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Rumours about the Castle are swirling 
around Ruthin like autumn winds, dropping 
hints here, suggestions there and picking 
them up again to disperse elsewhere. 

The 2015 Ruthin Castle Conservation Trust 
formed to take on the restoration of the 
mdiæval curtain wall (among other things) 
met for the first time this year… as late as 
June. There was no announcement after 
that meeting.

And, of course, the Castle is for sale. This 
in itself is slightly unsettling. The saving 
factor, of course, is that the walls and much 
of the buildings are actually scheduled 
ancient monuments. 

Work undertaken in October 2017 to strip 
off the ivy and temporarily stabilise 
structures and walls is now being reversed, 

as new ivy growth develops. 
There are periodic minor 
collapses, with some 
structures getting 
precarious. 

Netting over part of the 
fragile gatehouse window 
which leans over Castle 
Street failed to stop part of 
the structure falling onto the 
highway. Two shards of 
glass from the window cut 
through the netting to hang 
suspended dangerously 
above the road (left). Though 
reported, the Castle delayed 
in removing this hazard. 

The castle wall at Cae Ddol 
is in grave danger of collapse, in late spring 
forcing the County Council to erect safety 
fencing.

And, some guests at the Castle report a 
downturn in service.

Potential new owners expressed serious 
interest in the site. They were believed to 
be ex-patriot buyers from the Far East who 
are prepared to invest. This, however, 
seems to have fallen through, perhaps 
because the cost of refurbishment proved 
to be something of a liability. It’s hard to 
know what to do, as the maintenance 
obligations can seem overwhelming.

Even if a suitable buyer comes forward, it's 
reported that the Castle may need to close 
for a considerable time for an extensive 
refurbishment. This could be damaging to 
Ruthin’s visitor economy in the short term 
but encouraging in the longer term.

Current owners the Saint Claires, still seen 
as a force for good, encourage local 
residents to wander round the unrestricted 
parts of the Castle site (though there is still 
an unwillingness from many to do so). We 
hope that this privilege may continue under 
any new owners. In many ways, Ruthin 
Castle is central to the development of 
Ruthin’s tourist economy and we need to 
try to get more people to take in the 
spectacular walls. Its conservation garden 
and walls create a unique centrepiece for 
the town, something the trust was hoping to 
exploit. The Civic Association is seeking 
what clarification it can about the Castle.
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Ruthin & district could see significant 
new housing, if all the candidate sites 
in the replacement local development 
plan are approved. 

The Civic Association believes that 
this could result in as many as an 
extra 2,000 people living in town. And 
the district’s villages may also see 
considerable change. 

The replacement local development 
plan 2018-2033 has reached the pre-
deposit stage and its first formal 
public consultation. As part of that 
process, for the first time, the public 
gets to have a say on candidate 
development sites so far submitted. A 
candidate site is a parcel of land put 
forward by the current landowner for 
possible development. This might be 
for land uses such as housing, 
employment, retail or leisure.

The inclusion of a candidate site 
cannot be interpreted as a 
commitment by the council to take 
forward that site into the next local 
development plan. 

But, if candidate sites are approved & 
allocated within the LDP, there will be 
a presumption towards development 
should an application come forward. 

At this early stage, the County 
Council has assessed each candidate 
site initially against a range of criteria 
as set out in the draft preferred 
strategy. These include proximity to 
or adjoining existing settlements; 
accessibility; the impact on historic 
landscapes and on the natural 
environment; redevelopment of 
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Craft Centre Crane 
The Civic Association’s highlighting of the 
condition of the Craft Centre crane in 
June has resulted in the structure being a 
talking point but, so far, nothing else.  

A number of local people have 
nevertheless written to show their support 
for efforts to improve the crane’s 
appearance. 

Meanwhile, we can hope that some 
further investigations can be carried out in 
order to seek a possible solution to ways 
in which the refurbishment of the crane 
could be accomplished. It’s possible that 
the Town Council can take this forward. 
The confusing ownership status at the 
time of June’s edition of Town and Around 
still remains unclear.

In order to undertake a thorough 
restoration job, sums of up to £10,000 
have been mentioned. Amounts such as 

these are regrettably not available. We do 
not believe that the structure is 
dangerous but an overhaul remains 
overdue and that would be most 
welcome, if it can be achieved and if the 
funding can be found.

Meanwhile, we are considering whether 
CADW or even the Railway Heritage 
Trust might help… but it still boils down to 
ownership and funds…

Town & Market Halls
We understand that a rather unusual 
package for the Town Hall is under 
serious consideration, thanks to the 
Denbighshire Voluntary Services Council 
at the Naylor Leyland Centre. 

The closure of the market—extended 
from the end of June to mid-July—has 
offered something of an opportunity. 
Combined with the assembly rooms 
within the Town Hall itself, the market 
floor area could be available for indoor 
events and activities. 

That the market no longer uses the 
building means that the former retail 
space could be more flexibly used. It 
could also hold more static events and 
displays. 

The DVSC’s role would be to bid for 
funding to take over the Town Hall as a 
form of social enterprise. This brings the 
DVSC into the realms of front-line 
delivery rather than its traditional support 
role.

The Town Council currently has other 
projects to deliver, notably the Old 
Courthouse. As a result, the Town Council 
is thought to smile upon the DVSC’s 
proposals. 

We understand that Denbigh’s town hall 
has already changed hands from County 
to Denbigh Town Council ownership and 
the County Council wishes to transfer out 
Ruthin’s Town Hall.

Old Courthouse
Judging by the hammering, jack-
hammering and drilling, work progresses. 
The building is likely to be available as a 
hub this autumn and fully complete in the 
spring of 2020, to include the expected 
historical displays, etc. This gives the 
Town Council ample time to consider the 
more sensitive side of the project, and to 
consult with historic groups and schools. 
This element needs to be thoughtfully and 
carefully executed. 

Local Project Updates by Kathy Daniels

Where Ruthin residents buy comparison (not grocery) goods

Did you know that Ruthin’s town centre 
footfall actually dips over the summer? 

This was one of a number of revealing 
facts and figures that emerged during a 
recent workshop on Denbighshire’s eight 
town centres and how to try to rejuvenate 
them. Denbighshire’s Economic 
Development people organised the 
session for county councillors & town 
clerks. It was designed to raise 
awareness, provoke thought and highlight 
opportunities in the light of recent trends. 
This summary is an unofficial one.

The average monthly footfall figures for 
April, May, June and July 2016 and 2017 
for Ruthin were near enough half those 
for September to March. Can this really 
be the case?

One way to find out is to add to the 
solitary footfall counter. Perhaps this is 
something the town council could 
consider and even fund. 

On more solid ground, Ruthin was 
reported to be the most affluent of 
Denbighshire’s towns, with an average 
income in 2018 of £30,050 compared to 
an all-Denbighshire average of £23,950. 
One reason for this is the higher than 
usual proportion of jobs in public 
administration. Only Denbigh had a 
higher proportion of economically active 
people (attributed to Denbigh’s high 
proportion in part-time employment). 
Welfare benefits were low in Ruthin. As 
was the crime rate—the spate of spring 
burglaries not withstanding.

Affluence was one significant reason why 
Ruthin was able to support more local 
businesses, including retail, for its 
population size & catchment. They reflect 
the nature of Ruthin. 66 per cent of retail 
outlets were in independent hands 
(though we think this is actually a much, 
much higher percentage). 

It also accounts for the fact that Tesco 
Ruthin’s turnover was just higher than 
Sainsbury’s Rhyl—yet, Sainsbury’s was 
almost one-and-a-half times Tesco’s size 
and its catchment significantly bigger. 

But relative wealth appears to be a 
double-edged sword. Whereas nearly 40 
per cent of us do our convenience 
(grocery) shopping in town, our higher-
than-average incomes drive us to 
Chester, Wrexham, Mold, Broughton or 
Cheshire Oaks for comparison goods 
(clothing, furniture, white goods, etc). 
Ruthin, apparently, only meets just four 
per cent of comparison demand itself. It 
seems more Ruthinians shop for 
comparison goods in Rhyl than Ruthin.

Achieving High Street Change

Councillors heard how retail was and is 
changing. Simon Quin of the Institute of 
Place Management said, “The pace of 
change is now so great that we have to 
re-think”. 

We all know of the reduction in banks, 
insurance brokers, butchers, grocers and 
travel agents. No one yet realised the 
pending 700,000 estate agents’ premises 
apparently also under threat. 

18 per cent of all sales were now online 
and by 2030 this would reach at least 30 
per cent. Online was judged as the most 
significant threat. 

And the Potential Solutions?

The thrust of the workshop was to 
consider how decision makers could 
effect change. On a map of their own 
drawing, each town plotted what they 
wished to retain and future new uses & 
improvements they felt were important by 
2030. 

In Ruthin, those present wished to keep 
independent shopping & restaurants, the 
remaining bank, the Old Gaol, Nantclwyd 
y Dre and the Craft Centre. Above all, 
they wished to retain Ruthin as a seat for 
local government on the basis that this 
was an important employer which also 
brought with it status.

For the future, they wished to see the 
Square “treated” in some way, either 
pedestrianised or part-pedestrianised, but 
certainly brought into use for the 
community rather than the car. There 
were too many motor vehicles.

In common with the views on other 
Denbighshire towns, decision makers on 
the Ruthin table felt it important somehow 
to offer a relocation scheme to swap 
peripheral businesses with central 
housing, to create a solid, focused, less 
scattered retail and hospitality centre.

One senior figure wondered how Ruthin 
could become the “Ludlow of the North” 
by adopting a theme or series of themes. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
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Social Media Watch: what’s in a name?
What started as a light-hearted Sunday 
afternoon straw poll concluded with some 
controversy, as the age-old debate about 
whether to abandon “Ruthin” for 
“Rhuthun” spilled over to F*c*b**k. 

What prompted the discussion was a 
concern that by using both, it was 
necessary to double up names and 
hashtags during digital and social media 
promotion, which did little to strengthen 
the town’s online position. Was it 
therefore better to have a single identity 
and spelling?

Interestingly, F*c*b**k itself doesn’t 
seem to discriminate against or 
between the two forms of spelling and 
neither does Google appear to do so. 
But we can see the advantage in a 
digital world of selecting one form.

Yet, should the debate be much 
broader than that? And should we allow 
social media to dictate terms?

Rhuthun and Ruthin are (almost) 
pronounced the same. Whatever the 
spelling, visitors from England struggle 
with its pronunciation. Often, Ruthin 
comes out as in the woman’s name Ruth-

in or “Ruth-” as in Rutherglen or 
Rutherford. Getting their tongues around 
the four unique Welsh letters rh, u, th and 
the second u in the other version will 
prove no less of a challenge to visitors. 

We’re not blessed with a 
word that we can easily transliterate 
(unlike the successfully transcribed 
Caernarvon → Caernarfon; or Conway → 
Conwy) but maybe that doesn’t matter. 
Using Rhuthun need not be an 
impediment. Surely, for the English visitor, 

this characteristic can add to the delight 
of the town, to its uniqueness, to its 
distinctiveness, as does hearing Welsh 
generally spoken. It all adds to a special 
visitor experience. Might then Rhuthun be 
another defining feature of our town?

On the other hand, if the market to 
which we need to promote Ruthin is 
largely an English one and Ruthin is the 
well known spelling, we need to ensure 
that by using Rhuthun we don’t become 
invisible.

Interestingly, the Town Council already 
seems to have adopted just the Welsh-
only spelling of the town but only for 
itself—so far, at least. Its title now seems 
to be “Cyngor Tref Rhuthun Town 
Council”. No mention of “Ruthin”. 

Perhaps it’s trying to prepare people for 
change. 

Whatever the choice, whatever the 
outcome, we urge people not to make a 
decision based on new media alone but 
on what residents want and visitors 
recognise. Change may take time. 
But at least Ruthin and Rhuthun aren’t as 
far apart as Llanelwy & St Asaph! 
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It takes more than a few plans to try to 
get planning permission for a 
supermarket. Prior to submitting the 
planning application, it would appear that 
Aldi carried out extensive negotiations 
with the local authority and employed 
consultants to carry out research. It also 
undertook a comprehensive pre-
application consultation exercise. 

The consultant’s report, which runs to 80 
pages, had a planning statement which 
included both a retail assessment and 
employment land assessment. The 
consultation exercise report was 56 
pages. So certainly a lot of homework 
prior to the planning application being 
submitted! Out of the reams of paper, 
some of the information is, perhaps, of 
interest—particularly about the shops in 
Ruthin.

The average vacancy rates in Welsh 
towns and cities, is equal to that of the 
UK as a whole (12.3 per cent). Of the 
1,397 cities, towns and centres listed in a 
study by Goad, in October 2018, Ruthin 
has the 233rd lowest proportion of retail 
floorspace lying vacant and falls within 
the top 20 per cent performing centres. 
Ruthin can therefore be considered to be 
performing strongly (which supports the 
DCC Town Centre Health check referred 
to in June 2019’s Town and Around).

In detail, the consultant, JLL, found there 
were 106 units within the defined town 
centre, of which 95 were occupied, the 
remaining 11 being vacant. Of the 
occupied units, a relatively small number 
of nine were occupied by convenience 
retailers representing eight per cent of 
the total number. These retailers included 
independent butchers and bakers in 
addition to two large national operators at 
the east of the town centre: B&M and the 
Co Op. It should, however, be noted that 
B&M is a variety store, which sells a 
limited range of convenience goods. In 
addition to these town centre stores, 

three further convenience operators were 
found on the edge of the town centre in 
the form of a large Tesco store to the 
north-east, a wholefood store to the 
south-east and a confectionery store to 
the west of the town centre. A further 
‘stand-alone’ convenience store operated 
by McColl’s (Borthyn Stores) is located to 
the west of the town centre on Denbigh 
Road. B&M and Tesco represented the 
only national/chain convenience 
operators in Ruthin and comprised 13 per 
cent of the total national/chain 
representation in the settlement area.

Comparison operators represented the 
largest proportion of town centre 
occupiers, totalling 37 units, comprising 
35 per cent of the total town centre units. 
These operators are predominantly 
independent operators offering gifts, 
clothing, books and art with the sole 
exception being Boots. 

The second largest occupier type of 
Ruthin Town Centre is service providers 
including a bank, estate agents and 
hairdressers. Again, the majority (28) of 
the 34 units are occupied by independent 
operators, supported by national/chain 
operators such as HSBC, the Post Office, 
Corbett Sports betting office and NFU 
Mutual insurance brokers.

Food and Beverage operators are also 
well represented in the town centre, 
making up 13 per cent of total units 
across 14 units. Four of these operators 
are national/chain operators including 
Wetherspoon’s, Costa and Chatwin’s.

Set against this background of a healthy 
town centre, how did the public respond 
to the pre-application consultation 
exercise for a new supermarket on the 
outskirts of the town?

Of the 316 responses that were received 
during the consultation, 290 were 
supportive of the proposals for a new 

Some more about Aldi and Shops in Ruthin

“I judge from the slant of your June front 
page on Aldi that the Civic Association is 
more-or-less content with Aldi’s arrival”, 
writes a Civic Association member. “Few 
in the town would disagree. 

“Many seem to think that Tesco needs a 
bloodied nose, particularly over the price 
of Tesco’s products. Right on cue, in July, 
Tesco announced increases in prices on 

no fewer than 1,000 lines. 

“This isn’t the full story. Take a look at the 
results of two ‘supermarket scorecards’, 
as published in 2018 and 2019 by Oxfam. 
The scorecards consider four categories: 
how supermarkets fare on food-chain 
transparency; how supermarkets treat 
small farmers (very relevant around 
here); the extent they discrimination 
against women; and, importantly, 
workers’ conditions. 

“Leaving aside the fact that Oxfam itself 

may not be best placed to throw stones, 
Aldi scored bottom in 2018 and fourth out 
of six in 2019. In 2019, Aldi, like 
Morrison’s and Lidl’s, scored three ‘reds’ 
in three out of the four categories. 
“In 2019, only one supermarket scored 
no ‘reds’ at all and this was top-ranked 
Tesco. Of all six, Tesco treated its 
workers the best, with Aldi fifth to Lidl’s 
sixth place in this important category. Aldi 
might bring jobs, but at what cost? 

“It is a shame that Oxfam doesn’t score 
the Co-op.”

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Feedback

community food store off the A525. 19 
responses objected to the scheme and 
seven presented no view or neutral 
views. The consultation revealed 
overwhelming support for the proposals 
from those who responded, with a total 
support rate of 91.77 per cent with only 
6.01 per cent of respondents objecting 
and 2.22 per cent offering no or neutral 
views.

The majority of positive comments 
supported Aldi as a retailer and were 
pleased that an Aldi store was proposed 
for the community in and around Ruthin. 
Many respondents cited the affordability 
of the goods stocked by Aldi, in 
comparison to other supermarkets, as a 
key reason to support the development. 
There were also a number of general 
positive comments about the benefits for 
the local economy and how the proposal 
would reduce the need for customers to 
travel further afield (to stores in Mold or 
Denbigh).

The comments below are in order of 
frequency that they were mentioned.

• Looking forward to a new Aldi Store 160
• Good for the local economy 106
• Will reduce travel time 61
• A need for a cheaper supermarket 42
• A new store will bring much-needed 
competition to Tesco 30
• Good Location 21
•  In favour of the plans 17
•  Additional retail/employments units
would be a benefit to the area 13
•  Good use of the land 7

A decision by Denbighshire County 
Council should be imminent by the time 
you read this edition of Town and Around. 
It’s an important decision, which is bound 
to affect the shopping habits of people 
both in the town and the surrounding 
areas. We want Ruthin to continue to be 
an attractive vibrant town for people to do 
their shopping.
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In June, members heard 
Ruthin’s Glyn Evans, 
north and mid-Wales 
representative for 
Sustrans, talk about 
alternative ways of 
getting around town, 
reports Kathy Daniels
The area manager of Sustrans has to live 
somewhere and that somewhere is 
Ruthin. And it’s as well that he does. At a 
time when we’re investing significantly in 
improving walking & cycling links, at a 
time when we’ve seen two of our three 
primary schools move to a more 
peripheral location, Glyn Evans has been 
able to use both his skills and local 
knowledge to help.

Sustrans is a registered charity dedicated 
to making it easier to walk & cycle. It’s no 
surprise that it’s based in Bristol. In the 
1970s and 1980s, Bristol grew strong 
environmental lobby groups and in the 
mid-1980s was known with some infamy 
for disruptive cycling direct action. 

Not Anti-car but Pro-walking, 
Cycling… and People

Evans was keen to point out, however, 
that Sustrans was not anti-car: there are 
occasions when we need to use a car, he 
said, but we need to challenge ourselves 
by trying to use it less, to make other 
modes of travel the default. 

This is by no means easy in this part of 
the world but Evans reckoned that about 
one-fifth of our journeys are under 1,000 
yards (less than two-thirds of a mile); and 
a third of journeys are less than about 
three miles: it is for these journeys that 
we should consider sustainable 
alternatives, if we can, Evans felt. The 
benefits of which include happier and 
healthier people, greener environments 
and stronger economies & communities.

Sustrans was working with the Future 
Generations Commission, the Welsh 
Government, the trunk roads agency, 
Natural Resources Wales and all local 
authorities to try to change hearts and 
minds. The Active Travel (Wales) Act 
2013 places a duty on government in 
Wales at all levels to develop a network 
of routes and to promote sustainable 
travel but, even so, it wasn’t always high 
enough on every agenda, Evans said. 

He illustrated this with the development 
of the two new schools at Glasdir. 
Evans’s own children attend one of them. 
Evans remarked that the 160-space car 
park opened on time alongside the 
school, yet the foot- and cycle-paths 
didn’t. 

Most of the catchment is within easy 
walking & cycling distance at one or 1½ 
miles from schools and this was ideal for 
older children.

Improvements in Ruthin

Ruthin’s first dollop of funding for active 
travel came in 2012. Since then, the 
process has been on-going, with a 
growing network of improved walking and 
cycle links, including now at Glasdir, 
along Lôn Parcwr and Ffordd Glasdir and 
along sections of residential estates. 
Evans reported that it has been 
piecemeal, as opportunities presented 
themselves. 

Evans felt that there were a number of 
missing links that now required tackling, 
such as improvements to links off the Old 
Station Yard roundabout by the Craft 
Centre; Park Road; and the St Meugan’s 
ramp, linking to Ysgol Brynhyfryd.

Ruthin—the next steps?

It’s more than likely that some aims of the 
Civic Association and that locally of 
Sustrans overlap, because Evans felt 
that we should next consider 
improvements long held as Civic 
Association aspirations: a reduction in 
car movements over St Peter’s Square; 
improvements to public spaces; 
measures to encourage traffic to go 
around rather than through town, thereby 
reducing town centre traffic; and a 
Ruthin-wide 20 mph zone. 

And, how could the proposed Aldi better 
cater for those arriving on foot or by 
bike? There were, for example, too few 
priority crossings for those making 
sustainable journeys. How can active 
travel be encouraged in future housing 
developments? Should we have more 
dropped kerbs? How can we widen some 
of our substandard footway widths? 
When can we expect a cycleway 
alongside the northern A525 towards 
Denbigh, linking with other schemes? 

Finally, Evans wondered about the 
crossing at the Steakhouse corner (from 
the former Railway Stores to W & G 
Jones’s café). “Is it ever going to get 
easier?”, he remarked.

The Ruthin Aldi consultation response document as published by 
the supermarket, and referred to on page 3, actually rather oddly 
refers to 106 responses all stating that “Aldi [would be] good for 
Llay and the local economy”. Good for Llay? It turns out that Aldi 
proposes a new store in Llay, north of Wrexham, also the subject 
of a consultation. Maybe someone’s mind at Aldi HQ wasn’t on 
the job when writing the Ruthin report—we assume it was Ruthin 
rather than Llay mentioned by local respondents here. Could it be 
that Aldi simply cut and pasted from one report to the other? If so, 
how accurate is the Aldi consultation report for Ruthin or, indeed, 
Llay? Even more oddly, till corrected, the Llay consultation report 
mentioned Ruthin… 

Making it Easier to Walk & Cycle

Steakhouse Corner

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Glyn Evans

New Twin Town?

How many designated tactile (i.e. 
stippled) dropped kerbs do we have in 
the town centre and its fringes? More 
than 20 crossing points, including Park 
Road, Station Road and around 
Tesco. This autumn, we will see an 
additional half-dozen in town, in Well 
Street, at the top of Upper Clwyd 
Street and also, as referred to by our 
speaker, at the Steakhouse Corner.
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Always in the News
Outspoken principal Toby Belfield was 
criticised for his remarks that first 
language Welsh pupils were less likely 
to gain top-flight university spaces. 
Having Welsh “forced upon them” 
made them “educationally weaker”. He 
later apologised.

Sixth formers in romantic relationships 
were threatened with a worse 
university reference.

In the face of criticism from parents of 
Brynhyfryd pupils, Bellfield supported 
its neighbour when the new Brynhyfryd 
head banned study leave and 
introduced new uniforms.

Our host, Vice-
principal Ian 

brownfield sites; and flooding. This 
first assessment gives an early 
indication of where development may 
occur.  

In Ruthin and Llanfwrog, there are 
currently 11 candidate sites, all of 
which are potentially for housing. Of 
these, following assessment, two do 
not comply with the draft preferred 
strategy. 

Of the remaining nine candidate sites, 
the total land area is nearly 55 acres. 
Based on medium densities, were all 
this land to see housing, we might 
expect between 650 and 880 additional 
units in Ruthin. Based on UK average 
occupancy rates, this would equate to 
an increase in population of between 
1,500 and 2,000. Remember, though, 
that the local development plan lasts 
for the next 15 years or so, and not all 
(or any) of this may come to pass in 
that time. 

One concern is that without an 
increase in employment land, this 
volume of housing, should it actually 
materialise, will be for commuters only, 
re-emphasising Ruthin as a dormitory 
town. It would also impact on services 
and schools. But it would have a 
positive effect on town businesses.

Some of the candidate sites offer no 
surprises. Land at Glasdir Phase 2, for 
example, might see between, say, 50 
and 70 homes built on the football 
club’s training field. 

Two brownfield sites are candidates, 
one at the former Rhos Street school 

and the other at the Canol y Dre 
former Lifeguard unit, now a social 
services site. Between these two, 
there may be between 50 and 80 
residential units built—perhaps more, 
if some of these are for single 
occupancy.

The most controversial candidate site, 
however, accounts for up to half of the 
acreage and it lies in the parcel of land 
between Corwen Road, Wrexham 
Road, Well Street and Lôn Speiriol 
Isaf. This could be developed as 
housing and open space. An almost 
identical development of 30 acres was 
proposed in 1989 and at the time—and 
since—it met with considerable 
opposition for a number of reasons. 
There was concern at the sheer size of 
the development and its impact on the 
culture of the town. Access was seen 
as a problem. 30 years ago, it was 

outside the town’s development 
boundary and it ignored the centuries-
old town perimeter. 

Ruthin District Villages

Between them, 13 villages could see 
development on a total of 34 sites or 
90 acres. Some villages have more 
compliant candidate sites than others.

So, for example, Llandyrnog has four 
candidate sites, potentially providing 
14 acres of housing. Clawddnewydd 
has six sites, totalling 11 acres. Pentre 
Llanrhaeadr has two candidates, 
offering potentially nine acres for 
housing. All these villages have good 
amenities, including a shop each.

On the other hand, neither Rhewl not 
Llanfair have village stores, yet have 
candidate sites of 16 and 11 acres 
respectively. Llanfair is already 
currently the subject of significant yet 
unpopular house building.

Civic Association 
Response

The deadline closes on August 30th. 
At the time of writing, the Civic 
Association is considering its 
response, including in particular 
whether:

• There should be a presumption 
towards brownfield development
• Building on the area of land between 
Wrexham and Corwen Roads is 
acceptable
• The County Council should 
encourage more employment in 
Ruthin before it considers more 
housing
• In villages, there should only be 
large- and medium-scale housing 
development within or next to 
settlements, in proportion to the size 
of the villages themselves and only 
where there are sufficient amenities, 
including a shop.

Housing Development Land
Continued from page 1 aaaaaaaaaaaa

The candidate site between 
Corwen and Wrexham Roads 
appears twice, once as a 
smaller scale site of 10 acres 
and, seen here approximately 
delineated in white, nearly 30 
acres
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It’s quite possible that generations to 
come will look back on Gavin Harris’s 
tenures as mayor as one of the most 
productive and prodigious. Harris is a 
charismatic and energetic figure, a town 
champion, who gets stuck in for the 
wider benefit.

Harris was mayor from May 2009 till April 
2010 and he is now elected again for the 
ensuing civic year, to April 2020.

He’s been with us for 17 years, having 
taken over the Manor House in 2002 
(and within two weeks he had re-
branded it as Manorhaus). His reasons 
for investing was that, like many here, he 
saw Ruthin’s huge potential but, unlike 
some, he’s prepared to take action to 
effect change. While supporting a much 
wider Dyffryn Clwyd tourism offer, 
Harris’s approach is steadfastly to 
promote Ruthin and district.

In 2006, after volunteering with Bro 
Rhuthun and the town’s Tourism Group, 
Harris got himself on the town council. 
He doesn’t view himself as a politician, 
however, but just as someone who wants 
to get stuff done. Behind the scenes, 
he’s introduced a new rigour to the 
council and developed its more strategic 
approach unusual for a community 
council; previously, he felt, the town 
council was simply fire-fighting.

But it’s his forward-facing role that marks 
him out as a natural leader & great 
mayor. He would be the first to admit that 
community councils have little real 
power—other, of course, than 
persuasion. So, in the cajolery 
department, Harris oversaw the first & 
subsequent Ruthin Market Town of the 
Future reports from 200?. The first was 
well received by the Welsh Government 
and resulted in changes to planning 
policy. In 2012, he dropped out of civic 
life to concentrate on business 
expansion in Llangollen. That settled, he 
rejoined the town council in 2017. He 
was disappointed that there had been 
little chance to take forward the 
Masterplan’s proposals and he set about 
remedying that.

He took the opportunity to refresh and 
refine the original report, seeking further 
public consultation, participation and a 

new mandate. The no. 1 issue then as 
now for the town—as for the Civic 
Association—was a treatment of the 
Square but the abandonment by the Nat 
West of the Old Courthouse was too 
good an opportunity to miss and this 
trumped all else. It’s now in civic 
ownership, thanks to the town council 
but largely to Harris’s tenacity, innate 
abilities—and his taking of calculated 
risks. This, we hope, will see a “soft 
opening” during this September’s Open 
Doors. Some in town and even on the 
town council needed persuading but 
there are few now who dissent.

If there is one strapline for Harris and 
what is largely his Masterplan, it’s “small 
change, big difference”. He contrasts this 
with what he sees as profligate 
“expensive change, small difference” 
approaches elsewhere in North Wales. 
Above all else, Harris believes his plans 
offer affordability and it is ultimately this, 
he says, that will make them workable. 

Back to the Square and it’s here that the 
long-held views of the Civic Association 
and Harris’s drift apart. The direction of 
travel is identical but there now seems to 
be a little back-pedalling regarding the 
previous approach to getting cars off the 
Square. This slight disappointment 
aside, nothing Harris does appears to be 
half-hearted, not with the attention to 
detail at the Manorhaus nor at the 
council. 

This above all is why his impact & legacy 
could easily be recalled in future times, 
alongside other great mayors such as 
Lecomber and Cornwallis-West.

“I just want to get stuff done”—Mayor

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

In 1790, a small two-up-two-down stone 
cottage was built down a rough track a 
mile from the village of Derwen. 
Nowadays, it’s a four bedroom cottage, 
lovely, but with a lot of its character lost, 
its stone walls, slates and flagstones long 
gone.
Many families have lived in Tyn y Coed 
over the years, one being a lady with five 
children. Although I know nothing about 
this family, I often think about them. How 
easy life is for me and how hard and often 
soul-destroying it must have been for 
them or who ever lived here in the 1800s. 
At the press of a button, flip of a switch, 

things happen that would seem like a 
miracle to them.
The old cottage had no water and a 
stream beside the house like the springs 
dried up in summer. No borehole for 
them, pumping out lovely clean water at 
the turn of a tap. Luckily, the River Clwyd 
was a short walk away. At least they fared 
better than the town folk whose water 
supply was infected with cholera with 
many deaths in 1848-1853. It’s reported 
that two out of every five children died 
before the age of five years.
No flushing toilet for them, either, with 
facilities for hand washing, probably a 

wooden ‘lavvy’ seat with a bucket 
underneath and chamber pots under the 
beds for night emergencies. No toilet 
paper, I guess large dock leaves did a 
splendid job. 
Baths: no lovely long soaks in scented 
foamy hot water with glowing candles 
added to create a relaxed atmosphere for 
this family. The old tin bath was dragged 
in, buckets of water would have to be 
heated on the fire or perhaps the old 
copper in the outside wash-house could 
be used but it all had to be warmed and 
carried. So it would start, the youngest 
first and more hot water being added for 
the next family member. The last one in 
could enjoy a rather deep but somewhat 
unsavoury soak. 
Then it all had to be emptied out a bucket 
full at a time. I guess in summer the kids 
were sent down to the river to bathe.
Set the programme, press a switch and 
that’s the washing done. Not in Tyn y 
Coed. Some clothes would have been in 
soak the night before. Mother would be 
up at the crack of dawn, filling the copper 
and lighting the fire beneath it. Then a 
morning of rubbing, scrubbing, rinsing, 
mangling followed by pegging out. No 
radio playing music to help the poor 
weary woman. She must always have 
been praying for dry windy weather. If 
only she had known about disposable 
nappies and tumble dryers.
It still wasn’t finished, as there was the 
ironing. Two flat irons heating on the fire. 
If you spat on the base of the iron and it 
sizzled then it was hot enough for the 
shirts and sheets. As it cooled, it did the 
delicates. Then back onto the fire and the 
second hot one would be ready for use.
Well there is so much more I wanted to 
write about, but maybe another time. 
1816, the year without summer, 
starvation, wool gathering for knitting 
stockings, Ruthin’s fairs, the window tax 
before 1851… all this affected families 
living in Tyn y Coed. 

Now it's time to flip the switch on the 
kettle for a cup of tea and thank God that 
I don’t have to run down to the river with a 
bucket.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

How Life has 
Changed in 
Derwen Village
by Isabel Stewart

Ruthin Town Football 
Club’s new chairman, 
Alan Jones, speaks with 
Peter Daniels about the 
clubs’ achievements and 
future prospects. 
There’s certainly a lot 
going on...
Although it can trace its roots to 1878, the 
club in its present form dates back exactly 
70 years to 1949, when it joined the 
newly re-organised Welsh National 
League (Wrexham Area) as Ruthin British 

Legion. In 1953, the club’s name became 
Ruthin Town. Since then, there have been 
good seasons and bad. Highlights were 
cup wins in 1967, 1978, 1992, 2014 and 
2016 and 2018.

Ruthin Town currently plays in the second 
tier of the Welsh football league system, 
in the JD Cymru North regional league. 
From the current 2019/20 season, Cymru 
North is now administered by the Football 
Association of Wales. In 2018/19, Ruthin 
Town’s first team finished seventh out of 
16, which was significantly better than 
2017/18’s 11th place. 

But Ruthin Town plays alongside some 
teams from considerably larger towns, 
such as Flint, Buckley, Gresford, 
Porthmadog and Rhyl. From 2018/19, 
Ruthin Town also faced relegated Bangor 
City, following what Bangor supports 

reported as “numerous off-field 
problems”.

Ruthin Town boasts a considerable 
number of locals in all its teams, including 
its main side. It is particularly proud of the 
way it develops players. In 2018/19, there 
were over 120 in six youth teams and 
most ended 2018/19 in the top four or 
with a semi-final game. This year, there 
will be over 140, with a seventh youth 
side. The teams continue to provide a 
clear pathway for all local lads to play 
senior football for Ruthin Town. Most of 
2018/19’s U16s have committed to 
signing for the senior club in 2019/20 and 
some are reported as exceptional. 

But what of the ladies? RTFC is in the 
process of re-establishing a section for 

Ruthin Town FC

Continued opposite aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa
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DEREK JONES urges 
locals and visitors to 
‘go to Gaol’
It seems a strange thing to say in a town 
which is as full of fine architecture and 
townscape as Ruthin. And you may think 
it is poor timing, when so many buildings 
are open for inspection, inside and 
outside, during our annual Open Doors 
weekends. Well, strange it may be, but 
I do urge those who have never been 
‘inside’ to ‘go to gaol’ this time round. I 
promise they won’t lock you up!

I’ve written before in Town and Around 
about the outside of the ‘Old County 
Gaol’. In some weathers, especially 
from the river end, it seems grey and 
gaunt, impregnable as it was meant to 
be, even though it was designed, in 
1775, as an early response to John 
Howard’s The State of Prisons in 
England (1777). Its early idealism was, 
of course, spoiled when, in 1837, an 
extension was built with Pentonville as 
the model; there prisoners were kept 
isolated and even at exercise were not 
allowed to speak to each other. 
Howard might not even have lived!

A prison is a prison, not a holiday camp, 
but by the early 20th century the Gaol 
was, even on that score, no longer fit for 
purpose. It closed in 1916 and was, 
successively, a munitions factory, the 
headquarters of Denbighshire Library 
Service and of pre-1974 Denbighshire’s 
County Surveyor & Engineer’s 
department, finally, the home of 
Denbighshire County Archives.

The building was extensively renovated in 
2000 and even if we are stuck with its 
occasionally forbidding exterior, we can 
celebrate, in the oldest ‘model’ former 
gaol, a surprisingly fine interior—lofty, 
light, and full of interest. 

It’s astonishing that a structure built for 
such negative purposes can be changed 
into a positively beautiful space. It must 
come high in the championship table of 

successful changes of use.

The cells are still there, all round the first 
& second floors but are now used to store 
the thousands of documents which make 
up the archives. It is almost as if they 
were made to measure. Then, 
downstairs, there are what I think can be 
called ‘studies’ where researchers can 
open up the documents they need on 
microfilm. It must be heaven for amateurs 
and professionals alike, and it is where 

the latest historians of Ruthin—Roger 
Edwards, Gareth Evans, Arnold Hughes, 
Gwynne Morris—found the fuel to kindle 
their interest and imagination for their 
contribution to local studies although, of 
course, the archives cover the whole of 
Denbighshire, enough to keep several 
generations of historians busy!

Take, for instance, the Wynnstay Estate 
records, 302 boxes of them, housing 
some 8,000 items. This family were 
everywhere in North Wales and the 
border country, and it was said by one of 
them that you could travel from Wynnstay, 
near Chirk, to Anglesey without having to 
step on anybody else’s land. Closest to 
the archives, Wynnstay House, in Well 
Street, Ruthin, (first mentioned, 1549) is 
about to take on a new lease of its long 
life as many locals must have noticed.

For Sarah Roberts, archivist, one gem of 
the collection is the ‘Painted Book’ of 

1640, started by Thomas Salesbury of 
Erbistock. Leather-bound, it illustrates the 
coats of arms of many of North Wales’ 
landed gentry—not to be missed by those 
interested in heraldry. But elsewhere in 
the collection there are many more 
workaday documents, trade directories, 
newspapers, records of hatches, matches 
and despatches. The popular BBC 
television series, Who do you think you 
are? now in its 16th year has inspired a 
whole avalanche of interest in family 

history; this is still where you 
might begin.

The Denbighshire Archives are 
just coming to the end of a 
distinguished project, funded by 
Wellcome, to catalogue the 
records of the ‘Denbigh Lunatic 
Asylum’ (there’s a title which has 
fortunately been consigned to 
history!). Future researchers now 
have an easy entry to a huge 
resource for telling, via patients’ 
records, the story of changing 
attitudes to mental health.

But suppose you want to focus on 
your own village or district. 
Courtesy of the wonders of 

modern information technology, you can 
make your way to a touch tablet which 
stores large scale maps of Denbighshire, 
click on a place you know, and find on 
display minute details down to the last 
lane or track, if not the last blade of grass. 
Once you start you may find yourself 
drawn from one place or subject to 
another, just like a local Google. 
Sometimes, you’ll have to tear yourself 
away but you can always come back.

And that, finally, is the point. Far from its 
former reputation as ‘dusty’, modern 
archives are open, welcoming, and have 
staff who are ready to point you in the 
right direction. Most of its services are 
free. If you can’t come over the Open 
Doors weekend, the archives have ‘open 
doors’ every Wednesday to Friday from 
9.30am until 4.30pm. That’s an extra half-
day’s worth of time, over recent years. 
Prepare to discover for yourself that ‘it’s 
the inside that counts’.

It’s the Inside that Counts

Car park
Aldi

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

female footballers. A recent ‘expressions 
of interest’ post on social media brought a 
tremendous response from girls and 
women who wanted to play and also 

coach. RTFC aims to set up the teams 
and back up staff this season, with a view 
to entering appropriate league 
competitions in 2020/21.   

With over 100 players, 2018/19 was the 
first season for Ruthin Rovers mini 
football’s affiliation as Ruthin Town 
Juniors with the main club and in 2019/20 
these under 7s to under 11s will play in 
Ruthin Town blue. 

Meanwhile, past players can join the 
veterans’ team. In 2018/19, the Veterans 
were involved in the newly-created North 
East Wales Veterans’ League, finishing 
mid-table. This season, the Vets will be 
looking to build on their cup campaign, 
which saw them reach the semi-final of 
their league cup for the second time in 
successive seasons.

All three senior teams are hopeful of 
improving on last season’s performance 
and there is a high degree of expectation 
within the club. 

The next major project is to install 
floodlights on the first team and reserves 
pitches. This will need considerable fund-
raising efforts from all. Indeed, the club is 
always looking for more volunteers and 
especially more supporters. Fixtures are 
available online by searching for “Ruthin 
Town FC” or simply by keeping an eye on 
the home fixtures board on Park Road 
near the fire station. 

The first home match of the newly re-
branded JD Cymru North League is 
against Gresford Athletic on Saturday 
September 7th with the kick-off at 
2.30pm. Pop down and see them!

Last month, 
Ruthin Town 
FC defeated  
Manchester 
United 
Legends on 
penalties. 
The link is 
United 
employee 
Jamie of the 
once notable 
Ruthin 
family  
trading as 
Lewis 
Electrics

Winners Ruthin Town v Man 
Utd Legends in August



townandaround.org.uk  8www.ruthincivic.org September 2019

An insight into our 
oldest (and arguably 
most splendid) chapel, 
by Heather Williams 
& Harold Jones
The chapel is a grade II* listed building. 
Grade II* buildings are particularly 
important, of more than special interest 
and represent about five per cent of 
those listed. The reason for listing Capel 
Pendref is its architectural interest as a 
19th century chapel with distinctive form, 
having fine classical style detail, 
particularly the inside.

Built in 1827 by the Welsh 
Congregationalists (also known as the 
Independents), it’s the oldest chapel in 
Ruthin. Both outside and in, the style is 
distinctively neoclassical (under the 
influence of Italian architect Andrea 
Palladio), which non-conformists were 
keen to build until the end of the 19th 
Century, in order to distinguish 
themselves from the Gothic style of the 
buildings of the established Anglican 
church.

The Exterior of Capel Pendref

Here is an unusual and impressive, 
offset, bowed three bay front in classical 
style with arched windows on two floors. 
At the top are balustrade parapets with 
piers, which originally supported tall urns 
and finials (which are now outside the 
chapel to the left of the main porch). The 
central porch (portico) has ‘Tuscan’ 
pillars (an architectural term for plain 
pillars without carvings and ornaments) 
and above it on a tablet it states that the 
chapel was ‘Built 1827/renovated 1875’.

The frontage is constructed with large 
ashlar blocks of limestone. Ashlar means 
that the stone has been cut into 
cuboid/square blocks by a stonemason 
who has also made the stone smooth. 
The sides, by contrast, are rubble stone 
and as these can’t be seen, have saved 
money on construction!

Inside Capel Pendref

The common feature of Welsh chapels is 
the central position of the pulpit, 
representing the predominant emphasis 
on preaching the word of God. Pulpits 
were often placed on the rear gable wall, 
facing the entrance on the front gable, as 
is the case here. The wooden pulpit is 
octagonal-fronted with pierced 
decoration. Behind the pulpit is an open 
triangular pediment supported on 
scrolled decorative brackets with ‘The 
Lord is my Shepherd’ in Welsh above it. 
Opposite the pulpit is a clock, so the 
preacher can keep to the appropriate 
length of the service.

Other integral elements are the great 
pew (y sêt fawr) in front of the pulpit, 
which was occupied by the deacons 
elected by the members. In addition 
there is the unadorned communion table. 
Also typical of non-conformist chapels is 

the U-shaped gallery, here 
supported with six slender 
cast iron columns. In the 
gallery are wooden pews 
in tiers, having a birds’ 
eye view of the preacher 
and the rest of the 
congregation in the 
wooden pews on the 
ground level. One of the 
features is the fine 
decorative plaster ceiling 
with ornate foliage.

The Development of 
Congregational 
Churches

The non-conformist 
movement has its roots in 
the Puritan dissatisfaction 
with the religious situation 
imposed by Elizabeth I. 
They wanted a purer, 
more primitive form of 
Christian belief and 
organisation, based purely on the 
teaching of the Bible. After the Toleration 
Act in 1689, dissenters (non-conformists) 
were allowed to build their own places of 
worship.

The two movements which were to 
have most significance in Wales were the 
Baptists and the Independents 
(Congregationalists). Both embraced the 
idea that each gathered a congregation 
of believers which constituted an 
independent and autonomous church. 
They could appoint their own ministers 
and officers and were self-governing in 
all their affairs of spiritual oversight, 
administrative and financial organisation. 
In the Congregational Church in Ruthin, 
every decision is made by the 
congregation. The growing strength of 
non-conformity is recorded in the 1851 
census when nearly 80 per cent of 
worshippers in Wales attended a non-
conformist chapel. The result was the 
extension or construction of larger 
chapels.

The Development of the 
Congregational Church in Ruthin

The story begins long before the chapel 
was actually built. A meeting house was 
licensed to John Roberts in Ruthin for 
preaching to the Independents as early 
as 1672. For some reason, the ‘cause’ 
did not flourish and the movement died 
out for over 100 years.

In the early 1800s, Rev D Jones from 
Holywell preached a sermon to a few 
people who met in a room in Upper 
Clwyd Street at the Prince of Wales 
public house (demolished 1873). He 
preached in different houses and for a 
period in the Waterloo Inn (also in Upper 
Clwyd Street).

Rev Benjamin Evans, ordained in 
1807, came to Ruthin from Wrexham. He 
served as a minister for a period of 10 
years in a house in Porth y Dre adapted 
to hold services that was rented for £8 a 
year, with both the minister’s salary and 
rent paid from supporters from outside 

the area. Under his ministry, the cause 
progressed. After leaving in 1817, 
however, there was no minister and the 
movement suffered greatly.

In 1827, Rev Evan Price, who studied 
in Carmarthen, came to serve. In the 
same year, an old stable and smithy 
were bought for £250, although there 
was not enough land on which to build a 
chapel. Sir Watkin Williams-Wynne, who 
owned the adjoining land, agreed to be 
‘kind to the dissenters’, so the 
congregation was able to buy sufficient 
land. The cost of building the new chapel 
was £1,340, a lot of money for a 
relatively small congregation of about 40 
members. Mr Williams from Y Wern and 
Mr Jones from Holywell came to the 
rescue and were prominent in helping 
the cause. Mr Williams believed his 
efforts and self-sacrifice in building the 
chapel was one of his greatest 
achievements in life.

It was said that Rev Evan Price was 
learned and knowledgeable, but not 
successful in his ministry and he left after 
eight years. It was unhappy for the 
chapel till, two years later, in 1839, 
Richard Jones from mid-Wales accepted 
an invitation to be the minister. He gave 
‘life to a cause that was dying’ and there 
was a strong renewal of faith, with the 
number of members increasing to 120 
and more. He died in the midst of his 
success in 1841.In 1843 Mr Aaron 
Francis from Newtown came. He was 
well thought of and successful but moved 
in 1846.

In 1847, the chapel was renovated at 
a cost of £1,400.

By 1848, Mr John Roberts came and 
he had a successful eight years, being 
popular and well thought of. In spite of 
several sales of works, there was still a 
burden of debt when he arrived, with still 
£440 outstanding. Mr J Davies of Plas yr 
Hall gave generous contributions and 
through his co-operation managed to get 
the chapel free of debt.

From 1857, there continued to be a 
succession of ministers. In an 1874 

It’s a news staple these days, alongside 
Trump and Brexit. Night after night, news 
presenters spit out more bad news 
regarding the high street. It seems that 
no store is immune. We have placed 
them all so high on a pedestal that 
there’s snow on top of them—only to find 
that many are now collapsing around us 
in an avalanche. 

But most of the focus is on larger town 
centre stores, those shedded in 
anonymous, soulless out-of-town retail 
parks and over-glamourous malls. The 
common element is that the stores are all 
well known names. 

Relying on large names as a bait to reel 
us in no longer works. The new wisdom 
is that to survive, a town needs to focus 
on independent traders. This, apparently, 
is what we now want.

Well, that’s what we’ve always had in 
Ruthin. We’re certainly no homogenised 
main street and neither have we that 
depressing round of pound shops, 
charity shops, tattoo artists and building 
societies—though there’s no doubt we 
could do with a few more financial 
institutions. The range of goods on offer 
may not be as broad as in the 1980s but 
it’s still largely comprehensive. 

They say it’s a make-or-break Christmas 
for shop keepers. I’m not sure who we 
expect to support our own town centre 
traders if we don’t ourselves. If we value 
the service they offer us, if we want a 
strong heart to our community, this 
Christmas more than at any other we 
need to show solidarity with our 
shopkeepers.

Capel Pendref

… the pinks are next to the Green, if 
you see what I mean, as the late Ted 
Lowe might’ve said on TV’s ‘Pot 
Black’. 

And it reminds us that life really is 
better in colour. If you think so, colour 
versions of all our recent editions are 
online.

Meanwhile, a school project in the 
USA resulted in our hunting for a 
postcard of Ruthin to send. We had in 
mind a traditional product with four 

views. Leaving 
aside the arty 
postcards 
each with a 
Ruthin door 
available at the 
Craft Centre, 
we found just 
two traditional 
designs. One 
from Castle 
Bell was up-to-
date but, 
unfortunately, 
there was a 
mis-spelling on 
the front. The 
other is 
reproduced left 
(but in black & 
white). That 
there is but 

two designs presumably reflects 
demand. My guess is that day visitors 
never bother with postcards and those 
staying longer simply use social media 
rather than waste an all-too-expensive 
stamp. Nevertheless, should we have a 
better range of postcards?

So, of the two available, this went to the 
US. It was taken in the mid-1960s, not 
long after the flower-bedecked 
roundabout was built. If you’re reading 
this online in colour, zoom in and note 
the pre-Warboys Committee “keep left” 

markings on the roundabout’s rim and 
the car park directional sign on the lamp 
column to the left of the Peers memorial.

The entrance to the Castle Hotel bars is 
at the Myddelton. There’s a betting office 
beyond Vanity Fayre. The Milk Bar’s still 
with us, albeit changed over the years. 
The long-standing Hovis sign projects 
out over the Square. 

A casual glance reveals that nothing’s 
substantially changed. What does seem 
odd are the cars. For one thing, there 
are refreshingly few of them along the 
Castle Hotel flank of St Peter’s Square. 
For another, two-way traffic was 
permissible along the opposite flank. All 
the vehicles were of UK manufacture.

The most prominent, parked directly 
outside the Castle Hotel, is a “face-lifted” 
Standard Ten of c.1959 before the model 
was culled two years later. Its 
registration RUN 727 is local. “UN” was 
used for Denbighshire vehicle 
registration marks till 1974 (as was CA). 
The vehicle behind it, outside the Milk 
Bar, seems to be a Ford Thames 300E 
van based on the Anglia saloon, related 
to the three-box Ford Popular. Also 
visible are a Ford Consul Cortina Mk I, 
an Austin Cambridge Mk II (or Morris 
Oxford), an Austin (or Morris) 1100, an 
Austin A35 van, a Hillman Imp and a 
Jaguar Mark 2. 

Colour versions of Town and 
Around are available online at 

townandaround.org.uk

For those of you watching 
in black & white…
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book, History of Welsh Independent 
Chapels, it records that Capel Pendref 
had gone through many changes in its 
history, through happy and less happy 
times. At the time of this entry, it had a 
good congregation and a lively Sunday 
School. Mr J Davies, John Bryan and 
Edward Jones are mentioned as pillars 
of the cause.

The 1870s marked a period of growth 
for the chapel, and the school room and 
vestry were added to the rear of the 
building. In 1875, £1,200 was spent on 
renovating and decorating the chapel. In 
1883, a warm water heating system was 
installed at a cost of £50. In 1913, a 
second vestry was built and, in 1922, a 
house was purchased for the minister 
with the members having to raise money 
again to clear the debt.

The chapel was painted and 
refurbished for a second time in 1927, in 
preparation for its centenary celebrations 
of the building of the chapel and of the 
birth of Joseph David Jones, hymn 
composer and head teacher, who lived at 
Clwyd Bank, who was probably one of 
the most famous members of the chapel. 
The visiting preacher for the centenary 
celebrations was the great and much 
loved ‘Elfed’ Lewis, associated with 
Buckley, who was also a hymn writer and 
poet.

There was a steady growth during the 
first half of the 20th century. In 1948 
there was a flourishing Sunday School 
and an Annual Festival. A few years later 
there was talk of spending cuts.

In 1963, it was noted that the building 
was in need of attention, and this is still a 
preoccupation. The Vestry was 
modernised in 1987 and is now used for 
services and other activities such as 
coffee mornings. The main church is only 
used for weddings and funerals, as well 
as St David’s Day, when all the non-
conformist chapels meet together to 
celebrate.

In 1992, the church was strengthened 
by being incorporated with the churches 
of Bethel in Mold, Lôn Swan in Denbigh 
and Ebeneser Ffordd Las under the 
ministry of Rev Graham Floyd, until 
2014. Now Rev Brian Evans from Mold is 
a part time minister for the chapel. On 
Easter Day 2019, six new members were 
accepted into the chapel, so its 
membership is now 36 with an average 
attendance of 10 - 15 on Sunday 
mornings.

… on this year’s 
Open Doors Weekends, 
writes FIONA GALE
During this year’s two Civic Association-
organised Open Doors weekends, there are 
walks, tours, new places to visit and some 
old favourites. First, here are some of the 
new buildings to explore.

Ruthin Town: September 7th/8th

For the first time, the Ruthin Masonic Hall is 
open to the public, located in part of the 
mediæval cloisters behind St Peter’s 
Church. It has a wonderful 17th century 
staircase which gives access to the hall. 

Another property open for the first time is 
the shop ‘State of Distress’ located in 
London House, St Peter’s Square, where 
there are fascinating old cellars to explore. 

Half of what was the Wynnstay Arms in 
Well Street is undergoing refurbishment, 
which has uncovered more timber framing 
and fragments of early 17th century 
decorative plasterwork. 

The fascinating cruck-framed thatched 
cottage of Tŷ Cerrig in Llanfwrog is open for 
the first time and take care as there are 
witches’ marks in the house—see p.11 of 
the September 2018 edition at 
ruthincivic.org/publications/town-and-
around/archive/

There is a chance to have a ‘sneak peak’ at 
the Old Courthouse refurbishment, which 
until recently was the NatWest bank. It is an 
early 15th century building which has now 
been bought by Ruthin Town Council and is 
being turned into an exciting Town Hub. 

It is outside here at 10a.m. on September 
7th that the event will be opened and 
launched by the mayor, Cllr Gavin Harris.

As before, the Craft Centre is organising 

some events to link in, including a book 
launch and music. On September 7th, there 
will be a guided tour of Nantclwyd y Dre 
and Ruthin Gaol, while at the Archives on 
September 8th, they will have short talks on 
‘Women in the North Wales Asylum’ and a 
look at daily life in the Asylum. 

There are two walks around the centre of 
Ruthin to explore the old pubs and shops, 
led by local experts Roger Edwards and 
Geraint Woolford. Also as in past years, 
some of the chapels and churches in the 
town will be open over the weekend. 

Ruthin District: September 14th/15th 

During the following weekend, there are 
further new places to discover. On 
September 14th, there’s a guided walk to St 
Dyfnog’s Well at Llanrhaeadr and a chance 
to visit the churches in the villages of 

Clocaenog and Efenechtyd, as well as Tŷ 
Coch barns at Llangynhafal, home to local 
business Bathing Beauty, housed in the 
refurbished cruck-framed building which 
underwent repair work in the early 2000s, 
turning it from the cow-shed it was into the 
stunning timber-framed building that it had 
originally been designed to be.

Brochures are available throughout the 
town and bookings for walks and tours can 
be made by ringing Ruthin Library on 
704274. Start planning your weekends now. 
There is lots to do and see. Ruthin Open 
Doors has been running for more than a 
decade and is organised by Ruthin & 
District Civic Association. Fiona Gale is the 
Open Doors co-ordinator. 

New Places and 
Old Favourites…

Tŷ Coch, Llangynhafal, 
open on the 14th/15th
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This quarter, we celebrate the 15th 
anniversary of the foundation of 
Ruthin’s gull colony. Since then, it’s 
grown from strength to strength. Our 
parents and grandparents used to say 
that seagulls only ever came inland 
when the weather on the coast was 
rough. Having taken root here, 
nowadays, we can enjoy their birdsong 
24 hours a day, seven days a week. 
Forget waking up to the dawn chorus. 
Herring gulls are in flight well before 
then, charming us with their happy 
laughter, appreciated by the town’s 
insomniacs. And they don’t give up at 
dusk, either. We thank all those who 
feed this protected species, with 
appreciation particularly from the mail 
delivery room, as posties now refuse to 
drop during the breeding season to 
one house in one small corner of 
Ruthin, thanks to the naturally 
protective nature of a pair of adult 
gulls. 

Is the mobile phone signal so bad in 
Ruthin that we have to resort to extreme 
measures to make a call? Spotted at the 
foot of Clwyd Street is this man who had 
to extend a ladder to get a signal. To make 
a reservation or order a takeaway, it would 
probably have been easier to ring the 
Ocean Pearl doorbell.

At the same time as contractors are 
working on the former Nat West, others 
are within and outwith the former 
Barclay’s, stripping out and making the 
ground floor marketable. Informed 
sources suggest that there’s no 
prospective tenant and the works are 

simply to help find one. Our guess is 
that any new tenant won’t be a bank.

Work began in July as promised on the 
demolition of the former (and condemned) 
dining hall at Ruthin School. This follows 
the completion in December 2018 of the 
multi-million pound new hall. 

New in town on Well Street in the 
former wool shop is Hashm Barbers. 
Its backlit orange fascia shines out 
brightly over Station Road. We’re used 
to seeing hair & beauty salons but 
Hasm now brings the number of 
barbers to an all-time high of five. 
Hashm also seems to be open longer 
hours, including Sundays—as you 
might find in larger towns and cities. 
Next door, at Well Street Clinic, a late 
July paint-up reinforces the orange-
ness of this quarter.

Other buildings under paint include 
Creative Image, Wynnstay House & next 
to Hide Away.

Speed limits have changed on the A494 
trunk road near and through Pwllglas. 
First, the 40 mph zone in the village 
was extended southwards and then, in 
late July, also northwards, plus a new 
50 mph  buffer to  the north of Pwllglas 
itself. 

Interested parties had till August 15th to 
submit tenders to purchase the former 
schools site on Rhos Street. As mentioned 
in the article on the replacement LDP (p1), 
the former schools are one of Ruthin’s 
candidate sites for potential new housing. 
We are not aware of whether the building 
will be saved.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………

Taken as near as 
we dare to the 
house posties 

boycott

Five Years Ago
Our “10 Years Ago” feature in our 
September 2018 edition focused on the 
“Jewel in the Vale” branding used for a 
short time to promote Ruthin from the 
summer of 2008. 

Five years ago this autumn and Ruthin 
Town Council undertook a “beauty 
contest” to pick a new logo, as part of a 
brand refresh for the town. This was the 
inspiration of our then (temporary) town 
centre co-ordinator. 

There was a short-list of three. One 
echoed the ceiling of the Castle (above) 
and a second the town’s built 
environment. 

The winner on a public vote, below, 
reflected the Clwydian Range and is a 
logo with which we are familiar today, 
even though, more recently, this seems a 
little less popular—though, for example, 

we use it on our own main website. 
Before the official launch in May 2015, the 
colours were muted to reflect the hills; the 
town name was placed in lower case other 
than the first letter; and there was the 
introduction of the cut-out silhouette of St 
Peter’s steeple.
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Derek Jones reports on 
the reappearance of 
some prints by Ruthin’s 
‘Native Artist’ 
A small window on the work of a 
neglected artist was opened with the 
publication of John Barrell’s Edward 
Pugh of Ruthin, ‘A Native Artist’ 
(University of Wales Press, 2013). An 
exhibition was held at the Craft Centre, 
and there was even an ‘Edward Pugh 
Project’ to fly the flag for an artist who 
had hitherto been unknown even in his 
birthplace.

Six years later, there is a danger, I 
believe, that the window on Pugh’s work 
will be closed again. Yes, there is, of 
course, the plaque in Well Street, which 
commemorates the artist. That is well 
and good, but it is not enough. Those 
who have read John Barrell’s book will 
remember how he encourages us to see 
our town and county as the artist saw 
them. To understand that we need to be 
able to look at Pugh’s Seven Views in 
Denbighshire, and come to our own 
conclusions on the value of his work.

And, as it happens, we now can now see 
four of them. The ‘Edward Pugh Project’ 
is alive and well. At the end of the 
exhibition, John Barrell presented to the 
town with four representative prints of 
Seven Views, which were given to the 
Library. They had then, unfortunately, 
been lost to sight till a tentative enquiry 
about their whereabouts prompted a 
search. They were soon found and are 
now on display in the lobby at the 
entrance to the Library.

What is now needed is a small extra 
display giving the background and, 
perhaps, some notes on the individual 
prints. John Barrell’s generosity also 
needs to be acknowledged.

Meanwhile, here is a brief preview of four 
Views. First, and most familiar, the print 
of Llanfwrog, Ruthin and Llanbedr: village 
street, Cross Keys, a pond, and the 
towers of St Mwrog’s and St Mary’s, 
against a background of Bwlch Pen 
Barras, distinctive and dominant. In the 
foreground, however, there is a woman 
dressed in black and clutching a baby, 
with two others who appear to be kindly 
disposed towards her. There’s clearly a 
story behind their presence, well worth 
pursuing.

In Bathafarn Hills from Coedmarchan 
Rocks, by contrast, Pugh presents us 
what he calls, in his book Cambria 
Depicta, ‘a barren rocky mountain’ and, 
beyond it, ‘a delightful view of the Vale’. 
The tower of St Cynfarch and St Mary’s 
at Llanfair DC is just visible on the right. 
Perhaps also, however, Pugh wants to 
draw our attention to the texture of the 
rock in the foreground and is hinting at 
how the scene might be altered by the 
exploitation of the nearby limestone.

Now for Foel Famma, from Carreg Carn-
March Arther (the artist’s spelling). Today 
we see less of it than Pugh could see, 
because the view up to Moel Arthur is 
covered with trees, though it has also 
become a much visited country park. The 
road is in better condition than in the late 
18th century, and the monument at the 
side is still easy to notice, if its inscription 
belongs to the realm of fantasy. 
Conversation pieces on each side of the 
road reveal a welcome sign of community 
life and activity.

Finally, Pugh’s print of Pen-y-Lan, across 
the Dee (not illustrated here), takes us 
quite some distance away, to Erbistock, 
and even encourages us to look over the 
Dee into Shropshire. There are field 
boundaries, and even a view of a country 
house with a connection to Lord Kenyon, 
the judge who had recently presided 
over the trial of Thomas Paine, author of 
The Rights of Man (1792). Pugh’s 

political views are, to say the least, 
ambiguous—but he sometimes needed 
the patronage of local gentry to make a 
living!

I hope there is enough here to encourage 
readers of Town and Around to take a 
look at the Library’s latest acquisitions. I 
also wonder whether there may be scope 
for the continuation of the ‘Edward Pugh 
Project’ to study the work of the artist in 
his time. Certainly Cambria Depicta is 
worth more attention than it has 
otherwise, so far, been given.

Lost & Found

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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Quayle Award

For those of us still reading 
newspapers, a July edition of the Free 
Press featured the ceremony to award both 
new Glasdir schools the 2018 Quayle 
Award. A similar award goes to Ruthin 
School for the 2018 dining room.

Subscription News

Subscriptions for 2019-20 are now due and 
a renewal form is enclosed for existing 
members who do not pay by standing order. 
If no form is enclosed with this edition then 
it is because either you have an existing 
standing order or have already made 
payment in advance.

RADCA Emails—problems again?

If you’re not receiving RADCA emails, 
sadly, it seems, you may be in good 
company. We understand that especially 

BT and Yahoo Mail addresses may be 
blocking our emails—again—especially 
those sent by us with addresses in the 
BCC field (which is most of them). May we 
suggest that all members on email kindly 
add cymru@clwyd.org to their contacts. 
That way, you will minimise the risk of of 
not receiving them.

Notice of Civic 
Association AGM

The Ruthin & District Civic 
Association’s 2019 Annual 
General Meeting will be 
held at 7 p.m. on October 

14th, 2019, at the Naylor Leyland Centre, 
Well Street.

After the transaction of the usual 
business, members, guests & members of 
the public will hear Fiona Gale speak on 
“My Life as an Archæologist”. All are 
welcome (but only members may vote at 
the AGM, of course).

St Peter’s Square Picture

We are pleased to report that after 
Veronica Battersby’s painting of St Peter’s 
Square went on eBay, we sold it for the 
reserve price.

Windfarm Visit

In the late afternoon of 
September 5th, we have 
arranged with Jones 
Bros of Ruthin a visit to 
their Clocaenog 

windfarm site. Numbers are limited 
and, if interested, please email or 
phone (answering machine) the 
Secretary as soon as possible (details 
right). It will be strictly first come, first 
served. Joining details nearer the time.

Ruthin & District Civic Association 
Town & Around is published 
quarterly by the Ruthin & District 
Civic Association

It is available from Ruthin Library 
and on townandaround.org.uk

It is delivered free to Association 
members

We welcome articles, 
contributions, suggestions and 
letters, in Welsh or English

Please send them to the 
Secretary at cymru@clwyd.org or 
Coedlan, 25 Stryd y Brython, 
Ruthin, LL15 1JA (tel. 704256)

The deadline for the next edition 
is November 15th, 2019

Thanks are due to this quarter’s 
contributors: Kathy Daniels, Peter 
Daniels, Fiona Gale, Derek 
Jones, Harold Jones, Isabel 
Stewart, Heather Williams; and 
with the help of Glyn Evans, Alan 
Jones, Dorinda Kostravenglis, 
Sarah Roberts and Brian Williams

Views expressed by 
contributors are their own and 
neither necessarily reflect 
those of the Association nor 
those of their employer

© September 2019 Ruthin & 
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