will cost around £11.2million. 
Work started in January 2017 and will be 
completed by March 2018.

The project has included significant earth 
works to ensure that the building was raised 
above the existing ground level and has been 
designed  to ensure that the new School will 
be flood neutral and not have any negative 
implications in the area. The modelling work 
undertaken by Ruthin based company 
Waterco demonstrated that the site design 
would have an overall positive impact on the 
local area.  The level of the new school has 
been raised by between one and two metres 
and the design included measures to ensure 
any surplus water would gradually disperse 
naturally.  Waterco’s conclusions were that 
previously Glasdir was a one in a hundred 
year risk. It is now better than one in a 
thousand years.

As part of this work, prior to Christmas, 
anyone passing by the site close to Denbigh 

Road may have noticed large excavation 
works. This work was the installation of flood 
alleviation tanks (right) to hold rainwater and 
to release this water into the drainage at a 
reduced rate, again as a mitigation measure 
to improve matters for the local area.

The building itself was constructed with 
structural insulated panels produced by 
Innovare. The individual panels were 
manufactured off site and this method of off-
site construction is considered to be more 
cost effective and can meet higher standards 
of sustainability. The individual panels were 
then assembled together on site to produce 
the building. In July pupils were able to see at 
first-hand how the panels were joined 
together to form their new building.  

As part of the funding conditions with the 
Welsh Government the building is required to 
meet a standard known as BREEAM 
Excellent.  This has ensured a strong focus 
on sustainability for the delivery of the project 
at the initial design stage through to the 
construction and future operation of the 
building.

Denbighshire and Wynne Construction have 
worked closely with the two schools to enable 
the majority of children to visit the new site 
before the new schools open, enabling the 
pupils to see the construction site and the 
works being undertaken to gain a better 
understanding of their new home for learning.  

Once completed, the site will enable Rhos 
Street School and Ysgol Pen Barras to 
function as two separate schools on a 
purpose built shared site. Overall, the site will 
be nearly three times larger than the existing 
one and includes a large shared car park and 
entrance plaza, but the schools will have their 
own designated areas of learning. All of the 
foundation classrooms will have direct access 
to the external learning environment and the 
installation of Wi-fi through the building will 
encourage the greater use of technology for 
learners.

In addition to the indoor learning area, the 

sites have designated external learning areas, 
including habitat areas for children to develop 
their awareness of the environment. Both 
schools will have their own playground areas 
including mini pitches while a larger playing 
field and multi-use games area will be shared 
between the two schools.

It is hoped that an open event for local 
residents will be held after the site is handed 
over to Denbighshire, before Easter. This will 
be a great opportunity for the neighbours to 
the site to see at first hand the completed 
works and Denbighshire appreciates the co-
operation of local residents during the works 
being progressed.

The move will take place over the Easter 
holiday period. The decant from the old to the 
new will take place with the learning 
resources being packed away ready for the 
short journey across town to ensure that the 
Glasdir site is ready for business for the 
summer term. The new school will open for 
pupils on Tuesday 10th April.

For many, there will be great sadness that the 
buildings on Rhos Street which will have seen 
education delivered from the site for so long  
are no longer used. For the future learners of 
Ruthin the opening of the new site will 
nevertheless represent a significant change to 
their horizons and perhaps may inspire some 
of the current pupils to become the designers 
or site managers of the future.

Three Cheers for Glasdir

In March, Civic Association members will 
have an opportunity to take a look inside 
the new schools—see Events, p12.
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It’s sad to see Barclay’s Bank closing, but it is 
just another chapter in the long history of a 
site where at least two previous buildings 
stood and housed a home, an inn and a shop 
before becoming a bank. It resembles a 
mediæval half-timber building, but Barclay’s 
Bank demolished the old Exmewe Hall in the 
late 1920s and replaced it with the present 
copy. It has a splendid site and the mediæval 
building was built to impress and size, height 
and the novelty of the construction methods 
were all used to achieve this. 

The Earliest Owners

The earliest identifiable owners were the 
Rowells, who were followed by the 
Sergeants. In 1402, John le Sergeant’s 
daughter, Sybilla, inherited the Exmewe Hall 
site. She married Thomas Exmewe, whose 
family was involved in the leather industry. No 
evidence has been found for the building of 
Exmewe Hall, but it was possibly built by the 
Exmewes, who were wealthy and the last, Sir 
Thomas Exmewe, became a leading 
goldsmith and Lord Mayor of London.

The Tudor House

Sir Thomas Exmewe sold all his interests in 
Ruthin to Edward ap Thomas (Goodman) in 
1518/9. The Goodmans lived at Exmewe Hall 
until they left Ruthin and, by 1604, were a 
gentry family at Merllyn in the parish of 
Llanfair. The Goodmans lived in some style. 
The parlour was adorned with family portraits. 
Parts of the house were wainscotted, there 
were cisterns to store water and the windows 

were leaded and glazed.

The house was remembered in the Goodman 
family in 1671, a generation after they had 
left Ruthin, as Exmewe Hall—‘Exmewe 
House’ only appears in recent times.

It was probably expanded between 1548 and 
1579, but the former Beehive on the south, 
which survives to this day, remained in 
separate ownership until the eighteenth 
century. In 1599, the Goodmans bought the 
large property at the rear.

Stuart and Georgian Developments

In 1675, the house was sold to Ruthin 
mercer, John Price, where he ran a shop and 
the King’s Arms, the classiest inn in late 
Stuart Ruthin. It is likely that the building 
gradually became known to all as “The King’s 
Arms” or “John Price’s shop”.

In 1715, Exmewe Hall held eight businesses 
including an ironmonger, a mercer, a barber, 
a grocer, a butcher and a smith with an inn. 
In 1718, Robert Myddelton bought for £300. 
The King’s Arms became a house and shops 
in 1760. The rear buildings stretching down 
Clwyd Street as far as the Castle Bell, 
became the Llandegla meat market in the 
mid-eighteenth century and were replaced by 
today’s mock-tudor houses and shops in 
1878-1881.

Victorian Chemists

Throughout the Victorian period, chemists 

shared the frontage of Exmewe Hall with a 
draper’s shop. Around 1856, William Rouw 
became the chemist and provided supplies 
to the gaol and the Castle estate. He and his 
son, Theodore, sold soda water and ginger 
beer, essence of ginger, lead, starch, paint, 
oils and turpentine. They became the local 
agents for patent 
medicines and 
branded goods, 
including tea. The 
Rouws also made 
perfume using 
the local 
lavender crop 
sold as 
“Perfume of the 
Vale” and 
“Rouw’s 
Lavender 
Water”.

The Rouws 
became 
wealthy and influential. 
William Rouw was a magistrate, and both he 
and Theodore served on the borough 
council, and Theodore was mayor for two 
years, captain of the borough fire service, 
welcomed the Prince of Wales to his shop in 
1899 and received a royal warrant.

The business continued into the 1920s when 
Barclay’s Bank bought the chemist’s portion 
of Exmewe Hall and demolished it and had 
replaced it with the present replica by 1928. 
They relocated their branch from Clwyd 
Street to the Square.

Exemewe Hall: a Short History by Gareth Evans

DEREK JONES Writes
It could hardly be more relevant! Ruthin was 
not only a pioneer in the formation of local 
banks in the UK, but also part of a boom in 
opening up the service, which took place in 
the 1830s. 

It’s a very interesting story—and one that we 
should remember and perhaps use as a 
cautionary tale at a time when the town 
seems likely to lose a second of its three high 
street banks in a matter of months.

A high street was where my story begins—43 
High Street, Wrexham. I had often passed it 
without a second glance, apart from noticing 
what I thought was a sign designating it as 
“The New South Wales Bank”. What on earth 
had New South Wales got to do with 
Wrexham except in very general terms?

It was careless observation on my part, but I 
can now set the record straight. Looking 
again a few weeks ago, I saw that the sign 
actually read, “The North and South Wales 
Bank”. That made much more sense, but I 
knew nothing about it.

Further research showed that what became 
known colloquially as “The Wales Bank” 
began, in 1836, in James Street, Liverpool. 
Existing bankers called attention to “the 
needs of extensive and important mining, 
manufacturing and agricultural districts in 
Wales”. 

They noticed that “the proprietors of collieries, 
mining and smelting works are reduced to the 
necessity of doing most of their banking out 
of the district” (does that ring any bells?), 
“and, in some cases, of submitting to the 
inconvenience of being their own bankers”.

The idea of having local banks took off.  
Eleven of them were founded between May 
and September 1836 alone. Bishop’s Castle 
(not in Wales!) led the way, followed in order 
by Newtown, Welshpool, Llanfyllin, Oswestry 
(also not in Wales), Ruthin, Llanwrst, 
Caernarfon, Chester, (likewise) Mold and 
Wrexham. A large number of them had 
Welsh-speaking managers. By 1908, there 
were some 84 branches in the Liverpool 
suburbs, Cheshire and Shropshire.

Note that Ruthin started before Wrexham. 
Wrexham, by then, was already a much 
larger place. But note, even more, the 
contrast with the latest news on local high 
street banks. Holywell, larger in population 
than Ruthin, now has no banks at all, and 
Ruthin looks like losing two out of three in 
less than a year. 

What is left is, believe it nor not, our 
successor to the North and South Wales 
Bank.

In 1908, the Midland took over the Wales 
Bank. In 1999, the Midland was, in turn, taken 
over by the Hong Kong and Shanghai Bank 
(HSBC)—but the bank at the corner of St 
Peter’s Square and Market Street is still 
open. Long may it last—not only for its 
customers, but also for its place in banking 
history! I also like the international resonance 
of its name, though not its imperialist 
associations.

Perhaps, finally, another cautionary tale 
should be told. The monumental  building 
(Grade II listed) no longer houses the HSBC 
in High Street,Wrexham. It is now 
occupied—wait for it—by Wetherspoon’s, 
large television screen and CAMRA-listing 
included! From punt to pint? HSBC Ruthin is 
next door to another Wetherspoons—say it in 
a whisper!

Work on the stone at the entrance to the 
HSBC, January 2016

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
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How different was our town 
at the formation of 
predecessor the Ruthin & 
District Association? The 
answer is “very”! 
Remembering some of 
1988 is PETER DANIELS 
30 years ago, our main GP surgery was on 
Mount Street, where the dentist is now. 

Close by, agricultural marts were still held in 
the town centre. Even though farmers were 
struggling after Chernobyl, market days 
brought bustle—and traffic chaos. Parking 
overspilled to rough ground on what was to 
become Tesco.

Near the mart was our sole supermarket, 
KwikSave, under pressure from the majors 
then opening ever bigger stores in nearby 
towns. Kwiks included Coleman’s the 
greengrocer. 

There were top-up grocers at Warren’s Happy 
Shopper, the Eagles Stores and at the small 
Co-op at Well Street/The Square (which 
stayed open till 8 p.m.). The Leamington 
Stores had not long closed.

None of the above shops opened on 
Sundays. Borthyn Spar did, though.

Independent convenience shopping included 
five greengrocers, at least four butchers and 
two wholefood shops. We had a 
slaughterhouse on Wynnstay Road. There 
were five newsagents in town plus the 
location then with the greatest range of 
magazines of all, including some rather 
idiosyncratic titles, Bridge Services. The 
number of shop units increased overall, with 
the conversion of Castle Mews.

You could get DIY materials from three town 

centre locations. 

30 years ago, we had 
branches of four clearing 
banks (including the 
TSB). We also had agents for four building 
societies where, strangely, security was little 
more than a lockable till.

There was a choice of four estate agents. The 
main method of spotting houses for sale was 
via two weekly newspapers—in black & white. 

We used copper phone lines to talk. Our 
telephone exchange was full of analogue 
switchgear, not empty as now bar a handful of 
computer servers.

The gas board shop had closed (and the 
gasometer demolished) but MANWEB still 
kept a shop on Clwyd Street. There was 
another selling consumer electronics in town 
(Butland, soon to become Lewis Electrics), 
where you could also buy blank VHS and 
audio cassette tapes. They were about to 
move their larger white goods to Lôn Parcwr. 

In 30 years, it’s perhaps women’s fashions 
and accessories that have seen the most 
significant downward trend in store numbers. 
In 1988, there were some dozen shops. 
Remember the likes of Lucinda, Sandpiper, 
Montecito, Élite Shoes, Tudor House, Jeffries 
(sic) and Panache? In addition, there were 

two shops selling 
children’s clothes. 

On the other 
hand, the number 
of hair & beauty 
salons has 
changed little 
(although many 
names & 
locations have) 
as has the 
number of cafés. 
In 1988, Finn’s 
chippie had an 
eat-in area. We 
had no Indian 
restaurant or 
takeaway but we 

did have a popular Italian—complete with 
piped Spanish music! Smokers were 
welcomed into every café, pub & restaurant.

30 years ago, we were served by Clwyd 
County and Glyndŵr District Councils. Official 
documents tended to be in English only. 
Glyndŵr gave us black sacks for all our 
rubbish in one. There were no recycling 
facilities or bottle banks. Glyndŵr looked after 
the seasonal paddling pool at Cae Ddol and 
licensed the Hippo Club. 

Clwyd had responsibility for the library at the 
Old Gaol (shut on Saturdays), Llysfasi 
agricultural college and the Naylor Leyland 

Centre, Well Street, a resource for local 
schools. Clwyd Highways operated from the 
unmodernised area surveyor’s offices & depot 
at the end of Lôn Parcwr, then a cul-de-sac. 
Glyndŵr ran its dust carts from premises near 
the coal merchant on what is now the Park 
Road car park. 

30 years ago, car parks were free. Market 
Street’s was set to be chained-off before 
9 a.m. You could buy two- and four-star petrol 
and, just, unleaded at three service stations 
including at Slater’s Well Street (selling Jet), 
which was attendant-operated. Petrol was still 
available in Cerrig, Clawddnewydd, Llanbedr 
DC, Llanfair DC and Pentre Llanrhaeadr.

We had a mainstream car dealer, selling and 
servicing Citroëns. That at Pentre Llanrhaeadr 
sold Austin Rovers. For those venturing 
farther afield, we had two travel agents. One 
sold rail tickets. 

There were no speed limits through Llanbedr, 
Llanfair, Llanferres, Pentre Llanrhaeadr, 
Llandegla or Rhewl. 

30 years ago, the bus operator serving 
virtually all local destinations was Crosville 
Wales. We hired our coaches from Rogers of 
Graigfechan, Cloion Coaches of 
Clawddnewydd or Clwydian Tours of Pentre 
Llanrhaeadr. All have gone.

And travellers up Clwyd Street by whatever 
means were greeted by a large friendly green 
sign saying, “Croeso i Ruthun / Ruthin 
Welcomes You”. Whatever happened to that?

“Dad, what was Ruthin 
like 30 Years Ago?”
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What hasn’t Changed?
Gayla House, Wayfarer, Boot’s the Chemist, 
Trefor Jones, Jan’s Cards, Harris Toys, 
Llewelyn Jones, Spread Eagle Books, John 
Jones & Son, Esso, Hill & Roberts, Mount 
Street surgery and King’s (and Barclay’s, 
just) have remained in the same locations 
under the same managements for more than 
30 years.

There are establishments occupying the 
same location but which have changed their 
management: The Post Office; Siop Nain; the 
Well Street Pharmacy; Beresford Adams; 
Gamllin’s; Swayne Johnson; Chatwin’s; 
Castle Bell; Cyril Arnold; Finn’s; Aydin’s; and 
Ruthin Wholefoods (then including home 
brew and even less healthy confectionery).

The Midland Bank changed its name to 
HSBC but occupies the same building. 

Work & Leisure Wear (Army & Navy), 
Corwen Carpets, Wern Vets and Norma 
Elizabeth still trade under their former 
managements but from different locations.

Many of our pubs have a direct link to the 
past. Other than closed Eagles, Wynnstay 
Arms and the Old Anchor, all others are 
intact, in one form or another.

E&OE. We apologise if we’ve missed 
anyone: let us know. Contact details on p.12.

Inside the courtyard of the original 1982 to 2006 
Craft Centre were a dozen units let to local 
artisans. It contained a staffed tourist 
information centre 

Housing controversies since 1988, 
in the September 2017 edition at 

ruthincivic.org/publications

In 1988, one estate agent was 
branded "Nationwide Anglia Beresford 
Adams", adopting this stylised logo
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Reflections on 30 Years of the Association

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

We are not there yet, 
argues former 
Chairman, 
DEREK JONES

A colourful banner has recently appeared 
on the fence which separates Llanfair 
Primary School from the road. It reads 
“Slow Down in our Town”. 

It’s an exceptionally vivid way of drawing 
attention to what is obviously some 
dangerous and anti-social behaviour on 
the part of passing motorists. I said to 
myself, “out of the mouths of babes and 
sucklings”.

But my second reaction was to ask myself 
whether such a public and effective way of 
drawing attention to a public scandal could 

have been dreamed up and put on display 
by the Ruthin and District Civic Association. 
With regret, I conclude that I could not 
imagine that they would.

That’s not to say that individual members of 
the Association would not feel the same 
way about speeding motorists—or that they 
would not deplore other examples of anti-
social behaviour, such as current threats to 
local banks. It’s just that the Association as 
a whole seems to be rather passive, 
apparently unwilling to bring their actions to 
public attention. There will be many in 
Ruthin, town and around, who have 
probably never even heard of us.

To celebrate the 30th anniversary of the 
Association’s formation, I decided to look 
up the words “Civic Society” on Wikipedia. 
Their definition is “a voluntary body which 
aims to represent the needs of a local 
community”. Browsing further, I discovered 
that the title of the national publication 
serving our counterparts in England is 
Citizens’ Voice.

That, in part, is what our Town and Around 
could be. And that is why I am disappointed 
that it has not, so far, been thought 
appropriate to distribute it more widely. 
Never short of ambition, I believe that it 
should be distributed to every house in 
LL15. Why not also issue regular press 

releases on issues of moment so that the 
wider public know what we are doing? The 
Wrexham Civic Society recently hit the 
headlines of the Evening Leader.

Talking of connections, I feel entitled to 
say, having reached the ripe old age of 80, 
that the Association is mostly composed of 
people who are, well, over the age of 50! 
In the spirit of Llanfair Primary School, can 
I suggest that we give some serious 
thought to the idea of a branch 
organisation in our two secondary 
schools. 

To put it at its lowest, that would change 
the average age of our membership! But 
much, much better, it might produce a new 
energy and new ideas—just like their 
primary counterparts.

After all, “Where there is no vision, the 
people perish” (Proverbs 28:19). We 
should not need permission to have 
dreams—sometimes they can turn into 
reality. Happy 30th birthday.

Citizens’ Voice?

 

In response, what do Association 
members think? Is quiet diplomacy 
better than an adversarial 
approach? Or should RADCA 
become that little bit more strident? 
Will this simply cause alienation?

In it from the start, 
we’re grateful that 
HEATHER WILLIAMS 
has remained active 
within the Association 
to this day
This March marks 30 years since the 
Association was formed, after the late 
Keith Kenyon-Thompson (a former 
teacher at Ruthin School) organised a 
meeting in Ruthin Town Hall.

Our organisation, originally called the 
Ruthin & District Association, was set up 
as a charity. However, you may wonder 
why the name has changed over the 
years to include the word ‘Civic’. One 
reason was that there was already a 
Ruthin & District Civic Society which had 
also been set up, in 1970, and registered 
as a charity! Unfortunately, this 
organisation had become non-
operational, as there had been problems 
with the replacement of officers. It was 
only in 1996 that it officially ceased to 
exist and, following that, the Association 
was able to ‘rebranded’ to Ruthin & 
District Civic Association (RADCA).

As well as being a charity when it was set 
up, the Association was also registered 
with the Civic Trust. Sadly, in December 
2016, the umbrella group Civic Trust 
Cymru (previously Civic Trust for Wales) 
ceased to operate, following financial 

problems. This organisation was greatly 
supported by our former Chairman, Derek 
Jones, who was a keen member of the 
Board of Trustees. Meetings were held in 
North Wales so that societies could have 
presentations on current topics and 
network with each other. Derek also 
contributed many articles to the national 
magazine, as he has to Town & Around.

During the 30 years, like the other 
institutions mentioned, we have also had 
our ups and downs (as they also say 
about marriages!). In voluntary 
organisations, it’s dependent on having 
active volunteers and RADCA is not 
alone in having had problems in replacing 
key officers such as the chairman, 
secretary and treasurer. During the 30 
years, we have had some long serving 
officers, so when they leave office, for 
whatever reason, it is sometimes difficult 
to find someone willing to take on the 
work. It is also important to have a range 
of skills represented by others on the 
committee—at present we are fortunate 
to have people with backgrounds in 
architecture, planning, law, marketing, 
fundraising, ICT and, not least, bilingual 
speakers.

Ruthin & district's Open Doors has 
flourished under RADCA to be the best 
local example of heritage weekends. 
Funding is nevertheless a continual 
struggle and this has worsened over the 
last five years. 

Previous achievements were mentioned 

in the article marking 
our 25th 
anniversary—such as 
campaigning during 
the 1990s, (together with the Town 
Council and the History Society) for 
Nantclwyd y Dre to be restored and 
opened as a heritage attraction. 

And, we are still campaigning. 

For example, 
we recently 
became 
aware that 
Denbighshire 
County 
Council was 
considering a 
proposal to 
relocate 
Ruthin 
Library, to 
save 
money. It is 
good to 
note that 
the council 
report to 
county councillors 
specifically mentions the Association’s 
concerns (see p3). The sensible decision 
was taken that now was not the right time 
to proceed with the relocation.

 September 2013 article 
www.ruthincivic.org/publications/town-
and-around/archive/ which includes 
memories of two former Chairs
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Hidden Gem 

Pharmacy has resulted in the shop being 
reordered. The dispensing area is now to 
the rear, thus reverting to the practice 
adopted by long-standing predecessor, 
David Williams. Meanwhile, the Celf a 
Chrefft unit associated with the pharmacy 
will shortly open as a jewellers.

January 8th saw the opening of Wynnstay 
Farmers’ new larger Lôn Parcwr premises in 
the WDA unit previously occupied by Niagra. It 
leaves their smaller premises on Park Road 
unoccupied. A larger, well laid out store and 
greater roadside visibility have already 
contributed to a significant increase in trade, a 
Wynnstay Farmers’ spokeswoman said.

Atop the lighting columns at County Hall 
car park are new arrays to deter gulls. This 
would benefit the adjacent Co-op, too, as 
would gull-proof bins. Currently, gulls 
persistently raid the Co-op bins for scraps.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

No one can fail to have noticed that during 
mid-January Bridge Services has gone green, 
with the conversion from the long-standing 
Texaco brand to that of BP. It’s still run by 500-
station operator MRH (formerly Malthurst). 
Generally, MRH seems to have dropped its 
relationship with Texaco. The facelift has seen 
a second display totem, at the Pont Howkin 
end. The change follows some modernisation 
at Esso Dyffryn Services in December 2016.

This winter, townsfolk and traders alike 
have had to put up with the noise—and 

sometimes the associated smell—of 
significant roadworks in town. It’s all in a 
good cause, of course, which is the 
renewal of our gas infrastructure. Several 
traders have complained of reduced 
footfall but if it had to be done, winter was 
the time to do it. 

It was with a little humour and only a touch of 
embarrassment that we heard from Gareth 
Evans at the Christmas social (p.10) that the 
Association wrongly placed its Edward Pugh 
plaque some distance from Pugh’s likely Well 
Street home. Rather than opposite 
Manorhaus, Evans suggests it should be at 
Ruthin Décor, as it is here that he believes 
Pugh’s long-demolished rooms would have 
stood.

Traffic orders to limit stopping are 
advertised for the Northern Relief Road and 
parts of Denbigh Road, consequent upon 
the pending opening of the two new 
schools at Glasdir (p4).

Further to Ruth Bacon’s December 2017 
article on Ysgol Brynhyfryd, she wrote that the 
head was “confident the school will move into 
the Green band in January”. And so it has. It is 
currently the only Green secondary in 
Denbighshire. In 2016, it was Red and in 2017 
leap-frogged Amber to become Yellow. Two of 
our three town primaries are also Green, with 
the third, Ysgol Borthyn, Yellow.

What goes around comes around. A 
change of proprietor at Well Street 

Seen in Passing…

K R DANIELS considers 
an oft-overlooked 
building (and the 
business within it)

Ruthin has 
many delightful 
historic 
buildings that to 
some degree 
we all probably 
take for 
granted. One of 
these gems 
often gets 
overlooked. It’s 
a grade II listed 
property, with a 
small black and 
white timber 
frontage on 
Well Street, part 
of which dates 
from the 1500s. 

It may be found tucked between the 
former Wynnstay Arms/Cross Foxes pub 
and the police station garden. Some 
suggest it may have been an ostler’s 
cottage. It is nevertheless believed that 
its original purpose was that of a tack 
room, part of the stable and coach 

house complex of the Cross Foxes, a 
former coaching inn. Timber framed with 
tie-beamed trusses and an open roof, it 
was at one time joined to the Cross 
Foxes by an archway which sadly no 
longer exists. 

Its ancient internal beams hint at a 
larger establishment and a wall 
constructed from bricks dating from the 
1800s adds weight to this possibility, but 
nothing further is known other than the 
area beyond the bricks was probably 
demolished for the police station, dated 
1891.  

This treasure is, of course, the Wayfarer 
Wool Shop. It is owned and maintained 
by Jan Thomas. This wool shop started 
in 1965 by the current owner’s mother, 
Muriel Williams, and has been trading in 
the family ever since. To celebrate 50 
years, Jan developed an outdoor 
seating area, where on sunny days 
customers may knit and natter. 

Jan also runs a knit & natter session 
every Thursday evening from 7 p.m. at 
the Conservative Club to which all 
aspiring and accomplished knitters & 
crocheters are welcome (details at the 
shop).

Step across Wayfarer's threshold and 

you enter a space with Tardis-like 
properties. It is packed from floor to 
ceiling with an amazing array of 
specialist yarns for knitting. crocheting & 
felting and knitted goods for all 
occasions, knitted by Jan & her sister. 
Not only that, Jan will offer help and 
support to knitters of all abilities to help 
choose and complete their projects. The 
fact that customers come from places 
far & wide to visit Ruthin and in 
particular the wool shop says it all: a 
cause for celebration. A small 
independent shop, helping to preserve 
Ruthin’s unique character and 
contributing to our visitor economy by 
drawing people here.

Ruthin is also blessed with another wool 
shop, Norma Elizabeth, farther along 
Well Street and, of course, we have a 
haberdasher at Threads, Clwyd Street.

Jan Thomas

New Ruthin 
skyline as 
seen from 
Mwrog Street

Wynnstay Farmers
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A chilly snap hasn’t 
deterred ISABEL 
STEWART exploring 
Derwen and its environs
Derwen is a very small, quiet village 
some six miles from Ruthin. It has a 
mediæval church, an old lead mine, a 
quarry, the remains of an Iron Age 
Hill Fort, a mediæval well and 
beneath the village a lovely U-shaped 
valley through which the river Clwyd 
runs.

Millions of years ago, when most of 
the land was covered by sea, the 
lead mine was being formed. Boiling 
hot water spouted out of black 
smokers on the ocean floor 
containing many minerals, in this 
case mainly lead, which spread over 
the sea bed and, over millions & 
millions of years, the land rose above 
the sea and the lead was eventually 
discovered and mined.

The U-shape valley was probably 
created during the various Ice Ages 
and I believe a great lake near Melin 
y Wig burst through its barrier and 
caused a catastrophic flood gouging 
out the valley.

The Iron Age hill fort and lead mine 
are on private land but I have visited 
the site and seen the prehistoric post 
holes. It must have been a hard life 
but worse was to come for later 
Derwen residents.

The quarry, Craig Lelo, like the lead 
mine, brought in local employment. 
Limestone had capped the hill top 
and was a very good source of wet 
stone, the remaining rock being used 

for making roads.

The mediæval church escaped the 
reformation and later Victorianisation 
and still supports a rood screen & 
balcony. An old carved Celtic 
preaching cross, which may pre-date 
the current church building, was 
where travelling friars gave outside 
sermons.

Ffynnon Sara is an ancient well 
believed to heal arthritis and cancers. 
It was probably frequently visited as it 
is alongside an ancient pilgrims’ 
track.

The early 1800s were known as the 
“time without summer”. Only now we 
know that the cause was when Mount 
Tambora, a volcano in Indonesia, 
erupted and threw masses of gas 
and ash up into the stratosphere 
blocking out the sunlight. The local 
residents of Derwen only knew that 
the crops failed for three years and 
many people died of starvation. One 
thrifty lady knitted socks, a common 
task all the women did, but she did so 
from dawn to midnight every single 
day. As well as his work, her husband  
took over all her usual tasks. These 
socks were sold weekly at the Ruthin 
market and with this money they 
were able to pay the exorbitant prices 
for the small amount of food 
available.

Today the village school is now a 
beautiful private house, post office, 
bakers, public house are all things of 
the past and the church is now in the 
hands of The Friends of Friendless 
Churches but Derwen is still a 
thriving friendly village with plenty of 
young families.

Revised Speed 
Limit for Llanbedr

The Welsh Government proposes 
to introduce a 30mph speed limit 
in Llanbedr Dyffryn Clwyd on the 
A494, writes HAROLD JONES. 
This would replace the existing 
40mph limit currently in place, 
which runs from a point about 200 
yards south-east of the junction 
with Lôn Cae Glas to a point 
about 300 yards south-east of the 
junction with Lôn y Mynydd.

While this is good news and to be 
welcomed, the important question 
is how is this new speed limit to 
be controlled and policed. 

The existing 30 and 40mph speed 
limits are currently being 
consistently ignored on a daily 
basis by a large number of 
motorists. Overtaking at speed on 
this currently 40-mph stretch of 
road is commonplace.  

Despite this, there is little 
evidence that speed cameras or 
Go Safe units are being used to 
help to enforce existing speed 
restrictions.

It would be interesting to find out 
how many prosecutions have 
been made for speeding on this 
section of the A494 since the 
existing speed restrictions were 
introduced.  Introducing a new 
speed limit is good as long as it is 
enforced.

Derwen Through the Ages The Villages
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What better place for 
Gareth Evans to explore 
the importance of lower 
Clwyd Street and its  
mysteries than in The 
Star itself? PETER 
DANIELS reports on 
December’s packed 
RADCA social 
The bottom of Clwyd Street was no 
ordinary street. It was an important 
mediæval thoroughfare. Clwyd Street 
formed part of the mediæval Pilgrims’ 
Route linking South West & North 
Wales. Locally, it ran through 
Derwen, Efenechtyd, over the 
longford at Clwyd Street to the 
Square, Prior Street, Park Gates and 
Wernfechan. The longford was one of 
few river crossing points. 

Mediæval Period

Clwyd Street was therefore part of 
the link between the junction of five 
roads at Llanfwrog and the five at 
Anchor Corner. With the development 
of the princely court at Ruthin and 
later lordship markets & fairs, trade 
developed at the bottom of Clwyd 
Street. It was as busy there as the 
Square. Activity was further 
strengthened by the mill which, from 
1284, benefited from the millpond 
and leet enabling all year operation. 
Does the mill’s east gable cross 
suggest a religious link? Since the 
mill was in the castle precinct, it was 
likely the lord’s not the prior’s mill. As 
the former, its use was compulsory, 
generating footfall.  

The Burgess’ Tower or Turrun is of 
unknown origins but was built on the 
town side of the mill leet probably in 
the 1280s. It defined the main access 
point into town and probably resulted 
in the stopping up of Mill Street: why 
go to the expensive of a tower but 
keep a second entry nearby? Why, 
though, did the tower remain outside 
the Edwardian and Glyndŵr 
defences? 

It was probably in the late 15th 
century that the tower had fallen into 
disuse. In Tudor times, the tower had 
become a prison. John & Carol Smith 
of Porth y Dŵr suggest that, from 
c.1460, adjacent Porth y Dŵr was an 
open two-storey building with a fine 
timbered ceiling from a managed 
forest which, they think, suggests it 
was de Grey’s. He was the patron of 

a local school of carpenters then 
working on the nave at St Peter’s. 
Was the open space an inspection & 
weighing space for goods? If so, the 
fine ceiling suggests they would have 
been of high value. The tanners of 
Mwrog Street were probably not 
producing enough leather to 
command such a building. The only 
possible alternative was wool. The 
1447 guild of weavers brought 
together the specialist wool trades 
and the lord as backer would have 
ensured it was centred on Ruthin and 
its fairs. The 17th century collapse of 
the de Greys would have ended this 
Ruthin initiative.

The Stuarts

From about the 1660s, the town built 
Pont Howkin and a number of 
properties at the bottom of Clwyd 
Street. Indeed, some new buildings 
replaced demolished older 
properties. Why build on such a 
scale? Was this the result of military 
action? Was it here that the 
Parliamentary forces assaulted 
Ruthin? The result was a reshaped 
street of new properties. 

There was also a house of correction 
there and from 1661 a new county 
gaol. Was the site chosen because of 
the earlier destruction, making it easy 
to build on? 

It was at this point that we see the 
17th century purpose-built Star, 
though parts may pre-date this 
period. In 1756, it was named the 
North Pole, becoming the Star in 
1775. It was ideally situated and 
offered food, drink & accommodation. 

18th Century

During this period, overcrowding 
resulted in the Gaol expanding by 
displacing a tannery and devouring 
mediæval streets for buildings & 
additional walls. All of the pre-1775 
buildings were soon replaced. 

The last of the mediæval gateway 
was cleared by the spring of 1787. 
Mill Cottage, 65 and 67 Clwyd Street 
probably have more to reveal about 
the Burgess tower and may even 
have developed out of it once its 
defensive function became obsolete.

John Williams’s Star—19th 
Century

During the Star’s restoration—which 
resulted in the 2011 Quayle 
Award—builders discovered old 

documents relating 
to John Williams’s time from 1837 as 
publican. During his time, the Star 
would have watched the comings & 
goings at the gaol. With a population 
in 1841 of 2,431, the Star competed 
with 50 other hostelries, nine of which 
were on Clwyd Street with a further 
two beer retailers. The Star’s unique 
feature continued to be stables to its 
rear, an important source of income. 
At this period, the Star had its own 
field for barley for malt and brewing 
would have been a constant process. 
The Star originally supplied the gaol 
with beer probably till the Home 
Office took the gaol over in 1878. 
Weak though it was, beer was safer 
to drink than water. The Star served 
breakfast, lunch, evening meals as 
well as “servants’ eatings”. The 
parlour would have been 
comfortable. Kept pigs ate the 
scraps.

Williams sourced groceries locally but 
spirits and malt from as far afield as 
Chester, Chirk wharf and Liverpool 
docks. Thrift—the repair of fittings 
and features—was constant, 
involving local craftsmen. This was 
probably at the Star’s zenith.

20th Century

The gaol closed in 1916. The motor 
car hit the stable & carriage business. 
A steady decline in beer consumption 
towards the end of the 19th century 
followed a complete collapse in 1914. 
Passing trade diverted at the 1960s 
redesignation of Park Road as the 
trunk road. 

The Star Today

It’s fair to say that the Star has had its 
ups and downs. 2010 saw a 
refurbishment and re-opening after a 
period of closure. The Star continues 
to provide similar services to those 
which it did some 400 years ago. It is 
the sole-surviving public house in this 
part of town. 

Lower Clwyd Street & The Star 
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ISABEL STEWART 
encourages Ruthinians 
over a certain age to join 
the U3A
Many people seem unaware of the 
benefits and pleasure of the University 
of the Third Age (U3A). It’s mainly for 
retired and semi-retired people and is 
all about like-minded people sharing 
their knowledge and ideas. It covers a 
vast amount of topics and activities, 
new friendships are formed and once 
you are a U3A member you can join 
any group or start up one of your own.

Ruthin U3A has around 37 different 
groups. Corwen U3A is just as active 
but has fewer groups at the moment.

Who attends these group? Well, in the 
two I set up we have geologists, 
engineers, retired teachers, police, a 
paramedic, nurses, professors, 

musicians, artists plus many other 
occupations.

Really there is something for everyone. 
Some groups are very active, some 
less so with both outdoor and indoor 
activities, such as, walking, strolling, 
dog walking, cycling, bird watching, 
tennis, bowls, dancing, hill climbing, 
away days, gardening and geology. 

Others are more sedentary, such as 
music, indoor games, handicrafts, 
flower arrangements, psychology, book 
club, Welsh, French, & Spanish 
classes, singing, writing, history, bridge, 
folk music, ukulele and even a group on 
chickens.

I set up two groups, geology and 
backyard chickens. The first has over 
60 members and that on chickens just 
eight. The smaller group meets monthly, 
usually in my home, and we share our 
chicken knowledge. This is always 
followed by tea & cake. We have even 

had a few chicken-based outings.

The much larger geology group has 
field trips from April to November, then 
the next four months are held in Ruthin 
library, with indoor talks and 
presentations. Some members cannot 
manage the field trips but attend the 
meetings held indoors or museum visits 
etc. Last year, 15 of us visited Iceland.

Everyone is welcome. Most groups are 
held monthly and there is a monthly 
general meeting which is open for 
everyone. New groups are welcome, 
too. If I had the time, I would set up 
archery, sewing, knitting, bus pass 
outings and grand-parenting. Rose 
Hislop who founded the Ruthin U3A 
would be delighted to welcome new 
members and people wanting to set up 
new groups. So don't sit at home 
feeling bored or lonely... come and 
meet us.

 u3asites.org.uk/ruthin/

Sharing our Knowledge 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………….

Reinstated services, the 
promise of more free Wi-Fi 
and new buses to feature 
from this Spring’s bus 
timetable changes, writes 
PETER DANIELS
Later this month, Ruthin’s bus services see 
some important changes. The County Council 
is restoring some services lost at the time of 
the GHA Coaches’ collapse of July 2016. This 
follows a public consultation during the 
autumn of 2017 and a subsequent 
retendering. Here are the highlights.

Reinstated are more evening services 
between Denbigh, Ruthin and Wrexham and 
more evening journeys between Ruthin, 
Denbigh & Rhyl. Also reinstated are Sunday 
services to the same areas. Ruthin has been 
without Sunday buses now for 18 months. 
Weekday daytime services between Rhyl, 
Denbigh, Ysbyty Glan Clwyd, Ruthin, Ysbyty 
Maelor and Wrexham continue with minor 
changes. These buses usually offer free Wi-
Fi.

Retained at broadly the same level are those 
between Ruthin and Mold as 1, X1 and 2. The 
popular return journeys to and from Chester 
continue and this proved to be a significant 
feature of the public consultation. The 
operator will become M & H Coaches. The 
County Council acknowledges the service 
provided by Stagecoach over the past 18 
months in building up the service again after 
the lows associated with GHA’s last 18 
months. The County Council has guaranteed 
fares will remain at Stagecoach’s lower-then-
average levels for at least the remainder of 
2018.

Later this year, M & H will be investing in 
brand new buses for the 1/X1/2, something 

previously planned for July 2016, the very 
month GHA went under, and hence these did 
not materialise. The new buses are currently 
on order and will take a few months to build.

M & H continues with the 76, although there 
will be changes to the timetable including at 
the Graigfechan end. Here, again, M & H will 
soon operate brand new buses.

All these new vehicles will feature free 
onboard Wi-Fi for passengers. They will be 
the first brand new buses in Ruthin since 
2009 and they will help to displace an 
otherwise ageing fleet, offering new 
standards for passengers, lower emissions & 
better reliability.

The 55 and X5 between Ruthin, Corwen, 
Llangollen and Wrexham sees minor 
timetable changes and already a new 
operator, Coastline of Rhyl. Coastline is a 
relative newcomer to large bus operation, 
helping out during the immediate GHA 
collapse and lately operating school contracts 
in Denbigh & St Asaph.

Services to the south and west of Ruthin, to 
villages such as Betws GG, Cyffylliog and 
Clawddnewydd, continue broadly unchanged. 
The new operator is Llew Jones Coaches. 
The County Council recognises that the driver 
in particular of the current contract with 
Phoenix Transport will be especially missed. 
The services will, however, restore to low 
floor easy access buses rather than the step-
entrance, low roof minibuses in use for the 
last 18 months. The County Council isn’t 
restoring these to the pre-GHA timetables 
because of the higher costs, though some 
taxi replacements are planned on certain 
days, to help. 

Public timetables will be available from 
County Hall and the Library. 

 www.denbighshire.gov.uk/travel/

Bus Service Improvements Still Going Strong at 40
Some of you may have noticed displays in 
Ruthin Library during January under the 
heading “Y Bedol”, writes MENNA JONES. 
Some of you might ask what is Y Bedol. It is 
the Welsh language community newspaper 
(papur bro) for Ruthin, Corwen and the 
surrounding villages. It is published eleven 
months of the year and it has a circulation of 
over 1,600. 

In 1973, the National Eisteddfod of Wales was 
held in Rhuthun and, following that, Yr Henllys, 
a luncheon club for men was formed. During 
one of their 1977 meetings, it was suggested 
that they consider starting a community paper, 
in the beginning for the Rhuthun area. A team 
was formed and, in December 1977, they 
produced an introductory copy. The following 
month, January 1978, 40 years ago, saw the 
first edition, costing 12p.

The first editor was Berwyn Swift Jones, now 
living in Cricieth, who for a number of years 
worked tirelessly. In the 1980s, he was 
followed as editor by the late Hafina Clwyd, 
also sometime chair of RADCA, before she 
took over the influential Welsh language paper 
Y Faner. 

Today, we have five editorial teams with four to 
five members in each, and it seems to work 
well. 

Y Bedol is 100 per cent Welsh and it is a “good 
news” paper. It contains local news from the 
villages from Llangwm to Llanbedr and from 
Llandegla to Llanrhaeadr as well as Rhuthun 
itself. It has many photographs of local people 
and events. Schools also participate. 

Over a 100 copies are sent out monthly by 
subscription at £20 p.a. Our local Merched y 
Wawr prepare a monthly tape for blind and 
elderly people. 

For more information on Y Beddol, phone 
Ruthin 704741 or email swyddfa@ybedol.com
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Join Ruthin & District Civic Association and help support our work and 
the production & distribution of Town & Around

Annual subscription rates are £10 (individual) or £15 (joint/family).

The Association tries to help protect & enhance the outstanding market town of Ruthin and the areas nearby. Our main aims 
are to promote “civic pride” in the town and surrounding villages. We also aim to promote high standards in planning and 
encourage architectural excellence. We organise the annual Open Doors heritage weekends and the Quayle Awards. 

(1) Name _________________________________________________________________________________________

(2) Name _________________________________________________________________________________________

Address  _________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone: ________________________ Email ___________________________________________________________

I/We enclose a cheque for £10 or £15 (delete as appropriate) payable to Ruthin & District Civic Association. Please forward to 
Robert Williams, Hon. Treasurer, Lenton House, Mold Road, Ruthin LL15 1SL (tel 704998 / ruthincivic@btinternet.com)
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RADCA’S 30th Anniversary 

As we celebrate 30 years of the 
Association, new Chair Anne Roberts 
recalls our recent work: organising 
hustings; running Denbighshire’s most 
successful Open Doors weekends & 
other sundry events; the bequeathing of 
the annual Quayle Award; the town’s cast 
green plaques; and the publication of 
both “Slow Walks” & the much-valued 
quarterly Town & Around.

In thanking the Committee past & 
present, Anne paid particular tribute to 
the membership, many of whom were 
long-standing supporters. She felt that 
the Association can look to the future with 
confidence.

 ruthincivic.org/publications/

Events

March 21st, 2 p.m.—RADCA members 
will have an opportunity to visit the two 
new town primary schools before they 
open to pupils. Meet at the new school 
site.

April 21st till June 30th—the History of 
North East Wales in 100 Objects 
exhibition at Wrexham Museum, Regent 
Street, Wrexham. North East Wales 
Heritage Forum has brought together a 
diverse range of objects that are 
displayed under various themes to reflect 
the heritage of the area. The exhibition 
includes objects on loan from members 
of RADCA.

May 2018—we hope that the Warden, 
Revd. Stuart Evans, will giving a flavour 
of his his recent sabbatical considering 
how churches engage with their wider 

community and an introduction to St 
Peter’s vision of rediscovering how the 
building may regain its historic role of 
being used as such. There will be an 
opportunity for those attending to ask 
questions and participate
in some community consultation on this 
initial proposal. We will email details 
when we have a confirmed date. If you 
are not on email but would like details, 
please phone Ruthin 704256.

Town & Around

Member feedback on the new format has 
been overwhelmingly positive. We are 
nevertheless still glad to hear readers’ 
views, good & bad.

Email Spam

Our Secretary reports that some of your 
incoming mail servers are blocking 
Association emails. This mostly seems to 
affect btinternet, btconnect and Yahoo 
addresses but could occur for others, 
most probably Gmail & Hotmail/Outook. 
For example, BT’s mail servers think that 
bulk emails containing multiple BT 
accounts must be spam. Important 
RADCA messages may therefore end up 
in your Junk, Trash or Spam folder. 
Would members please check whether 
this is the case and, if they have the 
facility, can they please permanently 
unblock messages from 
cymru@clwyd.org.

Quayle Award 2017

If any member wishes to nominate a 
suitable building or project completed in 
2017 in town or within one of our villages 
could they please contact the Secretary 
(details, right). 

Ruthin & District Civic Association 
Town & Around is published 
quarterly free of charge by the 
Ruthin & District Civic 
Association. It is available from 
Ruthin Library and on the 
Association’s website 
ruthincivic.org. It is delivered free 
to Association members

We welcome articles, 
contributions, suggestions and 
letters, in Welsh or English

Please send them to the 
Secretary at cymru@clwyd.org or 
Coedlan, 25 Stryd y Brython, 
Ruthin, LL15 1JA

The deadline for the June edition 
is May 12th, 2018

Thanks are due to this quarter’s 
contributors: 

K R Daniels, Peter Daniels, 
Gareth Evans, Bobby Feeley, 
Derek Jones, Harold Jones, 
Menna Jones, Isabel Stewart, 
Heather Williams, with the 
assistance of James Curran, 
Roger Edwards & Gareth Evans

Views expressed by 
contributors are their own and 
neither necessarily reflect 
those of the Association nor 
those of their employer

© March 2018 Ruthin & District 
Civic Association
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