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Another phase in the 
development of the area’s 
windfarms compels  
inveterate campaigner 
MICHAEL SKUSE to write
Free as the wind… but is it the way ahead?

Windfarms? Like them or loathe them?  
Miracles of sustainable energy, infinitely 
renewable while the free wind blows? Or 
ugly, useless lavatory brushes in the sky, 
trivialising our finest horizons, killing birds 
and scaring all wildlife, failing hopelessly to 
keep our planet from getting warmer?

Whatever you feel, views from Ruthin to the 
west and south west are changing and are 
about to change more.

Innogy, a German company, is right now 

building 27 turbines in Clocaenog Forest. 
Roads and footpaths have been closed. 

Thousands of trees have been cleared, 
and massive excavations are being dug 
for the turbine foundations, each one, it is 
said, the size of an Olympic swimming 
pool. 

Extensive studies have been done to 
determine the effects on everything from 
archæology to local water supplies, from 
dormice to pine marten, from bats to owls. 
 
Borrow pits (quarries) are being dug out of 
the rock to provide stone for the 
foundations, for the roads that will be used 
to transport the components of the 27 
massive structures themselves, and for 
the hardstandings for the enormous 
cranes needed to erect them.  Borrow pit 
E is gigantic—the intended hole itself is no 
less than 18 acres in extent, providing  
around two million ton of rock. And the 

total area, including a cleared area round 
the hole, will be 25 acres!

Each turbine will be 475ft high, to the tip of 
the blade. The London Eye is 442ft. In 
every view, from the Clwydian Range to Y 
Berwyn, from Prestatyn to Corwen, from 
the Wirral and beyond, these things will 
divert your eye as you gaze at what was 
once upon a time, in the golden days of 
just a few years ago, glorious rolling forest 
and moor.

But hey! Who cares about views? There 
will be a community fund, which will give 
local people up to £768,000 every year to 
build schools and village halls, to endow 
scholarships for local children to attend 
Llysfasi, to provide comforts for old 
people. Whatever. Every year! Out of the 
profits! Or perhaps I should say out of the 
subsidies (which come from our electricity 
bills).
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May 2018 at Cerrig, heading for the Brenig windfarm, is a DAF XF 105.510 pulling part of a 
turbine shaft section down the middle of the A5 during a rolling road closure. Clocaenog’s 
blades are 45ft longer than Brenig’s, which means the shafts will be longer & broader still
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So things will never be the same again in 
North East Wales. We will be 
industrialised.....and some of us will 
benefit; not least Innogy itself.  

This all started back in 2005, when the 
Welsh Government published the 
infamous Technical Advice Note 8 
(TAN8), which designated a number of 
upland areas throughout Wales as 
Strategic Search Areas (SSAs), places 
where large windfarm applications would 
be encouraged. It said “Within (and 
immediately adjacent to) the SSAs, the 
implicit objective is to accept landscape 
change, i.e. a significant change in 
landscape character from wind turbine 
development.”

That sentence alone sealed the fate of 
our countryside. It is perhaps worth 
noting that the wind industry itself 
provided much of the content of TAN8 for 
the Welsh Government. So much for 
impartiality.

But Clocaenog is not the only place 
where you can admire, or hate, these 
Quixotic giants. Here is a list of all the 
other windfarms in North East Wales, 
either up and running (if the wind is 
blowing!), or in construction, or 
approved:

  Brenig (NE of Llyn Brenig Recreational 
Reservoir): 16 turbines under 
construction

 Tir Mostyn & Foel Goch (E of Brenig): 
25 turbines operational (there is talk of 
replacing the existing turbines with larger 
ones)

 Pant y Maen (NW of Brenig): seven 
turbines consented (with an interesting 
planning history—it was refused locally, 
went to appeal, the inspector 
recommended refusal, but minister 
Lesley Griffith AM overruled her and 
granted consent)

 Wern Ddu (near the Ruthin-Corwen 
road): four turbines, operational.

 Hafoty Ucha (S of Cerrigydrudion): four 
turbines, operational.

  Moel Maelogan (near Llanrwst): 12 
turbines operational

  Nant Bach (on the hill called Mwdwl 
Eithin, S of Llanfihangel GM on the 
B5105): 10 turbines, slowly being built 

  Braich Ddu (near the Druid traffic lights 
A494 Bala road from the A5): three 
turbines up and running.

Not included in this list are the smaller 
single turbines appearing on farms all 
over the place. Wind is now considered a 
valid extra income stream for farmers.

And then there is the promise, or threat, 
of another large scheme on the forested 
land east of the Alwen Reservoir and 

west of Llyn Brenig. This appears to be 
owned by Dŵr Cymru, leased to the 
Welsh Government, and managed on 
their behalf by Natural Resources Wales. 
There is room there for perhaps 20 
turbines, but we wait and see. The 
owners of the Clocaenog windfarm are 
currently surveying the site.

I have tried to be unbiased about all this, 
but find I cannot be, and I apologise for 
that. When all the above are built I shall 
be able to see from my sitting room 
window in Llangynhafal a total of 77 
turbines, including farm turbines but 
excluding the emerging project at Alwen. 
With Alwen, it will be close to 100.

Even more will be visible, indeed 
prominent, on the horizon when viewed 
from the Clwydian Range, especially 
from the path to Moel Famau, a view 
admired by generations of country lovers 
from Merseyside and the Wirral. Millions 
of townspeople will see the effects of 
these things whenever they venture forth 
for a relaxing day in Wales.

Will they help to stop global warming, 
which is not Welsh warming, or UK 
warming, but global? Most large 
countries’ emissions of CO2 dwarf 
ours… China, India, Brazil, USA, 
Indonesia, Australia, Russia, to name a 
few. We are just a tiny little part of the 
world picture.

Do drive up to what’s left of the forest, or 
just walk along the path from Pen Barras 
to Moel Famau, and judge for yourself 
whether all this is vandalism, or a waste 
of money, or inevitable and justifiable 
development. 

I am indebted to my friend John 
Hopkinson for some of the facts herein

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

The town council 
anticipates 
producing its report 
on the Market Town 
of the Future 
consultation this 
month 
(September). It 
has collated public 
views and 
circulated a draft 
to Town 
councillors and to 
its funding 
partners before 
releasing the 
final public 
version. The 
Ruthin & District 
Civic 
Association and 

some of our members 
responded during the consultation (see 
the June 2018 edition of Town and 
Around).

Following the consultation, expect the 
report to highlight:

 An increased emphasis on safer routes, 
especially to both  the two new primary 
schools.

 An emphasis on ways of encouraging 
extra footfall within the town and the 
concept of “sticky streets”, much 
favoured by respondents.

 Support for the Old Courthouse project 
(at the former Nat West Bank). 

 Removal of the roundabout on St 
Peter’s Square.

One proposal that did not receive as 
much support as expected was for 
housing on the Rhos Street School site. 
It seemed that consultees perhaps 
misunderstood the proposal and 
respondents tended to believe that the 
whole site would be given over to 
housing, with the attendant traffic and 
cars. In fact, the Town Council would 
prefer only part of this site to be available 
for housing and that these would 
preferably be for older people. It’s even 
understood that the County Council is 
currently in discussions with potential 

private sector companies to further this 
aim. The remainder of the site could then 
be available for community use.

Proposals for housing at the drill hall and 
scout hut were also less popular and it is 
understood that the report will play down 
the need for housing in these locations. 

On the other hand, housing at Canol y 
Dre, within easy walking distance of the 
town centre, has proven to be popular. 
The sale for housing of County Council 
land at Canol y Dre may even realise 
sufficient funding to pay for the 
infrastructure required to open up land 
earmarked for light industrial use. 

At the time of writing, for commercial 
reasons, the town council cannot yet 
release progress (or otherwise, as the 
case may be) regarding the potential 
purchase of the Old Courthouse. 
Informed sources suggest, however, that 
the town council has been successful in 
securing preferred bidder status and that 
a cash offer to purchase the building 
from the Nat West may have gone in.

Windfarms: from Page 1

Ruthin Future Week 2 Update

The principal contractor 
undertaking work between May 
2018 and October 2019 at the £20m 
Clocaenog windfarm site is Ruthin’s 
own Jones Bros Civil Engineering
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Ruthin once again welcomes all comers 
to the 17th CADW-listed “Open Doors” 
heritage weekends. And, again, we’ve 
split the event into two, such is the 
offering we have available. 

Join us, then, this month in our 
celebration of our heritage buildings, as 
organised by the Civic Association. Many 
are either not generally open to the public 
or, if they are, will offer something both 
unique and free. Brochures are available 
now from the Library and Craft Centre.

New for 2018, you will be able to:

 Visit the recently renovated Clwyd 
Bank, Clwyd Street, proudly displaying a 
rare Ruthin Borough Council plaque and 
formerly the Clwyd Bank Academy and 
dairy farm supplying milk to the town.

 View a length of the Ruthin town walls 
which are approx. 15ft high in places at 
the 17th century Siop Elfair, Clwyd 
Street, formerly the New Inn and 
brewery. Within, there’s an original 
fireplace of unique design with large flue.
 Admire The Laundry, part of the former 
Llanrhaeadr Hall country estate, which 
dates back to the 16th century but was 
much altered in the 1770s. There’s a 
walled garden to visit, as an extension of 
the terraced courtyard garden with 
cottage-style planting, herbaceous beds 
and formal hedging.
 Hear a short talk about the life of the 

drovers at the Drovers at Rhewl while 
exploring the pub and its Scots pine 
trees, markers for travelling herdsmen.

 “Unlock the Asylum” at the County 
Archives, Clwyd Street, with mini-talks 
on the foundation of the North Wales 
Hospital, an exhibition of some of the 
hospital’s original documents and 
artefacts from the Denbighshire Museum 
Service collection. The Archive will also 
host the “Same but Different” portrait 
exhibition.

 Join artist Christine Mills for a series of 
informal drawing sessions at the Craft 
Centre as part of the 
www.drawntogether.wales project and go 
on a drawing journey around Ruthin 
town to (re)discover Ruthin’s rich 
historical buildings. Materials provided 
and no art experience necessary—just a 
willingness to participate. 

 Introduce yourself to the new “Digital 
Trail” for the Ruthin Castle (note this will 
be open on 15th/16th). Through the use 
of route maps, images and audio 
recordings you will be able to see, walk 
through and listen to the history of the 
ancient site through the years, its stories, 
its scandals and its heritage. 

We also have on offer some of the usual 
favourites & full details are in this year’s 
booklet. Among them are many local 
churches and chapels in and around 
Ruthin (on their appropriate weekends); 

Porth y Dŵr, Clwyd Street; Wayfarer Wool 
Shop, Well Street; Plas Newydd, Llanfair 
DC; and The Old Rectory, Efenechtyd. 

There will be the opportunity to join one of 
several walking tours, including those by 
the popular Roger Edwards.

Rose Cottage, Rhos Street, will be open 
this year. Note that Ruthin Castle opens 
on the second not first weekend.

Full details are in the 40-page booklet 
available now from the Library. This will 
include information on Nantclwyd y Dre 
and the Old Gaol. 

We are 
indebted to 
those who are 
opening their 
properties, to 
our primary 
sponsor, 
Ruthin Town 
Council, and 
to Carroll 
Builders, 
Jones Bros & 
Denbighshire 
County 
Council. 

Information 
correct at the time of going to print. See 
brochure for opening times and dates.

Open Invitation Open Doors Weekend September 2018
Ruthin town—8th & 9th | Ruthin district—15th & 16th

DEREK JONES suggests a re-launch of 
one of Ruthin’s most original 
publications

If you were to ask me which activity gave me 
most satisfaction whilst I was in the chairman of 
the Civic Association, I would reply, without 
hesitation, researching, writing and the 
publication of “Slow Walks Round Ruthin”. I was 
of course delighted that it went into a second 
edition. 

Ruthin is not the only place to have a town trail. 
Many, perhaps most, have one. What is original 
about Slow Walks is that it had an underlying 
message: put succinctly, “walk slowly, see 
more”. To that I would now add “walk again and 
again, keep your eyes open and you will see 
more every time; be prepared to be surprised”.

Our annual Open Doors festival is as good a 
time as any to think about extending the 
message, so that more people know about 
Slow Walks. I could be wrong but I have yet to 
see walkers round Ruthin, our booklet in 
hand, stopping and looking at the details of 
what is, by any standard, a place worth some 
slow walking.

Visitors—and residents for that matter—have 
some excuse. Where would they find a copy 
of Slow Walks Round Ruthin?

It is, of course, in the Library but where else is 
it, and how would potential readers know 
where to look? I am, of course, prejudiced, 
but I have some excuse for thinking that, at 
present, part of the original purpose of the 
publication has been lost.

I am therefore suggesting that we re-launch 
Slow Walks. It needs to be visible in as many 
shops and public buildings as will house it. 

Of course, the question of how to pay for it will 
raise its head. Personally, I think it could be 
sold for a modest sum. I hope the committee 
will receive my suggestion favourably. How 
about their aiming to have the new edition on 
the streets for next year’s Open Doors? There 
could hardly be a better time to spread its 
message.

There is a wider message, and we have only 
to look as far as Mold and Llangollen to get to 
know more about it. Our two neighbouring 
towns are both members of what is known as 
the Cittaslow Movement. Founded at Greve in 
Chianti, Italy, in 1999, the movement is open 
to towns of under 50,000 people which want 
to promote a healthy lifestyle (they began as 

an offshoot of the Slow Eating Movement).

Cittaslow sets out to resist the trend for all 
places to look alike. It promotes diversity 
and distinctiveness as well as taking steps 
to protect the environment. I feel sure there 
are many local people who would nod their 
heads at those aims—and might be 
prepared to take a few more steps to bring 
them closer to home.

As well as Mold and Llangollen, Cittaslow 
branches have been established Berwick-
upon Tweed and Perth. Hardly 
unexpectedly, there are 75 Cittaslow towns 
in Italy, and there are even 11 in South 
Korea (though I am not aware of any north 
of the 38th parallel). 

It would be good to add a further 
international dimension to a town which is 
already linked with Briec. It’s a matter for 
many other Ruthin organisations as well as 
the Civic Association—especially the town 
council. I am merely sowing a seed, but I 
hope it will germinate.

Walk Slowly 
See More

Walk the Green Plaques 
route: see p9 for details
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The Civic Association’s long held the 
view that traffic speeds in town are too 
high. The centre is the subject of a 30 
mph limit. We’ve always felt it should be 
20 mph. It’s rare that anyone goes quite 
as fast as 30 mph… though it is known, 
especially over reckless, short bursts. 

20 mph is probably a happy medium that 
allows vehicles to manœuvre yet 
pedestrians to go about their business. It 
is a more civilised speed.

Moreover, during the summer, there 
again began a national debate about 
whether there should be a blanket 20 
mph limit across the Wales’ residential 
areas & built-up streets.

There are times of the day (or night) 
when motorists use excessive speed. 
This causes noise and nuisance. It 
threatens pedestrians. In November 
2017, we wrote to the police to ask if 
there was anything they could do to help 
with the extremes. It took a long while for 
a full response and, in fairness, this was 
partly because they actually took the 
trouble to measure town centre speed, 
something we didn’t expect. 

According to the police, it turns out that 
the average speed in Well Street is a 
respectable 20 mph. This is an average, 
of course. The 85th percentile speed in 

Well Street, however, was 28 mph. An 
earlier assessment of Clwyd Street gave 
similar figures (the average was 22 mph 
and the 85th percentile again 28 mph). 
This means, in town, 85 per cent of 
drivers travel along Well Street and 
Clwyd Street at 28 mph or less. We feel 
that 28 mph is definitely not OK. It also 
means that 15 per cent of drivers are 
doing more than 28 mph.

In our correspondence with the 
police—six months before the new 
schools were opened—we welcomed the 
mobile speed camera stationed on Lôn 
Parcwr near the Glasdir housing estate 
and that there were occasional unmarked 
police cars patrolling (or at least passing 
through) that section of road. 

Notwithstanding recent calls for a lower 
limit near the new schools on Ffordd 
Glasdir (the new name for the Northern 
Link Road), at the time, the Committee 
felt that there should be greater 
emphasis & resource placed on dealing 
with the problem within the town centre 
as it was here, in the Committee’s 
opinion, that there was the greater safety 
threat and where the environmental 
nuisance lies. 

The police replied that they have strict 
rules about when they can (and cannot) 
enforce speed. Having identified Ruthin 

town centre traffic speeds, it mean these 
roads fall outside enforcement—the 
average and 85th percentile are just too 
low. It therefore seems that we have to 
put up with the high jinks of some 
motorists at some times of the day (or 
night) and that there is little that the 
police can do.

Perhaps the solution lies with the Market
Town of the Future. Is this an opportunity 
to press for a lower limit as part of 
environmental improvements? Yet, there 
is a danger that the proposed one-way 
system will accelerate, not decelerate, 
traffic. The Civic Association supports the 
sort of work needed on the Square and 
the scrapping of the roundabout, though 
it has to be said that there are those in 
the community who view its removal as 
detrimental, simply because the 
roundabout currently slows traffic down. 

Or, we can perhaps await the arrival of 
autonomous cars which prevent the 
“driver” from exceeding a particular limit, 
perhaps set nationally at 20mph in towns.

20mph in Town, Please

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Developer to 
Finish Glasdir 
Estate
The Civic Association welcomes news 
to bring part-completed housing to the 
rear of Glasdir into use and plans to 
finish off phase 1 of the estate. 

In July, Taylor Wimpey posted the 
required pre-planning consultation 
notices around the estate.

With demand at the lower price range for 
housing said to be strong, Taylor Wimpey 
has at last shown an interest in 
completing the housing estate known as 
Glasdir.

And, with all three primary schools now in 
the vicinity of Glasdir and Denbigh Road, 
the finished estate will undoubtedly prove 
even more popular with families. 

It was six years ago that the flood halted 
further development at Glasdir. 

It has been four years since flood 
protection was strengthened. 

Two years ago, Taylor Wimpey cleared the 
site up, removing the cement silo, fencing 
and equipment. It was at this time that 
near-complete houses were boarded up. 
The rear Section C nevertheless had an 
abandoned air to it.  

And it’s been a year since the three show 
homes found their way onto the open 
market—all of which sold quickly. 

Taylor Wimpey will now finish off the 
incomplete section C of the original phase 
more or less as set under its original 2004 
permission.  

This is believed to mean 42 rather than 
the original planned 49 new homes. We 
don’t anticipate any additional units. 

Largely untouched since 2012, a number 
at present are almost complete, others 
are overgrown and there are a number of 
bare foundation slabs. We understand 
that some—or all—of those slabs will go, 
in favour of a new layout.

It is with relief that it would appear that the 
part-completed dwellings will now no 
longer become a permanent monument to 
the 2012 floods.

Official Coach 
Friendly Status?
Over the summer, the Visit Ruthin 
website featured space announcing that 
“Ruthin is Coach Friendly”. 

The website extols the virtues of Ruthin 
as a coach stop. The town has recently 
submitted an application for official 
coach-friendly status, as bestowed by the 
Confederation of Passenger Transport, 
the trade association for UK coaching. 

In Wales, only Betws y Coed, Conwy, 
Llandudno and Cardiff have such a 
status. It would be good if we could join 
them. 

There once was a time, of course, when 
coach tours would regularly stop here. 
Even Shearings’ Holidays now simply 
pass through with little more than a 
mention as the coach speeds off. 

Tourists by coach have a something of a 
reputation of spending next to nothing in 
a town they visit save for a cup of tea but 
even that would be most welcome by our 
cafés and pubs. 

Boarded up and overgrown but soon to be loved?
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Last issue, we 
commented with 
sadness upon the 
closure after over 40 
years of the Siop Nain 
café. In this edition, we 
have some altogether 
better news regarding 
the important building 
and its new use, writes 
K R DANIELS 
It’s pleasing to report that the former 
Siop Nain café has new tenants and is 
alive and well. Completely repositioned 
in the hospitality market, it’s now called 
Rupert’s No. 6. It’s a business 
partnership between Lois, late of the 
Boar’s Head; and Robert, the son of the 
the original proprietors of Siop Nain and 
whose family still owns the building.

Within, the place is now largely 
unrecognisable. They’ve made a number 
of alternations but, notably, nothing 
structural to this important heritage 
building. Much of the wood which had 
adorned the walls served no structural 
purpose and is stripped out. Likewise, 
the false latticework separating part of 
the former café has gone. Although the 
current tenants have retained some 
former Siop Nain tables, they’re 
unrecognisable from the dark examples 
of old. Some wood is now lightened grey 
and the flooring’s an attractive wood-
effect porcelain, with intricate fretwork 
along the rough stone of the fireplace. As 
for the overall effect, some have 
mentioned that it reminds them of the 
sort of experience they get in Europe. 

In short, the place has a very different 
feel to it. 

The hospitality sector is a notoriously 
difficult one to tackle. Nationally, we’ve 
seen retrenchment on the part of chains 
like Jamie Oliver and Prezzo. In Ruthin, 
in recent years, we’ve witnessed the 
closure of the mid-sector Ye Olde Anchor 
and Wynnstay Arms; the Clwyd Gate 
(thrice); Annie’s & the two restaurants 
that followed her; the closure (thrice) of 
the Nant y Felin and its reopening; and 
the closure and re-opening of Ye Olde 
Cross Keys. Obviously, Siop Nain café 
has closed, as did the Coffee Mill, 
Nelson’s and Nelson’s immediate 
successor. Even the Craft Centre café 
was unlet till the County Council came to 
its own rescue. 

I therefore put it to Lois that success was 
by no means guaranteed in such a 
difficult market.

She countered this by saying that she is 
offering something unique to Ruthin. 
Nowhere else in town is there such an 

intimate wine bar (or any wine bar, for 
that matter). No longer need you travel to 
Chester to visit one. Lois is offering a 
wide variety of foods, all of which are 
home-cooked or -baked. And neither will 
food for vegans be mere tokenism. Even 
the shortbreads offered with coffee are 
vegan. Lois thinks that her food is 
reasonably priced and, she says, it sits 
comfortably between the high-end 
market already captured by On the Hill 
and pub-chain food which is the 
speciality of Wetherspoon’s. Competing 
against either (or both) is probably futile, 
anyway.

And then there’s the coffee. Our tastes in 
coffee have evolved during the time of 
the Siop Nain café. We are now much 
more discerning. Lois spent time as a 
Costa Coffee barista (though not in 
Ruthin) and she obviously has a feel for 
that side of the business. Hers, she says, 
will never be the “conveyor belt” coffee of 
her larger competitors. Instead, she 
promises, it will be the best coffee in 
town, bar none. To this end, she will be 
opening at least six days a week, 
including for breakfast, lunch and 
evening food… and for coffee 
throughout. 

Although it was originally believed to be 
either an Italian or a tapas bar, Rupert’s 
No. 6 will be neither, yet it will also be 
both. How so? Head chef John (formerly 
at the Craft Centre café) believes that a 
set format is tedious for customers. 
There will be special themes and, to 
keep things fresh, continual menu 
changes. As John put it, if you’ve been to 
a tapas bar once, how soon or even why 
would you go again? 

The combination of all the above, then, is 
the unique selling point at Rupert’s No. 
6. But what of the name itself? Robert, 
her business partner, is about to self-
publish a novel by the name of “The 
Secret Life of Rupert St George”. 
Publishing is another notoriously difficult 
venture but, if his book takes off, the plan 
is for the book (and, ambitiously, the 

film!) to do for Ruthin what the film of the 
same name did for Notting Hill. Quite an 
aspiration. 

Set in Ruthin, in “The Secret Life...” 
there’s a mythical restaurant. There’s no 
prizes for guessing where this might now 
be. 

Conversion of the premises began in 
early May and was handled by only a 
couple of local craftsmen. Rupert’s No. 6 
opened for the Top Dre event on June 
30th for the weekend; for a second 
weekend a fortnight later; and for seven 
days a week after that. Evening opening 
is dependent upon an alcohol licence.

Not everyone appreciates the seismic 
changes within. One customer was 
adamant he wanted egg & chips and left 
disappointed. Another remarked that he 
preferred the more traditional approach 
of the former café. Yet, the vast majority, 
so far, have taken to Rupert’s. As Lois 
herself points out, during the café at Siop 
Nain’s 40 years, tastes have moved on 
considerably. Her head chef added that 
it’s difficult to make money by selling tea 
& cakes alone. Apart from anything else, 
apart from some atmosphere and 
something to experience, people seem 
to want buckets of real coffee and a 
meal.

Rupert’s No. 6 Bears Up

www.ruthincivic.org September 2018

What did we notice during the 
refurbishment? This box from IKEA (for 

an impressive lampshade).
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No more blackboards, easels, flying chalk 
and board rubbers, writes Peter Daniels. 

During our much delayed July visit to the 
new Glasdir primary schools, a good 
turnout of members & guests discovered 
that the schools were superbly designed 
with, for instance, a natural air flow 
system & windows that open 
automatically—even at 
weekends—dependent upon the heat. 
There was much use of natural light. 

They were also fitted out with the latest IT 
equipment to help make learning more of 
an experience. So, instead of black- or 
even white-boards, each classroom now 
had a large interactive screen on which 
classroom teachers could write and draw, 
with finger or stylus. That allowed them to 
save their work for later, as necessary. 

The screen doubled as a video player 
and even a web browser. 

Whereas in 1995, Rhos Street had just 
one PC, today pupils had access to 40 
iPads and 15 Chromebooks for use at 
tables. This was in addition to fixed 
computer points. 

The emphasis on IT was helping staff 
prepare pupils for jobs that have not yet 
even been imagined.

The schools had adopted differing 
layouts. Ysgol Pen Barras used a more 
traditional corridor-with-classrooms model 
but Rhos Street School was more open 
plan. Here, the concept of the 
“classroom” was somewhat fluid. For the 
youngest, with the accent on learning by 
touch and play, they could more-or-less 

dictate their own pace, move around, use 
the “wet areas” and even use the all-
weather outdoors area, all at will. In fact, 
free access to outdoor “classrooms” was 
part and parcel of their everyday 
experience. 

All this came as something of a surprise 
to many of us more used to the serried 
ranks of desks under the firm control of a 
teacher. Here was a modern, inclusive 
learning environment. It was also 
pleasing to hear first hand how 
enthusiastic & appreciative staff were of 
their new 
surroundings. 

We should 
like to thank 
the head 
teachers of 
both 
schools for 
allowing us 
to visit and 
to Bryn 
Jones, 
head of 
Rhos 
Street 
School 
and 
Carwyn 
Edwards of the LEA for 
conducting tours and to Carwyn for 
organising the planting to commemorate 
our 30th anniversary.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Chair Anne Roberts MBE and our anniversary tree

July Glasdir Schools Visit & 
Commemorative Tree Planting

Cheekily, and without 
anyone’s permission, 
DEREK JONES has 
stolen part of the title of 
one of Town and 
Around’s  regular 
features, ‘Seen in 
Passing’. Read on, and 
you will see why
It has been quite a noisy summer in 
Graigfechan, and, in some cases, it was 
hardly a matter of being ‘in passing’. 
Often enough, you couldn’t avoid the 
noise. 

I reflect that tractors are, roughly, twice 
the size they were when I was a child 
and, probably, twice as noisy, as we 
heard at least once during the high 
summer, when a tractor drove through the 
village at 11.30 at night. We heard it in 
passing with a vengeance!

There are, of course, different kinds of 
harvest, and, these days, the noise of 
keen gardeners is much to the fore. It’s 
not only electric or motor mowers, but 
also strimmers, hedge cutters, and power 
washers used to feed the grass or clear 
the pavement.

I am writing this on the day of the annual 

Llangollen Motorcycle Festival. The noise 
of these vehicles echoes in the ears as 
they are driven at speed through the Nant 
y Garth Pass, two or three miles away. It 
happens every weekend. I have 
previously written, with some sympathy, 
of riders’ passions for their bikes, and 
suggested that silencers should be 
obligatory. The idea fell on deaf ears!

Graig Aid at the Three Pigeons Inn takes 
up only one weekend a year, and it raises 
money for good causes. But I wonder 
whether the musicians and organisers 
have any idea of how penetrating the 
noise of the music can be. 

You cannot escape from it even with all 
the doors and windows shut, and on the 
Saturdays it goes on virtually for 12 
hours. Some locals give up and go 
somewhere else for the weekend, but not 
everyone can.

That prompts me to mention a wonderful 
print, The Enraged Musician by William 
Hogarth (1697-1764). The musician has 
his fingers in his ears to avoid the din 
outside. The musician has to contend 
with a milkmaid crying her wares, a 
dustman clattering a bin which he is 
placing on his head, pewter beating, bells 
ringing, drums beating, and parrots 
screeching. What a racket it must have 
been! The poor composer!

To coin a phrase, does all this noise ring 
any bells(!) for our readers? Or am I 
being too far fetched? 

“Heard in Passing…”

Sniffed in Passing…
A hot summer and almost every 
weekend in urban Ruthin we have the 
smell and smoke of the now ubiquitous 
barbecue. Over the previous 10 years, 
these have become increasingly 
popular. Forget jasmine or 
honeysuckle: acrid is the new smell of 
summer. 

For those not involved, it means 
retreating indoors and shutting all 
windows and doors, much like Derek 
in Graigfechan during noisy spells. 

But far worse, this July, was the added 
smell over Ruthin from the unfortunate 
wildfires on Llantysilio Mountain, as 
wind in the “wrong” direction passed 
over the area. On occasion, the town 
stank much like a huge garden bonfire 
or, worse, a toxic incinerator.
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On one day over the summer, over 30 
advertising boards were put out by town 
businesses. A number of A-boards are 
long-standing but some are new. Most 
were not particularity  troublesome and 
some were clearly on private property 
but some on the footway restricted 
pedestrian movements. Such boards do 
give a vibrant feel to the town but are 
they all legal and, above all, safe? Have 
we gone too far? Do members have any 
views?

Presumably with the consent of the 
highway authority, if required, over 
summer, courtesy of Bijou, there 
appeared chairs and a table on the 
footway. Together with the flowers 
outside Bijou & the former Wildcatz, 
this added seasonal jollity to this part 
of Clwyd Street. 

Much to everyone’s relief, after complete 
chaos on Day 1, Wales & West pulled 
the July planned gas utility works at and 
around the Briec roundabout. It seems 
that they’ll start again in the autumn, 
though, after the summer embargo.

As the academic year closed, the litter 
situation by the stepped entrance to 
Ysgol Brynhyfryd off Mold Road we 
mentioned in the June 2018 issue was 
much, much improved. The same 
could not be said for the school field 
adjacent to the leisure centre. Since 
the footpath alongside was fenced off, 
the general public no longer has 
access and we therefore can only 
conclude that the bottles and rubbish 
there strewn is as a result of those 
who attend the school. 

There had been a water leak on Mold 
Road at the entrance to Ysgol 
Brynhyrfyd. It took two weeks after it was 
reported for this to be rectified. This may 
not have been such a problem other than 
the recent drought has resulted in 
requests for everyone to be 
parsimonious with water. During the leak, 
Dŵr Cymru’s advice changed from “no 
concerns” to “use water wisely”. 

Towards the end of June, the Royal 
Mail chose Denbigh as Wales’ no. 1 
market town. It would be churlish of 
us not to congratulate our 
neighbour… but hasn’t the Royal Mail 
heard of us? Perhaps that explains 
why my post keeps going astray. 
Ruthin came sixth—not bad but, sorry 

Denbigh, we all know that the Royal 
Mail got it very wrong this time.

Most of us will probably continue to call it 
“The Bypass”, even though that’s a 
misnomer, as it really bypasses nothing 
and was never intended to. But in July, 
after our town council came up with a 
name for the Northern Link Road, 
several signs appeared calling it Ffordd 
Glasdir. The county council had 
apparently suggested Rotary Road, like 
the Denbigh bypass is now called, but 
the town council felt it more appropriate 
to have a Welsh name. The Free Press 
didn’t seem to understand, though, as it 
called it the equally incorrect “North Link 
Road” on its mid-July front page. Then 
again, that’s what Google maps call it. 
The road opened officially in December 
2006. 

Ruthin’s chance to join the thriving 
micro-pub revolution may be 
snatched away from the town before it 
has even begun. The covenant on the 
former Vale Carpets’ premises 
prevents its use as a public house. 
Objecting residents will be relieved 
but we miss an opportunity for a long-
term sustainable use of a forlorn shop 
unit. According to one of the partners, 
micro-pubs tend to be self-policing.  
Richard Green added that residents 
“would barely know we are there”. 
The premises would have been 
equidistant from the Conservative 
Club and busier Feathers. And a 
venture such as this would add to the 
healthy stock of hostelries in the town 
centre—and may draw in people to 
other pubs. The partners are looking 
for new premises, we understand.

Mentioned In Passing in the previous 
edition was works to a building on Clwyd 
Street. Now splendidly renovated in and 

out, including the return of the frontage to 
its pre-Manweb days, after some 20 
years we heartily welcome the ground 
floor in use again as Ishio Collectables (a 
colloquial spelling of the Welsh “Eisiau”). 
It opened on August 6th.

Ruthin Wine Sellers closed in January 
2017. A sign in the window suggested 
it was “closed for refurbishment”. 
Following a drugs bust in June 2017, 
we now know that this was “reefer-
bishment”. Then, in July, came 
another window sign: “Really being 
refurbished this time. Honest” (sic). It 
opened on August 11th as State of 
Distress, formerly of Clwyd Street.

Shame that this Gilbert Scott K6 
telephone call box at Yr Hen Gapel 
Hiraethog, about two miles SW of 
Cyffylliog, was removed in June. It was 
always in the most unlikely of locations, 
serving one immediate dwelling—the old 
chapel—and two others within half a 
mile. It had been decommissioned for 
more than two years and was card-only 
for more than 10. All that now remains 
visible at this location is part of the 
concrete entrance slab—till that 
becomes overgrown. Once, the box’s 
number was Cyffylliog 666.

10 Years Ago

Although you don’t hear this so often 
these days, Ruthin remains “The 
Jewel in the Vale”. For the summer of 
2008, Ruthin tried to play on this 
epithet by using the phrase as the 
strapline for marketing material. For 
one reason or another—including, it 
was said, concerns from other 
towns—this idea was quietly dropped. 
The concept was simple and 
straightforward. Could it be revived?
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Concerned about a 
planning breach? 
HEATHER WILLIAMS 
considers the 
complaints procedure
You may be concerned about something 
you see either in town or one of our 
villages (or perhaps in the open 
countryside). It may be some work being 
done to a property, something which is 
creating an eyesore, a new use in or at a 
building/site or some tree felling. 

Recently, as a town councillor on the 
planning sub-committee, I attended a 
workshop run by Denbighshire County 
Council by Adam Turner, the Planning 
Compliance Officer. It offered a useful 
insight into how the county council deals 
with complaints. 

The planning compliance service is 
discretionary offered by the county 
council with no income derived from it.  
Adam Turner is now the only officer who 
deals with planning complaints—for the 
whole of the Denbighshire. 

He generally deals with about 250 cases 
each year. 90 per cent of them are 
investigated within 12 weeks and 70 per 
cent are resolved in six months. 

He needs to assess whether any 
breaches of legislation have caused harm 
and the main consideration is a matter of 
fact and degree. He determines what 
harm is caused by a breach:
1. If a breach does not harm the public 
amenity unacceptably, then he will not 

take any action, as it would not be 
expedient. 

2. If harm can be controlled through the 
imposition of a planning condition 
attached to a planning permission, he will 
request that a planning application is 
submitted—either informally or formally. 

3. If a breach is so harmful, then if it is not 
resolved informally, an enforcement 
notice will be served. If a person does not 
comply, a Land Registry land charge will 
be legally attached, which will be a 
liability when the property/land is 
subsequently put on the market. 

The service of an enforcement notice is 
likely to result in penalties being 
incurred—such as prosecution in the 
magistrates’ court, which might result in 
fines. Also, the county council may carry 
out work and seek repayment for it. 

Participants at the workshop took part in 
a group exercise with ten photographs of 
actual cases which the planning 
compliance officer had dealt with. Each 
groups had to prioritise the order in which 
they would consider with the cases. Adam 
Turner also did his own assessment, as 
well, so we could compare each group’s 
decisions with his.
 
Actual examples of some of the cases 
were:

 A new access being created on a trunk 
road

 An untidy house with bags of litter 
outside the front door on Rhyl front

 Tyres being stored in the Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty

 A pergola being erected in a rear garden

 Work being carried out to a listed 
building.

Our group agreed with Adam that the 
listed building was the highest priority 
case. The new access and the tyre 
storage were also rated in the top three 
for both our group and for Adam—but 
thereafter there were discrepancies. 
Apparently there is a corporate policy that 
means that an untidy frontage in Rhyl has 
a higher priority than a similar situation in 
some other towns, such as Ruthin. 

Some cases needed to be dealt with 
immediately they were reported, as the 
harm is irrevocable (e.g. demolition of 
part of a listed building and the felling of a 
tree covered by a preservation order.  

The public are the eyes and ears of 
what is going on in any area. Anyone 
who makes a complaint needs to give 
as much information as possible to the 
county council, which needs evidence 
in the form of photographs, CCTV 
footage, when and, if relevant, how 
often an activity is taking place.

RADCA would encourage anyone who is 
concerned about planning compliance to 
make a complaint. 

Search for “report a planning 
infringement” on Denbighshire.gov.uk; 
email adam.turner@denbighshire.gov.uk; 
or telephone 01824 706827.

The key is to do this as soon as you 
notice something. 

The important message is, don’t  
delay.

Compliant or Complaint?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Worthy winners of the 
Quayle Awards 2017 
were John & Carol 
Smith for their work in 
restoring Porth y Dŵr 
at the foot of Clwyd 
Street.

This has been a 
lengthy project for the 
Smiths. They bought 
Porth y Dŵr in 2012 
but they only began 
work in mid-2013. We 
have watched their 
work year by year during successive Open Doors weekends. 

They encountered many challenges along the way, not least in 
righting some of the earlier work hurriedly undertaken in 2000 after 
the antiques business there was badly flooded.

As reported in our March 2018 edition, this part of Clwyd Street 
and Porth y Dŵr in particular, acted as a gateway into town. It was 
an important mediæval thoroughfare. Carol herself has previously 
postulated that before conversion to a dwelling Porth y Dŵr was in 
fact a market hall, such was its size and construction. 

For those wishing to see the finished product, Porth y Dŵr will 
again be open during Open Doors on September 8th & 9th.

John & Carol Smith, left, accept the 
Quayle Award 2017 

…
…

…
…

…
…

…
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…
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…
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…
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…
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…
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…
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…
…

…
…

… It started with the 
annual litter pick day, 
as commented upon in 
the June 2018 edition 
of Town and Around. 

Then, on Saturday 
June 16th, ahead of 
Ruthin Festival Week, 
the town council, 
assisted by county 
councillors, began 
tidying up Market Street 
car park. Along with 
litter picking, they 
tackled the vegetation 
that had grown up 

around the fringe and top of the parking ground. Soon after, the 
county council trimmed the hedge along the boundary with 
Market Street itself. 

So successful were these exercises that it has spawned a Ruthin 
tidy group of volunteers which will in future be able to blitz other 
similar areas. It will include general maintenance work at amenity 
spaces. 

Potential volunteers are able to join via a Facebook page but if 
this doesn’t appeal and you want to get more information or 
volunteer, you will need to telephone the town clerk (703797). 

Llanbedr county councillor Huw 
Williams (who suggested the Market 
St work ) hefting vegetation into his 
trailer alongside town councillor and 

RADCA’s Menna Jones. 
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Edward Pugh’s 
Walking Tour
of North Wales
DEREK JONES reminds 
us of the pleasures of 
Cambria Depicta
Before he set out on his tour in 1813, 
Edward Pugh ‘had the happiness once 
more to meet my aged and excellent 
mother’. On his return, twelve months 
later, ‘I quitted Ruthin with that reluctance 
which every son must feel on leaving a 
good and anxious mother in tears’.

So much for some local critics, who 
dismiss our native artist as a mere 
portrait painter who spent most of his 
working life in London! His Six Views in 
Denbighshire alone, including Foel 
Famma, from Carreg Carn-March Arther, 
would qualify him as a very fine 
landscape artist, unfairly neglected until 
Professor John Barrell rediscovered him 
for us—and indeed also for many art 
historians for whom Six Views were a 
revelation.
Cambria Depicta was first published in 
1816 and was only reissued in the 

Cambridge Library Collection in 2013. 
Cambridge included the title as one of 
their ‘books of enduring scholarly 
value’—and so it is. But for those who 
might be put off by this 
description, let me assure them 
that Cambria Depicta is 
beautifully written.

Take, for instance, Pugh’s 
description of Parys Mountain 
on Anglesey. ‘To professional 
painters, this vast hollow is very 
little known; but I can, with the 
greatest confidence 
recommend those who are 
alive to, and know the value of, 
scenery so sublime, to spend 
a day or two there—the great 
cave, so long as it may retain 
its present form, is a subject 
in itself…’

Or, in a different mood, take 
Wrexham, ‘the great mart of 
North Wales’. Pugh describes 
‘an old established annual fair on the 23d 
of March; when the inhabitants, for the 
space of nine days, exhibit for sale 
horses, horned cattle, pigs, etc, and the 
various manufactures of the country, as 
well as those of England, Ireland and 
Scotland, find their way to this fair. The 
cottons of Manchester, the hardware and 
brilliant trinkets of Birmingham, the 
ribbons of Coventry, and even the silks of 

Spital-fields, have here displayed their 
splendour’.

A stranger will be agreeably surprised ‘to 
see a town (Pugh is describing 

Barmouth), built on 
rough precipitous 
sides of an 
immense rock, 
the houses 
standing one 
above another to 
a great height in 
the air, so that the 
inhabitants of one 
house sitting at 
their door, may look 
down their 
neighbour’s 
chimney, and so 
progressively to the 
base of the hill’.

The whole book is 
illustrated, of course, 
by Pugh’s own 

‘picturesque views’. The book is 
wonderful. We should be proud of him.

What about setting up a local ‘Edward 
Pugh Society’, with regular talks and 
discussions on landscape and 
topography? Does that sound like a good 
idea? Write to the secretary (details, p12) 
with your thoughts; he will be glad, I am 
sure, to see them published.

HEATHER WILLIAMS 
reminds us of our 
important assets
During 2018, the Civic Association has 
been taking a look back at what it has 
achieved during its 30 years of 
existence. You may be aware of the 
Green Plaques sited in various locations 
of the town. This is a project which was 
initiated by this Civic 
Association—inspired by Blue Plaques 
which can be found elsewhere in the UK.

Many of you familiar with the Blue 
Plaques scheme may be surprised to 
know that they started as long ago as 
1866 in London, and are thought to be 
the oldest kind of commemorative 
plaques. London’s famous Blue Plaques 

link people of the past with the buildings 
of the present. You can find out more 
about the plaques on the English 
Heritage website http://www.english-
heritage.org.uk/visit/blue-plaques/about-
blue-plaques.

English Heritage has run the London 
blue plaques scheme since 1986 but 
outside London many councils, civic 
societies and other organisations run 
similar projects. However, all sorts of 
commemorative plaques have emerged 
over the years throughout the UK. These 
range in both colour and also content 
which has expanded beyond the original 
concept of linking notable people with a 
building.

You can find information about these 
plaques on a couple of websites which 
include plaques which have been 
erected in Wales 
http://www.blueplaqueplaces.co.uk/ and 
http://openplaques.org/places/gb. 

Sadly, no-one has picked up on the ones 
in Ruthin—so we need to provide this 
information to the appropriate 
organisations so that the situation can be 
remedied!

In 2005, research was carried out by 
members of the Civic Association and 
financial support received from Ruthin 
Town Council and Cadwyn Clwyd to 
erect 14 plaques in Ruthin. The aim was 
to provide both residents and visitors to 
Ruthin an interesting fact about the 

various historic buildings in the town. In 
the following year, five additional plaques 
were erected which included Rose 
Cottage and Crown House. The last, 
erected in 2014, which brought the 
current total to 20, was the plaque to 
commemorate the native artist Edward 
Pugh, following research which 
Professor John Barrell had carried out 
about the artist’s work in Cambria 
Depicta (see below).

We have now created a map and 
numbered trail of the locations of the 
Green Plaques. Photographs of the 
Green Plaque locations will be on display 
in Ruthin Library during August and 
September. Free copies of the map/list of 
locations will also be available so you 
can follow the trail around the town. An 
ideal activity for children (and adults!) to 
do during the summer holiday and Open 
Doors.

Commemorating the Past with Plaques
Did you know…
 That it was originally intended that 
the plaques would have a red 
background. This was to be in line with 
the town’s geology. The reds appeared 
garish and we opted for green instead.

 That there was also an element of 
(minor) controversy when, in 2006, we 
had to reposition that at the Myddelton 
by a few feet, having discovered that 
we had inadvertently placed the 
plaque on other than the Myddelton’s 
property.

http://openplaques.org/places/gb
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Ruthin & District 
Civic Association 
Chair’s Annual 
Report 2017/18
30th Anniversary 1998 – 2018 

Few organisations in Ruthin can boast 
such (continuous) longevity and it is 
thanks to the support of members that 
we are able continue. We celebrated 
our 30 years with a series of pertinent 
articles in Town and Around; by planting 
a tree at the new Glasdir schools; with 
the production of a colour brochure 
featuring a selection of the least 
uncontroversial articles in Town and 
Around; a second, online publication 
with some of the articles of historic 
interest; and, with thanks to Heather 
Williams, with a two-month exhibition at 
the Library. 

Town and Around

Town and Around celebrates its 15th 
year in 2018. More than ever, its 
production now depends on members’ 
contributions and those of others.

We were very sorry to see Town and 
Around editor Miles Anderson retire 
after the September 2017 edition and 
on behalf of the Civic Association may I 
again thank Miles warmly for his 
contributions over many years to the 
Civic Association. Members will know of 
the hard work Miles has put in, both as 
Secretary and as Editor. 

We immediately surveyed members as 
to what they felt should happen to Town 
and Around. We reported the results in 
the December 2017 edition. We 
discovered that members and others 
very much appreciate and welcome 
Town and Around. Following the survey, 
we took the opportunity to give the 
newsletter something of a facelift. One 
year on, we will again be asking 
members their views on what we have 
achieved (see p12).
  
The number of words per issue has now 
increased from some 6,000 to some 
10,000. The June 2018 edition was 
something of a bumper issue, with four 
additional pages, thanks to reports of 
and comment on the Town Council’s 
Ruthin Market Town of the Future 2.

More than ever, following Miles’s 

retirement, the content of Town and 
Around depends upon contributions. 
Members who have something they 
wish to share should contact the 
Secretary. Without their help, there 
would and will be no magazine. We 
have enjoyed comment and features; 
items of contemporary and of historic 
interest, all on Ruthin and the area. We 
are particularly keen to include our 
villages.

In March, we printed our first article in 
Welsh (and we offered a translation of 
this the website). Last year’s feedback 
suggested members would appreciate 
Welsh content and, again, we extend an 
invitation for articles in Welsh.

In order to try to reach a different and 
perhaps slightly younger audience, we 
have tried to improve the way Town and 
Around appears online by using 
townandaround.org.uk. We publicised 
this first on Facebook and later thanks 
to the Free Press. The response to both 
was interesting. Facebook immediately 
generated some 120 viewers. We 
assume that these are likely to be new 
to Town and Around and the Civic 
Association. On the other hand, as far 
as we can tell, the published press 
release in the Free Press garnered no 
interest at all: we registered no 
additional hits during the week of its 
publication. 

townandaround.org.uk requires more 
development, as time permits. 

Planning

We are indebted to Harold Jones for 
sifting through and reporting on each 
and every local planning application in 
Ruthin and its villages. While most of 
these are uncontroversial, a number 
have caused some concern, notably 
new housing at Llanfair DC. 

The two that caused the most 
controversy among the Committee, 
however, were for small scale housing 
at Castle Farm and in the Mwrog Street 
conservation area.

Market Town of the Future 2

Together with support for the town 
council regarding the purchase of the 
Old Courthouse (former Nat West 
bank), we also backed this year’s 
Ruthin Future 2 programme and its 
report. We set out what we felt was 
constructive criticism of the town 
council’s proposals which otherwise 
offered much hope for the town. 

Buildings
That said, in the face of proposals in 
early 2018 to move the Library to 
County Hall, we successfully 
campaigned for the retention of the 
Library in its current location. Had there 
been a proper, sustainable and long-
term use for the Record Street 

premises, we would likely have had no 
objection. 

Plans to move the Library came at a 
time when we were suffering from other 
empty heritage buildings in town.

We appear to have been less 
successful in drawing the state of the 
Mold Road lodge to the attention of 
Ysgol Brynhyfryd.

Quayle Award 2017

The worthy winner was Porth y Dŵr.  

Open Doors

This major annual event results in 
significant work for the Civic Association 
and I am grateful for the commitment of 
the Committee and, in particular, of 
Carol Smith, Heather Williams and Liz 
Williams in organising it. 2017’s was 
well received and this year’s will no 
doubt also be. In 2017, we again had a 
number of number of new attractions 
(and there are more again for 2018’s: 
see page 3 of September 2018’s Town 
and Around).

I should like to thank sponsors Ruthin 
Town Council, the  Earl Fitzwilliam 
Charitable Trust and Carroll Builders for 
contributing to the 2017 event and to 
Denbighshire County Council for 
supporting it. 

Events

Other than the Quayle Award and Open 
Doors, there was little by way of a 
programme of events this year. Fiona 
Gale addressed the 2017 AGM and in 
June we took a tour of the new Glasdir 
schools. The Christmas Social was well 
supported in The Star. Following our 
own local event in 2016, RADCA 
contributed to the History of North East 
Wales in 100 Objects held at Wrexham 
museum over the summer. 

Committee

I should like to thank the Committee for 
the way in which it has supported the 
Civic Association throughout the year. It 
met nine times. 

The 2017/18 Committee comprised 
myself as Chair, Heather Williams (Vice-
chair), Robert Williams (Hon. 
Treasurer), Kay Culhane, Kathy 
Daniels, Harold Jones, Menna Jones, 
Liz Williams and Peter Daniels 
(Secretary).

If you feel you are able to help the Civic 
Association whether on or off the 
Committee, we would warmly welcome 
you. Please let any of the Committee 
know. 

Anne Roberts MBE
Chair 
2017/18 
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Memorial to Fallen Heroes—Part 2
D GWYNNE MORRIS 
concludes with 
developments at our 
Memorial after the 
Second World War
You will remember from my last article 
(June 2018 edition) that it took seven 
years after the First World War before 
the memorial in Wynnstay Road was 
erected and commemorated.  It took 
NINE YEARS after the Second World 
War before final agreement was reached 
to retain it on its present site! What on 
earth went on...and why so long?

The first mention of such a memorial 
was at a meeting of the Finance & 
General Purposes Committee of the 
Ruthin Borough Council took place on 
June 23rd, 1947.  It was reported that it 
“was two years since the War ended and 
that it was advisable that the names of 
the fallen should now be ascribed on the 
War Memorial”. What did they do? They 
resolved that the matter be referred to a 
Sub-committee comprising the mayor 
with councillors Meiric Roberts and 
Oswald Thomas, together with the 
architect Mr S. Colwyn Foulkes. It was 
not until January 24th, 1949 that he 
replied requesting the number of names 
to be added. As a 
result, the local branch 
of the British Legion 
were contacted.

Now came the biter 
bit. The Legion was 
not happy with the 
Memorial in 
Wynnstay Road and 
requested that it be 
removed and re-
erected in Crispin 
Yard off Clwyd 
Street. To this 
suggestion the 
council agreed 
and the borough 
surveyor was 
instructed to 
prepare the 
plans. At the 
same time it 
was resolved 
that the county 
planning 
officer be 
contacted for 
his views. 

At a meeting 
on December 5th, 1949, he 
informed the council that he was not in 
favour, turned down the idea and 
suggested instead that the memorial be 
erected on the disused burial ground at 
St. Peter’s Church. At the time the site 
was occupied by a derelict house 
opposite the side of the Post Office. The 
clearance of the site would require not 
only the removal of the house but also 
the removal of nineteen gravestones and 
a change in the direction of the diagonal 

path skirting the church. The council 
agreed with this and at the end of 
October 1950 they approached the 
secretary of the Representative Body of 
the Church in Wales and requested an 
early reply.

A reply was received which seemed to 
be in favour but no further developments 
went ahead. However, when a reply was 
received from the Chancellor of the 
Diocese—a Mr Harold Edwards—it was 
clear that he did not agree with the 
plans. By now, the members of various 
ex-service organisations were getting 
very upset at the time it was taking to 
resolve the matter and at a special 
meeting of the council on September 
19th, 1953, nine members voted for and 
five against that the war memorial should 
remain at its present site.

In the November of that year, when 
Alderman Roberta Beech was mayor, 
things moved forward and that they 
should agree with plans put forward by 
the borough surveyor. These were that  
the rear wall be taken down to its 
foundations and re-built in red stone to 
the same height as the flanking pillars 
and that the railings in the rear wall 
would not be re-built. 

It was also suggested that three plaques 
be inserted in the new wall, one slightly 

less in size than the other two 
placed in 

the 
central 
rear, 
recording 
the 1939-
1945 war 
and 
flanked, 
one on 
each side, 
by the 
remaining 
plaques each 
with the 
names of the 
fallen 
recorded upon 
it.  The 
plaques were 
to be of grey 
granite similar 
to the existing 
Celtic cross. To 
this they all 
agreed and that 
an appeal would 
be launched to 
raise funds for 
carrying out the 
work.

Tenders were put out and the work was 
given to Messrs Norman Hughes & Co 
Ltd, Ruthin, for the total sum of £422 15s 
9d. It as finally completed in time for the 
Remembrance Service on Sunday  
November 7th,1954. 
Since then other major additional names 
have been added from that war and 
other conflicts since.
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.. Llanfwrog 
Discovery
PATRICIA LYNE recounts the 
day recently when 88 people 
became very excited about 
her home
We recently had a visit from members of 
the Vernacular Architecture Society (VAS) 
who were holding their annual conference 
in Bangor and visiting Denbighshire 
houses which had been studied in the 
Dating Old Welsh Houses project, of 
which my house, Tŷ Cerrig in Lanfwrog, is 
one.

I was very surprised when two coaches 
arrived, each with 44 passengers. I had no 
idea that there was this degree of interest 
in “ordinary” houses.

Tŷ Cerrig has been dated by 
dendrochronology as having been built in 
1501. Members of the VAS who visited 
were extremely knowledgeable about 
buildings of this period and told me 
several things about the house of which I 
was unaware. 

The most interesting, and the reason for 
this short piece, was that they got very 
excited when looking at the large oak 
beam over the main fireplace. This is a 
rough hewn piece of wood with many 
marks and scars, which I had always 
assumed were random carpenters’ marks. 

On closer inspection, about twenty of 
these marks have the same configuration: 
they are teardrop shaped and dark as if 
burnt. 

The VAS members told me that these are 
apotropaic marks which were deliberately 
made by burning with a candle and then 
scraping out the softened wood 
repeatedly. Seeing them gave me a 
feeling of connection to the mediæval 
inhabitants of the house.

And their purpose? To protect the house 
from evil spirits and to prevent witches 
from coming down the chimney. They are 
clearly very successful, as there has not 
been a single witch down this chimney as 
long as we have lived here. 

I wonder if any other mediæval houses in 
Ruthin have similar marks.
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Join Ruthin & District Civic Association and help support our work and 
the production & distribution of Town & Around

Annual subscription rates are £10 (individual) or £15 (joint/family).

The Association tries to help protect & enhance the outstanding market town of Ruthin and the areas nearby. Our main aims 
are to promote “civic pride” in the town and surrounding villages. We also aim to promote high standards in planning and 
encourage architectural excellence. We organise the annual Open Doors heritage weekends and the Quayle Awards. 

(1) Name _________________________________________________________________________________________

(2) Name _________________________________________________________________________________________

Address  _________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone: ________________________ Email ___________________________________________________________

I/We enclose a cheque for £10 or £15 (delete as appropriate) payable to Ruthin & District Civic Association. Please forward to 
Robert Williams, Hon. Treasurer, Lenton House, Mold Road, Ruthin LL15 1SL (tel 704998 / ruthincivic@btinternet.com)
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We did it!

After a number of attempts, members got 
their visit to the new schools at Glasdir. We 
should like to thank Carwyn Edwards and 
James Curran of the LEA for organising the 
event and the heads of both Ysgol Pen 
Barras and Rhos Street School for allowing 
us in and, in Rhos Street’s case, giving a 
guided tour. The Committee wishes to thank 
members and friends for supporting this 
event with a good turn out. 

Notice of Civic Association AGM

The Ruthin & District Civic 
Association’s 2018 Annual 
General Meeting will be 
held at 7 p.m. on October 
15th, 2018, at the function 
room at the rear of The 
Feathers, Well Street. 

After the transaction of the usual business, 
members, guests & members of the public 
will hear deputy mayor Cllr Gavin Harris 
speak on “Ruthin Market Town of the 
Future”. There will be an opportunity to ask 
questions about the town council’s progress 
in terms of the study and to raise any 
concerns or comments (see also page 2). 
All are welcome (but only members may 
vote at the AGM).

Town and Around

One year on, we’re conducting a follow-up T 
& A readers’ survey. Please take a moment 
to respond by going to http://tiny.cc/9tvtwy 
which is open till the end of September.

Events
In addition to the AGM, above, we hope to 
have two events to close the year, including 
a talk by the Revd Stuart Evans and a 

Christmas social. We will send details by 
email but if you prefer us to contact you by 
telephone, please ring 704256 to register 
your interest and we’ll phone you with 
details a little ahead of each event.

30th Anniversary

Look out for our exhibitions in the display 
cases in the Library, in August & 
September. These will change once during 
the two months. 

Subscriptions

These are now due for the ensuing year.

General Data Protection Regulations

Members are reminded of the information 
we printed in the June 2018 copy of Town 
& Around, available at www.ruthincivic.org/
publications/town-and-around/

Forthcoming Publications

Consequent upon 
our 30th anniversary, 
members will receive 
a copy of a 
compilation of 
articles from 15 
years of Town & 
Around. 

It features some of 
the more 
contentious and 
interesting articles 
we have published 
over the 15 year life of 
Town & Around. It will also be available 
online as a PDF.
A second featuring the best of articles of 
historic interest will be available online only 
as a PDF.

Ruthin & District Civic Association 
Town & Around is published 
quarterly free of charge by the 
Ruthin & District Civic 
Association. It is available from 
Ruthin Library and on 
townandaround.org.uk. It is 
delivered free to Association 
members

We welcome articles, 
contributions, suggestions and 
letters, in Welsh or English

Please send them to the 
Secretary at cymru@clwyd.org or 
Coedlan, 25 Stryd y Brython, 
Ruthin, LL15 1JA

The deadline for the next edition 
is November 4th, 2018

Thanks are due to this quarter’s 
contributors: 

K R Daniels, Peter Daniels, Derek 
Jones, Patricia Lyne, Gwynne 
Morris, Anne Roberts, Michael 
Skuse & Heather Williams; and 
with the help of Judy Craig, John 
Hopkinson, Carol Smith and 
Liz Williams 

Views expressed by 
contributors are their own and 
neither necessarily reflect 
those of the Association nor 
those of their employer

© June 2018 Ruthin & District 
Civic Association

&
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