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DEREK JONES wonders 
in 2018 how best to 
describe our town 
This all began when I visited the Craft 
Centre display named “Ruthin Market Town 
of the Future”, introduced by Deputy Mayor 
Cllr Gavin Harris. I welcomed his ideas for 
improving the layout of the town centre, and 
many of his other suggestions for the future 
of the town. I still do.

But wasn’t there a contradiction, I wondered, 
in describing the future Ruthin as a “Market 
Town”? I wonder, too, whether it is still 
appropriate to announce to visitors at each 
of the main roads that they are about to 
enter an “Historic Market Town”.

Ruthin is certainly historic, but it now also 
has a number of fine modern buildings. It 
certainly still has a Market Hall, and, from 
time to time, a few stalls in the centre of 
town, but I wonder whether the markets are 
what most visitors take away as their 
abiding memory of their stay in the town.

It would also be possible to argue that 
“historic market towns” were “ten-a-penny” 
in North Wales, and in the rest of the UK, 
and Europe. Wrexham, for instance, was 

described by Edward Pugh in 1808 as “the 
great mart of North Wales” and still has a 
covered General Market and a Butchers 
Market open every day except Sunday. 
Bala, Denbigh, Dolgellau, Hay-on-Wye, to 
name but a few, also have markets, and 
are historic. So Ruthin is hardly unique in 
that respect.

I haven’t done a count, but wonder 
whether Ruthin might lead the field of 
historic towns which can also claim to 
have a fair number of outstanding 
contemporary buildings. Of them, the Craft 
Centre will obviously take pride of place. 
Designed by Sergison Bates, it easily 
stands comparison with others built during 
the last 25 years: the Senedd, National 
Assembly for Wales (Richard Rogers) in 
Cardiff, and the National Botanic Gardens 
of Wales, at Llanarthney, Carmarthenshire 
(Norman Foster).

The Craft Centre now has a near 
neighbour, also contemporary, also very 
fine—Ysgolion Pen Barras and Rhos 
Street (Lovelock Mitchell Associates). 
Less visible, but not to be neglected, is a 
new dining hall at Ruthin School (Brock 
Carmichael), said to be “intended to be 
similar to luxury restaurants across the 
world…[like] the Shangri Hotel in 

Hong Kong”.

I suppose we might add County Hall to the 
list of contemporary buildings, though its 
impact is smaller because it is fronted by 
its large car park. Still, Denbighshire 
County Council has played a major and 
progressive role in making sure that 
“historic” can now be complemented by 
“modern” in describing Ruthin.

Should we then press for some changes 
to the signs welcoming visitors at the 
entrances to the town? I am sure this 
would be fiercely resisted—and admittedly 
it is not easy to find a form of words which 
are succinct and accurately describe the 
changed nature of Ruthin.

Earlier, I briefly mentioned Hay-on-Wye as 
an example of an “historic market town”. 
As is well known, Hay is now known, at 
least informally, as a “Book Town”. 

By analogy, Ruthin might be designated 
an “Arts Town”, but that might lead us 
down the road to “artsy-crafty”, or 
something not intended necessarily to be 
complimentary!

How about “Historic and Progressive”? 
That might fit in with Cllr Harris’s 
approach. Or do readers have their own 
ideas. 

Write to us, shoot me down in flames, or 
come up with something better!
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Stop Press Market Town 
of the Future Update

At the end of November, the Town 
Council adopted the consultants’ final 
report on the Market Town of the 
Future 2. The Council was at pains to 
say that the report was a “vision” 
rather than a prescriptive set of hard 
proposals. As we understand it, 
specific schemes will be open to 
further consultation, so at this stage 
nothing is ‘set in stone’.

Whilst not agreeing with all those 
proposals within the report, the Civic 
Association supports and commends 
the Ruthin Future 2 Report adopted 
by the Ruthin Town Council as a way 
forward, as we believe that much of 
its content is refreshing & hopeful. 
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By PETER DANIELS

As the UK government gears up to fund 
an initiative to try to reduce the number of 
people—especially older people—who 
are “digitally excluded” (i.e. not online), in 
Ruthin today there is a small number of 
Luddites who are digitally excluded for 
very different reasons. Myself included.

These are people who are quite content 
to be online and may even have been 
pioneers but refuse to use Facebook.

There seems to be an assumption that 
everyone has Facebook. And this 
presumption means that events, 
initiatives, activities and meetings seem 
to be advertised exclusively on 
Facebook—which means that there are 
people who don’t hear about them.

So it is that I missed the Tidy Team 
meeting; the public meeting on traffic 
speeds ahead of September’s Town 
Council; and even vegetables for sale at 
the Llanfwrog centre, to name a few.

It’s easy to think that if you don’t 
subscribe to Facebook, you don’t exist. 
And perhaps we don’t. After all, if we 
refuse to join the new age, that’s our 
problem, right? Who actually cares?

Some of us, however, wish to make a 

stand against this most invasive and 
pernicious of online monsters. Look at the 
catalogue of events over the summer. We 
had the Cambridge Analytica privacy row 
where 87m users were profiled for 
political ends; the fake news scandals; 
stories of Facebook hosting extremists, 
hate groups and worse, and failing to take 
down pages of concern; and in October, 
we learnt that hackers raided 50m 
Facebook accounts of private information. 

Said Big Brother Watch, “Facebook is 
harvesting, selling and now losing highly 
sensitive information about the private 
lives of millions of people”.

If that weren’t enough, nearer to home 
there have been local worries as, over the 
summer, the Fans of the Old Ruthin Blog 
almost imploded through, on the one 
hand, member concerns about 
irresponsible posts and, on the other, 
member claims of excessive censorship.

And, last month, on that same forum, 
although most people appeared to be 
supportive, there were again some 
comments where our deputy mayor had 
to bear the brunt of some quite 
astounding negativity surrounding the 
Market Town of the Future. 

The summer issues spawned a rival 
group “Ruthin Moaners”. The Fans of the 

Old Ruthin Blog used to be “open” to non-
Facebook users to view but that’s 
stopped and, as a result, so has the flow 
of announcements and information to 
folks without the service. And then there’s 
the “light-hearted” vigilante group posting 
pictures of poor parking. Are they really 
light-hearted? We can’t tell… because it’s 
members only.

But has any of this—locally or 
nationally—made any difference to the 
number of Facebook users? Again, from 
Big Brother Watch, responding to the 
October breach, “Facebook’s users 
[should] seriously consider their use of 
the platform”. But I bet they won’t or 
haven’t... or perhaps can’t. For nearly 80 
per cent of us, apparently reaching for our 
smart-phone to check Facebook is the 
first thing we do when we wake up, That’s 
before we do anything else—at all.

And that’s fine if you want to but to those 
in the town council, for example, please 
don’t forget the newly digitally excluded. 
Find a way of delivering messages 
through other means, as well. After all, as 
we strive as a town for dementia-friendly 
status, we wouldn't dream of deliberately 
isolating minority groups. Would we?

Digital Exclusion

RUTH BACON discovers

A Ruthin 
Secret Place
Visitors to Ruthin Citizens’ Advice in the old 
Town Hall building sometimes comment on 
how unexpected it is to find, behind a pair of 
enormous wooden Victorian doors, a 
modern office complex, and they are 
surprised by its overall size. 

A door from a small foyer next to a waiting 
room leads through to the office proper 
which consists of a large administration 
office, three interview rooms, a small 
kitchen, cloakroom and a storage room. All 
very normal and ordinary you might say. 

But in fact the office is unusual because it is 
a “shell” constructed inside the original walls 
of what was once the headquarters of the 
old fire station. Indeed the postal address of 
the Citizens’ Advice is still The OId Fire 
Station. 

The present fire station has been located on 
Park Road since 1971. The old Ruthin Fire 
Brigade now forms part of the North Wales 
Fire and Rescue Service which was 
established in 1996 under the Local 
Government (WaIes) Act of 1994. 

This Act also saw Ruthin become the

administrative HQ of Denbighshire County 
Council. This, in turn, resulted in the 
building of a new administration centre, 
County Hall. As part of the overall 
development plan, the old town and 
market halls were refurbished. The then 
Citizens Advice office had to be moved to 
allow the building of a lift, so it was re-sited 
in the vacant fire station premises. 

In 1973, the old market hall and fire station 
had been Grade II listed by Cadw and, 
because of the listing, the integrity of the 
interior had to be preserved, hence the 
decision to construct the new office inside 
the walls of the building. From the outside, 
nothing appears to have changed but the 
casual observer might wonder why there is 
only one level inside, especially when the 
market hall right next door has a lofty 
ceiling. 

Furthermore, if you go to the rear of the 
building and look at its exterior from the 
cul-de-sac behind Crown House, boarded 
up windows make it immediately obvious 
there is more than one floor above the 
Citizens’ Advice office.

Indeed, above, there is a little hidden gem! 
Behind a locked door tucked away at the 
rear of the office is the only way into a 
hidden and largely forgotten place. An old 
wooden staircase climbs upward to what 
used to be the living quarters of the 
firemen. 

You pass small rooms which were 

obviously once a kitchen and a 
bathroom—an old bath is still in situ in 
one. At the top of the stairs is a large, 
light and airy room with a rather wobbly 
wooden floor. 

Dusty, shabby and neglected though it 
is, it has a charm and tranquillity of its 
own, its ceiling features the oblong 
windows which can be seen from 
outside and which run the length of the 
building itself. A large modern air filter 
which provides the air for the office 
below is housed in this room and looks 
jarringly out of place.

The only people who see this hidden 
place now are maintenance staff. The 
firemen of old would find their quarters 
still recognizable, though sadly in need 
of an update and renovation!

Secret stairs at the Citizens’ Advice office

…………………………………………….……………..…………………..…
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Ruthin Future Week 2 at the RADCA AGM
At this year’s AGM 
speaker, Deputy Mayor 
Cllr Gavin Harris was on 
his feet for over an hour, 
such was the 
importance of the 
subject, the thorough 
preparation by 
the speaker 
himself and the 
engagement of 
his audience. 
This included a number of 
searching questions which 
resulted in a stimulating debate 
about the future of the town. 

His subject was the second 
phase of the Ruthin Market Town 
of the Future project. This 
followed the initial ideas as set 
out between 2007 and 2012. It 
was during this time that it 
became known informally as the 
Masterplan.

Cllr Harris had written on the Masterplan 
2018-style in the June 2018 edition of 
Town and Around. What more, then, 
could we possibly learn from him?

One startling fact he gave was that 
Denbighshire County Council owned 30 
sites in town! I still can only account for a 
dozen of ’em. Since the Masterplan’s 
initial focus, the project therefore now 
includes an ambition to assist 
Denbighshire in consolidating its 
buildings assets—while ensuring that 
they each have a future. The Civic 
Association agrees with most—though by 
no means all—of Cllr Harris’s 

suggestions.

Of the several key themes within the 
Masterplan, the creation of a new “heart” 
within the town at St Peter’s Square was 
probably the most important. This would 
be a space that could be used for a 
variety of events without, for example, 
the need to go to the trouble of obtaining 
legal road closures. It was designed to 

find a better balance between 
traffic and pedestrians. 

This, of course, was very dear to 
the Civic Association. Cllr Harris 
warned us, however, that plans 
for full pedestrianisation of St 
Peter’s Square were “too 
grandiose” and risked being so 
flamboyant and ambitious that 
they would never happen. This 
apparently included the 
possibility of the new concept 
that has become known as 
“shared space”, which would 
attempt to redress the 
balance between pedestrian 
and car (see June 2018’s 
cover story). The Civic 
Association would like to 
see the Square 
pedestrianised but 

recognises that the next best thing is this 
better balance. Our preference is “shared 
space”—a way of regaining streets for 
all.

Cllr Harris considered two principles 
which in his view tackled the undue 
dominance of cars on the Square. The 
first was in making a number of streets 
one-way. 

This would create additional on-street 
parking. No one would disagree with 
using upper Market Street in this way: 
drivers invariably flout the rules by 
parking in a rank outside Costa Coffee, 
anyway. The second was the removal of 
the roundabout—another RADCA 
aspiration—and its replacement by two 

junctions.  

Among the questions for the Deputy 
Mayor, one was whether or not Ruthin 
should have a museum. If the Town 
Council secures the Courthouse (and it 
will have the opportunity to match the 
highest bidder) some memorabilia could 
be shown there—but room would be 
limited. Another wondered whether the 
Masterplan was ambitious enough. Citing 
twin town Briec’s cultural centre, was 
there a possibility of more art-related 
space. Theatr Ambrose was too car-
focused. On a third, Derek Jones 
expands on the point he made on our 
cover.

By the time Town and Around is in 
circulation, the Town Council will have 
published the full Masterplan report 
2018-style. The Civic Association's been 
assured that it can comment on and 
thereafter contribute to it.

Shared Space for All. Cllr Harris cited Hebden 
Bridge, Calderdale, West Yorkshire, as a town 
which has struck a balance between people 
and cars. Of similar population to Ruthin (but 
with a much larger catchment), some roads 
off the principal network actually seem typical 
of “shared space”

What’s Changed since the 
Spring’s Town of the 
Future exhibitions and 
should we press for as 
ambitious a solution to 
St Peter’s Square as 
possible?
First, this autumn, the Welsh 
government has consulted upon 
whether all town centre streets and 
roads should have a universal 20mph 
limit. This automatically gives some 
power back to those on foot.

Secondly, and much more far-reaching, 
as part of a radical review of the 
Highway Code, the UK government’s 
Department for Transport suggested 
pedestrians, not cars, should always 
have priority at junctions. If this comes 
to pass, it would oblige motorists to 
give may to pedestrians and cyclists at 
junctions. Suddenly, the idea of “shared 
space” becomes attractive again. 

This will not be popular in a society that 
is pro-car but some suggest that such a 
move as the DfT considered could 
save rather than cost lives, as it is at 
junctions where most cars hit 
pedestrians. 

Is it fair for motorists to bear the 
responsibility of giving way to 
pedestrians? It is the largest, heaviest 
vehicles have the capacity to cause the 
most harm to others. 

The Masterplan itself embraces 
walking: the River Clwyd green space; 
better pedestrian links to the new 
schools; and appropriate housing in the 
vicinity of the town and hospital. In the 
light of these developments, in 
dismissing “shared space” for all users, 
are the pedestrian suggestions for the 
Square now under-ambitious? 
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Building 
Community
At his November 2018 
presentation to the Civic 
Association, Revd 
Stuart Evans challenged 
the town about 
“community”
Illustrating his talk from his recent 
sabbatical across Brazil, Argentina and 
the UK, where he found various different 
expressions of “community”, the Warden 
set us wondering about what 
“community” meant for our own town and 
area.

First, he asked, where do people meet, 
where do they celebrate and where to 
they gather, in Ruthin. St Peter’s Square 
obviously; at the town’s memorial each 
November; Wetherspoon’s and coffee 
shops; and the farmers’ market all 
sprang to mind. 

Perhaps the real sense of “community” 
nowadays was on Facebook. 

Yet, the Warden visited the Amazon 
where there was no mobile phone 
coverage and where, as a result, there 
was a very different sense of time, as 
communication was nowhere near 
instant. 

And, in Barsilia, a “new” federal capital, 
in spite of its formal new squares and 
open spaces, few tended to meet and 
gather, perhaps because of the adjacent 
highways. It wasn’t so easy or so 
pleasant to walk around.

Reflecting in particular on Patagonia, the 
Warden considered what buildings or 
events told our story. There was a time, 
for example, when the annual flower 
shoe would attract home the Ruthin 
diaspora. The online community “Ruthin 
Memories” was now doing something like 
that job. We didn’t make the most of St 
David’s Day.  

The Warden then asked how tourism has 
helped form the community we have. 
Ours is an attractive area but it is 
invariably by-passed by those seeking 
the far west. We have so much more to 
offer than, say, Betws y Coed. But those 
who discover Ruthin often come back. 
And, over the years, our location and 
community has attracted people who 
have stayed and fuelled decades of 
house-building. 

Reflecting upon the voluntary lunches by 
donation he witnessed at Wigan, the 
Warden wondered whether there were 
needs that we were currently not 
managing as a community. The Ruthin 
food bank came to mind. For want of a 
co-ordinator, could we use expired food 
from supermarkets as a gift for the 
community, such as in Wigan? The 
meeting felt that, actually, we had some 
under-cover social isolation and even 
mental health & well-being issues within 
the community. 

Interestingly, some present felt that the 
community spirit in Denbigh was much 
stronger and that we didn’t do enough 
with our northern neighbour. Perhaps this 
was a legacy of the workers former North 
Wales Hospital; or perhaps it was the 
way in which the new Denbigh museum 
had coalesced interest there. 

Creating Community

St Peter’s Church had the potential to 
become a cultural space and to create a 
new sense of belonging. It was central in 
town and its added Victorian spire meant 
that everyone knew where it was.

In its more than 700 years, it had been a 
court, a market and a gathering point. 
Could it be so again? After the Warden’s 
sabbatical, it was his wish that the 
building could again serve the 
community more and play its part in 
developing it. He cited Malmesbury 
Abbey, which was a skate park, an art 
space, a sports venue, a Lego festival, 
an antiques festival… and even a gin 
festival. It was a place for concerts and 
recitals. St Mary’s in Denbigh and St 
Asaph cathedral had successfully 
stepped out in this new direction. St 
Mary’s even had a café. 

These were examples of where the 
community and the church came 
together. No longer was there a narrow 
view of what the church building was. 

After all, when Ruthin was currently 
considering its own future as a market 
town, we had to make the best of what 
we already had. 

During August and September, the Civic 
Association had a photographic display 
in Ruthin Library showing the various 
locations of the Green Plaques, which 
the Association has erected on buildings 
in the town. This year we produced a 
map and list of where the plaques are 
located, so that during the school holiday 
and Open Doors weekends people could 
pick up a free copy of the Green Plaque 
trail map. There was also a display of the 
various brochures for Open Doors 
weekends to show how Open Doors has 
changed over the years.

This year, on the first weekend (8th and 
9th September) 17 properties were open 
in Ruthin with three properties providing 
additional activities, together with three 

guided tours around the town. The new 
properties and events were reported in 
the last newsletter so below are a couple 
of the highlights.

The ‘Unlocking the Asylum’ event at 
Ruthin Archives on the Sunday was a 
very successful event, attended by 300 
visitors. There were interesting short 
presentations relating to the foundation 
of the North Wales Hospital and its first 
patients, together with an exhibition of 
some of the original documents from the 
hospital on display, and artefacts from 
the Denbighshire Museum Service 
collection.

At the beginning of the guided tour of St 
Peter’s Square with Roger Edwards on 
the Sunday afternoon, the heavens 
opened. After sheltering outside the Old 
Courthouse under umbrellas, the group 
sought sanctuary in Capel Pendref (to 
escape from the rain, rather than evading 
the law!) where the ‘tour’ was continued!

On the second weekend, (15th and 16th 
September) primarily for the surrounding 
district, 11 properties/events were 
proposed to take place. However, due to 
unforeseen problems, Plas Newydd near 
Llanfair DC was unable to open, owing to 
building works which needed to be 

carried out. In addition, the guided tours 
to show the proposed digital trail of the 
mediæval ruins of Ruthin Castle could 
not be held, but instead visitors were 
provided with information so that they 
could do self-guided tours. Nevertheless, 
there were plenty of places of interest to 
visit, including the popular cluster of 
properties in the Llanrhaeadr area.

In spite of the mixed weather, there was 
good support for Open Doors events. We 
know that people from the Ruthin and the 
surrounding area participated in the 
event, and also from further afield such 
as Corwen, Mold, Rhyl, Wrexham, 
Caernarfon, Oswestry, Staffordshire and 
Derbyshire.

However, putting together the Open 
Doors programme takes quite a lot of 
preparation and relies on only a handful 
of volunteers. In the past Denbighshire 
County Council provided staff time but 
this no longer happens. 

We really need to have more people 
providing hands-on help in a practical 
way to do all the things that are 
involved in putting the programme 
and booklet together and its 
distribution. If we don’t get that support, 
it might mean the end of Open Doors in 
the Ruthin and District area…

How did Open Doors go this year?

by HEATHER WILLIAMS
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Planning 2017-2018
One of the aims of Ruthin and District 
Civic Association is to promote high 
standards of planning and architecture in 
our area, writes HAROLD JONES. 
We regularly examine planning 
applications submitted to Denbighshire 
County Council that fall within the Ruthin 
postal addresses. Where appropriate, we 
make constructive comments or object to 
proposals that are considered to be 
inappropriate.
Planning applications can be viewed on 
Denbighshire County Council’s web site 
where a weekly list of validated planning 
applications can be seen. Applications 
can also be viewed by visiting the 

Caledfryn offices in Denbigh.  Anyone can 
access this information. In addition, the 
Denbighshire Free Press again publishes 
a weekly list of submitted applications 
after a long break.
Planning is a standard item on the 
Committee’s agenda for our monthly 
meetings. In the year since the last AGM 
in October 2017 to the end of September 
2018, a wide range of applications were 
submitted for planning approval and the 
following gives a flavour of the works that 
were being proposed.
Small scale domestic extensions and 
alterations:
The majority of planning applications fall 
into this category.  Plans were submitted 
for developments in Llanbedr Dyffryn 

Clwyd, Ruthin, Graigfechan, Rhewl, 
Clawddnewydd, Cyffylliog, Gellifor, 
Efenechtyd, Llanfair Dyffryn Clwyd, 
Pentre Celyn, Clocaenog and Llanrhydd. 
New dwellings:
A number of applications were submitted 
for individual new houses in the area 
including Gellifor, Graigfechan, Ruthin, 
Pool Park, Llanelidan and Llanfair Dyffryn 
Clwyd. (Applications were submitted in 
previous years for larger housing 
developments in Llanfair Dyffryn Clwyd 
and Graigfechan).
Agricultural buildings:
New farm buildings for the storage of 
machinery, animals, fodder and hay were 
proposed in Llanbedr Dyffryn Clwyd, 
Cyffylliog, Gellifor, Rhewl and Bontuchel.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

How fortunate we are to 
have the Centre for the 
Applied Arts in Ruthin. 
PHILIP HUGHES looks 
back over the previous 
10 years of exhibitions
When it re-opened in 2008, on Radio 4’s 
Front Row, presenter Mark Lawson 
described Ruthin Craft Centre as a “Tate 
for makers”. And he was so right. Many of 
you will remember the Anni Albers 
exhibition in 2010. At that time Anni was 
overlooked by the fine art world. The 
Ruthin exhibition and its accompanying 
show “Inspired By…” profiling weavers 
who were influenced by her ground 
breaking work and ideas, started a ball 
rolling. A much bigger Anni Albers 
retrospective is at Tate Modern in 
London, a first showing a ‘maker’, a 
textile artist. Well, you can say you saw it 
first here, in Ruthin.

Described as “the nation’s most vibrant 
cutting-edge contemporary craft gallery” 
in Crafts Magazine’s May 2018 issue, 
situated “in North Wales, in 2008 Ruthin 
Craft Centre was re-designed by 
architects Sergison Bates.” The new 
building won wide acclaim for its 
design—see June’s Town and Around.

Collaboration with partner organisations 
from across the UK have enabled major 
exhibitions to happen. Partnership with 

the V&A produced an exhibition of Simon 
Carroll’s monumental gestural slipware 
pots; Oxford’s Ashmolean Museum was 
RCC partner for award winning Goldsmith 
Kevin Coates’ Bestiary of fantastic 
jewellery; working with the National 
Museum of Wales on the exhibition 
Silverstruck enabled North Wales to see 
some of NMW’s contemporary 
acquisitions of silver objects. 

International exhibitions with Ruthin their 
only UK venue included Chicago-based 
ceramic sculptor Ruth Duckworth’s 
celebratory exhibition Ruth Duckworth at 
Ninety; Fritz Maierhoffer’s retrospective, 
launched in Vienna and after its Ruthin 
showing Padua was its third and final 
venue; and American Marjorie Schtick’s 
Sculpture to Wear exhibition, included a 
21st century version of the ‘Mold Cape’ in 
bejewelled papier-mâché and workshops 
with over two hundred Ruthin 
schoolchildren.

Bringing international contemporary craft 
to North Wales has long been one of 
RCC’s ambitions and all who saw 2012’s 
Japan season of exhibitions and events 
will fondly remember Nuno’s amazing 
textile by Reiko Sudo. This continued as, 
Forge, an International blacksmithing 
exhibition that featured metalsmiths from 
across the world launched at Ruthin in 
April 2017 and toured to Memphis USA 
earlier this year.

Celebrating North Wales’s creative talent 
is another feature. Norman Makinson’s 
retrospective reminded people how this 
exceptional maker had influenced so 
many artists throughout his 25 years 
teaching at the North Wales School of Art 
and by example his exquisite ceramics. 
An ex-student of Makinson is David Frith. 
David and Margaret Friths’ latest 
exhibition showcases their work in the 
year when they both celebrate their 75th 
birthdays. It runs from late November to 
the end of January in Ruthin’s Gallery 
Three, before showing Cardiff in 2019. 
Remember 2013’s A Window on Wales 
featuring Simeon Jones’ exquisite 
bookbinding of eighteenth century Ruthin 

native Edward Pugh’s tour of North Wales 
book Cambria Depicta.

From Andrew Logan’s artist 
extravaganzas, to the Goldsmiths 
Company’s two superb exhibitions, the 
historic Silver in the twenty first century 
and this year’s Made for the Table, 
exhibitions at Ruthin are rarely 
predictable. Ceramic dogs on rollerskates 
in Reggies’ Roller Palace; a hundred 
strange papier-mâché creatures in Julie 
Arkell’s Away; and who knew Wallpaper 
could be like that!

And there is so much more, one example 
being—in 2010 Ruthin developed an 
educational project to enable young 
people in the area to experience craft 
outside the classroom through working 
with Glyndŵr University and others to 
provide a taster of what studying the 
Applied Arts involves. Raising the Bar has 
been a great success and the Arts 
Council of Wales applauded the project 
and recommended it was replicated 
throughout Wales.

And coming up—on Friday October 26th 
the Radio Wales’ Arts Programme profiled 
Eleri Mills, one of the Arts Council of 
Wales and RCC’s Creative Wales 
Ambassadors. Eleri talked of her visit to 
India and the exciting new work that has 
emerged. The resulting exhibition Indian 
Threads profiles four Welsh textile artists 
and two Indian makers. There is a six 
page feature on this in the current issue 
of Embroidery Magazine. It opened in 
Ruthin on Saturday 24th November.

Exhibitions and Other Things…
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Ifor Edwards, Gatesmiths: 18th 
Century Ironwork in Wales, Welsh Arts 
Council/Crafts Advisory Committee, 1977
Delyth Done and Sarah-Jane Crowson, 
Editors: Forge, Impact Print, in 
conjunction with Hereford College of Art 
and Ruthin Craft Centre, 2017

Whenever I pass through Coedpoeth, I 
pay a respectful nod in the direction of 
three street names, Old Smelt Road, 
(presumably) New Smelt Road, and, 
towards the bottom of the main road, 
Smithy Lane. They are testament to the 
township’s crucial part in North East 
Wales’ Industrial Revolution and, in 
particular, to its contribution to iron 
making at Bersham and Brymbo between 
the 18th and 20th centuries.

At Bersham, on the site of another smithy 
at Croes Smithy, a plaque records that 
‘Near this spot stood the smithy of the 
Davies Family who made the famous 
gates of Chirk Castle, Eaton Hall, 
Leeswood Hall &c. The smithy was 
demolished for road development 8 
March 1967’.

I will pass over in silence the vandalism 
which led to the destruction of a key 
building in the district’s industrial and 
artistic heritage. Fortunately, all was not 
lost. One of the gates fashioned by 
Robert Davies (1675-1748) is still in 
place at the entrance to St Peter’s 
churchyard in Ruthin. 

Its contemporary welcomes you to St 
Giles in High Street, Wrexham, to 
Oswestry Parish Church, and to 
Leeswood Hall, near Mold, to name but a 
few of Davies’ masterpieces.

This is all familiar territory to local people 

interested in the locality. What they may 
not know is that a book about the 
Davies’ achievements was published in 
1977 to commemorate the holding of the 
National Eisteddfod in Wrexham that 
year. Hardly surprisingly, but sadly, it has 
long been out of print; it just happens 
that a friend of ours has lent his copy to 
me for
some of my current research. 

It is, to employ a word often used by the 
late and great Nikolaus Pevsner, 
‘sumptuous’ for its black and white 
photographs of the Davies’ gates, 
including many of their details; 
incidentally, Pevsner elsewhere 
described the gates as ‘miraculous’ (in, 
of all places, his volume on The 
Buildings of Surrey, which he co-wrote 
with Ian Nairn, in 1971; I should add that 
that I mean no disrespect to Surrey, not 
least because it was an occasion for 
spreading the word of Davies’ 
achievements at an unlikely distance 
from Bersham!).

But back to Ifor Edwards’ book. It is 
remarkable, not only for its celebration of 
Robert Davies, but also for its discussion 
of the very important place that 
blacksmiths have had in most societies 
from the Bronze Age onwards. If I have 
one criticism of the book it is that he 
confines his discussion to Europe, 
neglecting to mention the honour that 
was accorded to blacksmiths in all parts 
of Africa.

But that’s a small cavil. Gatesmiths is a 
splendid read, and it’s a great pity that it 
has long been out of print. Can I 
persuade the Civic Association 
committee, together with their colleagues 
in Wrexham, Mold, and perhaps 
Oswestry, to consider publishing a new 
(revised) edition of the book. I hope they 
will.

The extraordinary thing about Davies’ 

work is the way in which he managed to 
transform such a hard and heavy metal 
as iron into the most delicate 
shapes—leaves, fruit, scrolls, even 
human eyebrows! As it happens, the art 
of forging is by no means dead. Its 
continuing existence was celebrated in 
an international exhibition, Forge, which 
was mounted by Ruthin Craft Centre and 
Hereford College of Art a couple of years 
back.

Artist blacksmiths from Chile, Estonia, 
Germany, Italy, Japan, Poland, Russia, 
USA and Wales contributed works to a 
display which I am sure the Davies 
Brothers would have relished for all their 
difference to their own work. The 
exhibition booklet is still available at the 
Craft Centre and is well worth study for 
the work it illustrates so well. I particularly 
like the pleasure the Japanese smith, 
Takayoshi Komine, takes in the process 
he has mastered: ‘Iron—the form that 
transforms in the forge to burnt crimson. 
This is a joy to watch’. Derek Jones

“Gatesmiths” it is available at various 
libraries in North Wales. Search for it on 
the Denbighshire Library Service to find 
details. 

An Eighteenth 
Century Miracle

by ISABEL STEWART
This year, Anita Roberts and I hope to 
present another “Carols By Candlelight” 
in Derwen’s lovely (though usually 
closed) mediæval church on Wednesday 
December 19th at 7pm. It was a great 
success last year and was attended by 
50 local residents and their 
families.

Anita, who is a musician, spoke to me 
about this idea early last November. I 
was delighted to help in anyway I could. 
Permission was granted from the Friends 
of Friendless Churches which looks after 
the otherwise redundant 13th century 
church. 

Simon Hughes, a Derwen resident, came 
to our rescue and sorted out our 
electrical needs for Anita's Yamaha 
organ and a few Christmas subdued 
lights.

Anita decided on 13 carols and had them 
and some posters printed to promote the 
festive event. My duties were preparing 
the church and delivering posters.

So, on the morning of the event, I swept, 
dusted and polished, then set out the 
night-lights and large candles all over the 
church, bearing in mind health & safety 
and the protection of surfaces from 
melting wax. In the afternoon Anita 
struggled in with her organ—then panic 
set in. No electricity. The extension lead 
didn’t work and Simon, a fireman, was 
away on duty. 

Aptly praying for a miracle, I dashed 
outside and discovered another Derwen 
resident innocently cleaning his car, 
Arwyn Hughes. What a blessing he was. 
He brought a new cable and set to work. 
We had lights but his car never got 
washed as it was dark by the time 

everything was under control. Organ 
working, coloured lights twinkling and 
candles waiting to be lit. We both gave a 
sigh of relief.

The church started filling up with local 
families and by 7pm there were 50 
people sitting in the main body of the 
church. Some had torches, young Jac 
and his friend wore headlights and the 
candles and Christmas lights glowed. 
Carols were sung, then everyone gather 
around as Simon’s family had brought 
mince pies and drinks—enough for 
everyone. An unexpected but delightful 
addition to the evening. 

The church looked spectacular in the 
candlelight with its mediæval rood screen 
and balcony casting shadows in the 
twinkling lights. The old church came to 
life if only for a short while and, we hope, 
will again this Christmas.

Carols by Candlelight—in a rescued church
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PETER DANIELS joins 
Denbighshire’s winter 
salt & maintenance 
team ahead of this 
year’s season
It’s ironic as I join the Denbighshire 
winter maintenance team planning for 
this coming winter that it’s on a sticky 
and humid day in mid-summer. “We 
usually carry out our preparations during 
the hottest days of the year” said senior 
manager Tim Towers, with a smile.

Keeping the county’s A and B roads 
open is a major task. Last winter was the 
longest and the worst since 2010. 
Denbighshire spread over 170,000 cwt of 
salt, or nearly 9,000 tons’ worth—about 
twice the usual amount. Of this, over 
65,000 cwt was in the greater Ruthin 
area. Last winter started very mildly but 
increasingly frosts and ice resulted in a 
long gritting season, with twice the 
number of runs than usual. In 2017/18, 
we had three significant snow events. 
During the winter before, there was 
none. There was a major snow event in 
December 2017 but it was the last week 
of February and the first week in March 
2018 that people will remember. 

Towers recalls commenting at the 
beginning of March, “Winter was due to 
finish but it felt like it was only about to 
begin”. By this time, spreading crews 
had already worked long, hard, over-
night hours and were tiring, having been 
out more often than usual and 
sometimes around the clock. Crews face 
challenging conditions with or without 
ploughs fitted and, at night, operate their 
entire shift under the continual hypnotic 
distraction of the reflection on the road 
surface ahead of them of their flashing 
amber beacons. There’s no escaping it. 
“It’s a headache in every sense of the 
word”, said Towers. 

Air temperatures in late February went 
down to –9°c, the lowest since 2010. 
This is below the temperature when salt 
begins to lose its effectiveness. On St 
David’s Day, fine snow on strong 
easterlies caused drifting on high and 
even lower ground. It is during times 
such as these that officers have to patrol 
to spot, report and direct crews to the 
worst affected areas. 

Although most comments on social 
media praised Denbighshire’s snow 
response, there were a few who 
criticised Denbighshire’s management. 
Complaints usually revolve around 
questions like, “So, just where were the 
gritters?”.

Spreaders cannot, of course, be 
everywhere at the same time. They can 
get stuck thanks to abandoned vehicles. 
They are not even immune from sliding 
off the road, as a report of a 

Denbighshire gritter in December’s Daily 
Mail proved. Towers commented, “During 
heavy daytime snow, spreaders join the 
queues of slow-moving traffic that 
inevitably quickly build up along main 
roads as, ironically, motorists all at the 
same time take to the roads they know 
will be treated”. As complaints come in, 
management responds. It’s a case of 
checking the gritters’ trackers to prove 
when roads were treated & when, 
diverting managers away from the 
business of moving resources in real 
time.

While the drivers themselves are rightly 
praised for the work they do, 
Denbighshire’s winter maintenance 
management is no less vigilant and no 
less hard-working. Managers work 
overnight at need, alongside their 
drivers. They spend long hours on-call in 
rotation, 24 hours a day over a seven 
day period. They are probably the most 
experienced team in North Wales. The 
Ruthin-based duty officer alone has 35 
years’ experience. Even with ever more 
sophisticated satellite imagery and 
modern forecasting, a lot depends on the 
skill and judgement of those on duty, in 
calling in resources, in judging exactly at 
what height above sea level to treat, in 
considering the type & spread rate of salt 
and when exactly this should be during 
the day. Or night. Or both.

Indeed, salt at the wrong time and it may 
get washed away. Salt too late and you 
risk crashes. It’s crucial to get salt down 

before snow falls but this never 
guarantees that it will prevent settling 
snow. No amount of salt will do that in 
heavy, persistent snowfall. On the other 
hand, chasing after heavy, isolated snow 
showers while trying to predict the exact 
location in which they fall is tricky.

A and B roads are the priority but officers 
will respond to particular circumstances. 
Farmers who are running short of just-in-
time feeds are among those who ask 
for—and usually get—a positive 
response from managers, on animal 
welfare grounds.

Spreading at 1 a.m., 4 a.m., 8 p.m. and 
11 p.m. plus during the day are all part of 
a public service usually taken for 
granted. 

As neck ties come off in the summer 
heat, it’s difficult to imagine managers 
and staff working around the clock in 
freezing conditions to keep our roads 
open. But that’s what they’ll begin doing 
from from this month onwards, till March.

More Snow Events than at the Winter Olympics
Snowy Statistics 2017/18

Amount of salt used in 
Denbighshire: 170,000 cwt

Amount of salt used on the Ruthin 
area: 65,000 cwt

Total mileage operated: 98,000

Mileage in Ruthin area: 39,000

No. of days during which 
spreaders in action in 17/18: 184

No. of days in action during 
typical winter: 70

Pool of duty managers: five
Pool of supervisors: 10
Pool of drivers: 35

www.ruthincivic.org December 2018
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CAROL SMITH responds 
to the short piece on 
Denbigh in the 
previous edition 
I was saddened and, as a resident of 
Ruthin & district, not a little embarrassed 
to read the churlish chunderings and very 
grudging recognition in “Seen in 
Passing…” for Denbigh’s good fortune in 
being named the Royal Mail’s No. 1 
Market Town in Wales.

I imagine—at least I hope—that this was 
written tongue-in-cheek but is it 
necessary to perpetuate this childish 
game of King of the Castle (don’t we both 
have one?) between Ruthin and Denbigh 
that has existed for so long. Surely we 
should be congratulating our sister town 
wholeheartedly, while giving ourselves a 
pat on the back that the Royal Mail has 
ranked our two towns, only seven miles 
apart and not even close to a National 
Park, within the top six Welsh market 
towns.

We should all remember that Ruthin and 
Denbigh were both born out of the same 
long and rich history, out of victory and 
conquest, toil and triumph. We have our 
differences, of course, but our shared 
genesis is a strong link that should allow 
these to be celebrated without the sibling 
rivalries that no one, even today, seems 
willing to challenge. Both towns have 
their place within the beautiful Vale of 
Clwyd and their own identity, but both 
share the same distinct badges of honour 

marking them out as places of real merit. 

Despite their size and apparent 
insignificance in the bigger scheme of 
things, each wears its history proudly, 
with mediæval street patterns filled with 
an astonishing array of heritage 
buildings, from lowly cottages to 15th and 
16th century townhouses, some of which 
are the among the earliest known of their 
type in Wales—timber-framed in Ruthin, 
stone and brick in Denbigh—to Georgian 
elegance and Victorian civic pride, not 
forgetting the public and administrative 
buildings of national importance, and 
throughout the Vale the unique double-
naved churches.

Both towns have produced an illustrious 
list of alumni who have not only shaped 
but have made the history of our 
country—Britain as well as Wales—and 
whose influence has spread far beyond 
our own shores. And with a long and 
continuous pattern of occupation, both 
within the towns themselves and in the 
surrounding countryside, with its many 
inter-generational family farms, a deep 
understanding and respect for the region 
has evolved, creating a management 
style that not only nurtures the land but 
also fosters a real sense of place, and in 
doing so protects and preserves its 
culture, customs and language. Yet, at 
the same time, it is neither exclusive nor 
protectionist, but welcoming to incomers 
and visitors alike.

These are exactly the attributes that 
entrance and delight others, whether 
short-stay and day-trippers hopping over 

the border, or longer-term holiday-makers 
seeking different and more fulfilling 
experiences; this little corner of Wales is 
ideally placed to provide so much of what 
visitors are now seeking. So come on 
Ruthin and Denbigh, waste no more time 
and effort in petty squabbling! Reach out 
to each other, and then reach out 
together to all those heading westwards; 
present a friendly and united smile to 
capture their hearts before they speed 
down the A55 to the better-known (and 
probably better self-promoted) honeypots 
of Snowdonia, Lleyn and Anglesey. You 
might even discover it’s worth it in the 
end.

Town and Around confirms that those 
64 words on page 9 of September 
2018’s edition were, indeed, meant to 
be tongue-in-cheek, as sometimes 
befits the “Seen in Passing…” column

Offering the Hand of Friendship

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Perhaps you saw the Tom Pryce 
exhibition held over the autumn at 
Denbigh museum. If you did, you may 
have wondered why it was not in Ruthin.

After all, Ruthin has its fine memorial to 
Tom Pryce, where Clwyd Street and 
Upper Clwyd Street bifurcate. Unveiled in 
2009 on what would have been Pryce’s 
60th birthday, this was Neil Dalrymple’s 
work. The town council was able to see 
to it that the immediate area was tidied. 

Could it therefore be that the organisers 
of the exhibition simply chose the wrong 

town? Ah, but the Pryce family were 
nomadic. Pryce’s father became a 
policeman and he was posted to a 
number of locations. 

Pryce himself was born in Rossett but 
lived his very early years at Pentre 
Hiraethog near Cyffylliog, well within 
Ruthin’s orbit. When the family moved to 
Nantglyn (via Brymbo), it was here he 
attended primary school. At that time, 
Nantglyn was within the boundary of the 
former Ruthin Rural District Council, 
again in Ruthin’s domain, then if not now.

Yet, his parents moved Pryce to Ysgol 
Fron Goch in Denbigh, so he might 
improve his English. The exhibition itself 
was held in the very building where Pryce 
attended primary school and visitors’ cars 
parked in the very yard where Pryce 
would have played. The school became a 
magistrates’ court and latter the museum.

What more fitting a location, then, to hold 
such an exhibition. 

Pryce’s parents, Jack & Gwyneth, were 
certainly associated with Ruthin—Pryce’s 
father was stationed here—but there are 

those who believe that Pryce himself 
would probably have regarded Denbigh 
more his home.

Pryce’s father was subsequently 
stationed at Towyn, Rhos on Sea, 
Denbigh itself and finally Ruthin. Indeed, 
it was at the former Ysgol Dinorben, 
Abergele that Pryce attended secondary 
school. 

Denbigh museum is to be congratulated 
on the quality of the exhibition. On loan 
from Ruthin were Pryce’s trophies. The 
helmet, left, was one of Pryce’s and was 
loaned from the USA. The painted black 
stripes were so Jack could easily identify 
his son. Whereas Pryce had no control 
over the sponsored decals on his car, his 
helmet was his own and he chose the 
dragon—the only F1 driver to do so.

Amid talk of a further memorial (in 
Denbigh), there is a more important 
question: can there be a permanent 
Pryce exhibition? Such was the quantity 
& quality of the material the answer 
should ideally be “yes”. Could it be that 
this could result in a Tom Pryce trail for 
both our towns, as a common link?

There may be some controversy 
surrounding this Denbigh statue but there’s 
no denying plenty want to shake hands

A Son Uniting Ruthin and Denbigh?
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Seen in Passing…
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Not even a full page in September’s 
Town and Around could save the new 
Rupert’s No. 6 café-bar, proving how 
difficult it is in the hospitality trade. 
After about three months of trading, 
Rupert’s “closed until further notice” 
and remains shut, resulting in part of 
one of our heritage buildings 
associated with the Welsh language 
lying fallow. The Daily Post 
speculated that the chef had left and 
there had been a falling out of the 
partners. More interestingly, the report 
suggested that it may now be 
converted into a small hotel. 

The Town Council is to be commended 
for the thoughtful ways in which it has 
commemorated the centenary of the end 
of the First World War. The events 
included the turning of St Peter’s spire 
red; an exhibition in St Peter’s; a 
commemoration at the Craft Centre 
(above); informative & thoughtfully-
designed posters near the homes of 
each of those who died in service in the 
First World War; and, as featured on 
page 11, the Last Bell Toll. 

Allied to this, it was most welcome to 
see a tidy- and paint-up at the 
community garden adjoining the town 
police station, thanks to Ruthin’s Air 
Cadets. 

A number of soldier silhouettes appeared 
at the end of October as part of the 
commemoration of the centenary of the 
end of the Great War. There was much 
debate as to whether or not those on our 
roundabouts represented a safety risk 
(some claimed) or not (others thought). 
One previously on the roundabout by 
Esso, Glasdir, went missing. Was it 
officially removed, did it desert, was it 
absent without leave or was it missing in 
action? Or was it just a prisoner of war 
(the war of words, that is)?

10 out of 10 for the construction of the 
continuation of the footpath and 
cycleway along the side of the two 
new schools at Glasdir, joining onto 
the surfaced existing one. There’s 
also a welcome spur off which 
reaches the Glasdir housing estate via 
the flood prevention works. The 
schools need to keep an eye on the 
planted gravel area at the Denbigh 
Road, which is already looking untidy.

Roadworks on Mold Road outside the 
former primary schools caused minor 
congestion while Morrison’s Utilities dug 
and then filled a hole. What was 
interesting was the diligent reinstatement 
of part of the yellow zigzag markings 
preventing motorists from stopping 
outside the former education 
establishments. Is this an early indication 
that the site could still be used for 
educational purposes? Or was the 
reinstatement simply a coincidence?

Meanwhile, the former Rhos Street 
school building itself now has 
additional boarding over the ground 
floor windows. Expect news on its 
fate, soon. 

It would appear that the Star is under 
new management—again. We reckon 
that this is the sixth landlord or change 
since the pub reopened in 2010.

The most unusual entrant in this 
October’s “Spot the Odd” competition 
must have been the recent instruction 
with Cavendish Ikin for nos. 1 & 2 
Pear Tree Close, The Orchards, Ruthin 
LL15 1AE. It was “freshly picked” and 
“ripe for conversion”. 

At 176 pages 
and weighing 
5oz, through our 
letterboxes at 
the end of 
October came 
the last ever 
edition of the 
North Wales & 
Chester Yellow 
Pages. The 
p r e v i o u s 
edition had 
232. Compare 
this to the 
l a r g e s t 
offering, in 

2001/02, with 1170 A4-sized pages at 
3¾lb. In the 1999 edition, under “Health 
Authorities”, the North Wales Health 
Authority was still in Mold (telephone 
Mold 700227). There was a Clwydian 
Community Care Trust and a North East 
Wales NHS Trust (Wrexham 356551). 
Under “Health Clubs & Fitness Centres” 
was Centaur Health & Fitness on Lôn 
Parcwr (707080). Supermarkets listed no 
fewer than 38 KwikSaves, including 
Ruthin’s (704757). The Ruthin Station 
Road Co-op Pioneer had become the 
Co-operative (705365). Slater’s sold 
Citroën & Vauxhall cars in Ruthin 
(704070). The Ruthin police station was 
unlisted. The Denbighshire Library & 
Information Service was at 46 Clwyd 
Street (708204). 

Noted blossoming in a local garden 
was a laburnum in full & glorious 
flower… in mid-November!

10 Years Ago

Unlike the previous year’s, the second 
“Anrheg Nadolig Rhuthun/Ruthin 
Christmas Present” shopping 
campaign in 2008 was hailed a 
success. 

Ruthin pulled out the stops from a 
standing start as late as November in 
order to run the campaign. Traders 
who participated offered 10 per cent 
off. On the main Saturday, there were 
markets in two locations. 

The achievement was in total contrast 
to the first Anrheg Nadolig promotion, 
in 2007, which tried to recreate a 
winter version of the midsummer 
festival’s Top Dre, by closing streets 
and offering entertainments. That 
proved disastrous for local traders, as 
the town appeared closed for 
business on a crucial Saturday before 
Christmas.

Poppies around town mark each of 
the known WW1 dead 
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by HAROLD JONES
In the middle of October this year, I 
received a share offer through my 
letterbox. This, however, was no ordinary 
share offer. As a resident of Llanbedr 
Dyffryn Clwyd, I was being given the 
opportunity to purchase community 
shares to raise money to invest in the 
Griffin Inn as a community resource. The 
shares are being offered by Our Griffin 
Limited—Griffin Ni Cyfyngedig, which is 
a Community Benefit Society.

The present owner is prepared to lease 
The Griffin to the community on a 20 
year full repairing lease at a commencing 
rent of £21,000 with five-year reviews. A 
management committee is in place to 
serve until the first annual general 
meeting. The committee has worked with 
organisations with expertise in such 
developments and has also 
commissioned a report from Fleurets, 
Manchester, who are experts in providing 
property advice to the leisure and 
hospitality industry.

The vision is to form The Griffin into an 
attractive venue and a destination pub, 

serving good quality food. In addition to 
a good core of local customers, there 
should be passing trade from the busy 
A494.

As well as this commercial element, it is 
envisaged that part of the building will 
become a community facility and that, in 
time, village facilities that have long 
disappeared (such as the shop and post 
office) may be restored in a community 
hub.

The pub was previously tied to 
Robinson’s Brewery and it is hoped that, 
as a free house, it will be able to source 
products competitively. A commercially 
aware, experienced and skilled tenant 
will be appointed to run the pub.

The committee has taken on board 
comments made in the questionnaires 
previously distributed. The aim is to 
create a community hub and café, totally 
refurbish the pub and upgrade the upper 
floors as residential accommodation.

Costs have been drawn up as follows:

Refurbishing the public bar areas, 
improving the toilets including a new 
accessible toilet, new high- quality 
kitchen—£100,000

First and second floor refurbishment as 
residential accommodation—£43,000

Upgrading the interior—£57,000.

This gives a total capital cost of 
£200,000, although the committee 
believes it could produce a reduced 
scheme for £150,000. Anything below 
£130,00 would not be viable.

The share offer therefore aims to raise 
£200,000 to carry out the work and some 
advanced pledges have already been 
received. The share offer is open to ALL 
individuals over the age of 16 who 
support the objectives of Our Griffin 
Limited whether they live in the Llanbedr 
area or not. Corporate bodies, groups 
and associations can also purchase 
shares. The minimum investment is £100 
and the maximum is £15,000. Investors 
will become voting members of the Our 
Griffin Community Benefit Society.

The share offer was launched on 
October 13th, 2018 and will end on 
December 2nd, 2018 but this date may 
be extended. A detailed booklet was sent 
out with the share offer along with 
leaflets and application forms. The 
benefits and risks are highlighted. 
Posters are on display in the village and 
there is information on social media. Full 
details can be seen on www.griffin.wales 
which includes:

Share offer includes an outline business 
plan; detailed cash flow; application 
form; rules of Our Griffin Limited—Griffin 
Ni Cyfyngedig; report and 
recommendations by Fleurets Leisure 
Property Specialists; and proposed floor 
plans.

An unusual Christmas present or simply an 
opportunity to invest in the future of The Griffin
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As some of you will be aware, many 
improvements have taken place at Ruthin 
Leisure Centre over the last few years. I 
am very pleased to say further works are 
now taking place, with major  
refurbishment of the swimming pool 
currently under way, with completion 
expected by the end of the year.  The 
construction cost of the scheme is around 
£600,000. 

This follows a £160,000 refurbishment of 
dry-side changing facilities during 2017 

and a small studio completed in 
2015. 
The major refurbishment of 2014 
extended the leisure centre 
accommodation, including a new 
fitness suite, changing area and 
reception. Also included was a full 
size all-weather pitch and a new car 
park, at total cost of £1.4m.  The 
next phase of the refurbishment will 
see:

■ Significant upgrades to the male 
and female wet changing rooms to create 
a ‘village’ (i.e. unisex) changing area

■ Significant improvements to the pool 
hall, including a new roof

■ An accessible changing facility which 
has an access directly on to poolside

■ Changes to entrances

Introduction of a SKILL range, including 
North Wales’ first stationary geared bike 
which will allow users to experience the 
challenge of outdoor cycling inside.

While the swimming pool is closed, the 
poolside and changing rooms will be 
refurbished. In such difficult budgetary 
times, I am delighted that Denbighshire is 
continuing major investment in our leisure 
facilities, which will provide a high quality 
swimming facility for the community for the 
next 20 years.

We are extremely proud of our track 
record of investment in leisure centres 
when other areas of the UK are actually 
seeing such centres close. Denbighshire 
firmly believes in such investment, as 
there are clear health and well-being 
benefits, as well as a strong demand from 
the public for activities and facilities they 
can access seven days a week.

Although regulars willsee disruption till the 
refurbishment works are completed, the 
completed project will provide a much 
improved swimming facility.  This is an 
excellent refurbishment project completing 
an ambitious programme of modernisation 
at Brynhyfryd.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Ruthin Leisure Centre Improvements 

by BOBBY FEELEY



KATHY DANIELS 
reflects on the short life 
of her great uncle, 
killed in action, in 1917
Of course, I never met him yet I 
always find it rather emotional each 
time I think of my great uncle who 
was killed in the line of duty, in June 
1917. 

He was 240409 L/Sgt George Davis, 
158th Battalion 53rd Division of the Royal 
Welch Fusiliers. The family, originally of 
Mwrog Street, their widower father and 
brothers & sisters lived at Gamekeeper’s 
Cottage, Plas y Nant, Llanbedr DC. 

In 1914, at the age of 19 years and 5 
months, George joined up and in July 
1915 sailed on the troop ship “Caledonia” 
(above) to Sulva Bay in Greece where 
initially he fought at Gallipoli as part of the 
ill-fated Dardanelles campaign. In 
December 1915 he found himself in Egypt. 

Correspondence from George dated July 1915 somewhat poignantly states that he was 
“still alive and kicking”. 

George was part of the 1916 & 1917 invasion of Palestine, then within the Turkish 
empire. In February 1915, he was promoted to lance corporal. In November 1916, he 
was again promoted, this time in the field, to paid lance sergeant.

At this point, George was a scout. This meant he went ahead to reconnoitre land near to 
and behind enemy lines. This was a particularly dangerous though essential role. 

It was on such an 
operation, on 
March 26th, 1917, 
at the age of 22, 
that George was 
killed in action, 
behind enemy 
lines. A report 
reads that he was 
“killed and buried 
by the Enemy”. 

Benjamin, my 
grandfather, and 
younger brother of 
George were very 
close. Benjamin 
also served, 
survived but never 
got over the death 

of his older brother. L/Sgt George Davis is remembered at the Jerusalem Memorial and 
on the memorials in both St Peter’s & St Meugan’s Churches.
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Part of the 
commemorations in 
Ruthin to mark the 
cessation of the 
First World War 
A single chiming tenor bell from St 
Peter's spire accompanying the 
projected names on the nave wall of the 
known First World War fallen was a most 
powerful, fitting and inspirational tribute 
to the memory of Ruthinians whose lives 
were wasted in conflict. 

So many were so very young, innocent 
and unknowing. Their average age was 
20½. Others, older, had longer lives to 
lose, perhaps with families of their own, 
inaccessible, unreachable, separated by 
distance, fear, and a focus directed on 
survival under a coating of filth. Why 
were they ripped apart like this? Would 
they ever be reunited? Why were their 
lives so fractured and wrecked? 

With St Peter's doors open, the only 
sound apart from the bell was of the 
wind of the storm, as if swirling across 
Belgium heedless of nation and invading 
those terrifying trenches on both sides, 
indiscriminately picking its way through 
the half-starved and exhausted men, 
wrapping itself around them and stirring 
up their demoralisation, their loneliness, 
their desperation, and their 
apprehension, giving them little rest and 
no comfort.

The accompanying presentation 
graphics were subtle yet stark, the 
descending red poppy petals as the 
backdrop, falling as blood dripping from 
shattered corpses after artillery, 
pounding on pounding, had crushed, 
extinguished and exhausted countless 
young men's futures, splintering their 
plans so suddenly and destructively, as a 
tumbling bottle on tiles.

This was so we had a future. 101 known 
deaths and 100 years later, have we 
done justice to their sacrifice? Are we but 
selfish, greedy, immoral, uncaring, 
hedonists who have grabbed and 
squandered? Was this the future they 
believed they were safeguarding?
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Memorial to Fallen Heroes—Part 3
St Peter’s
October 12th, 2018
The Last Bell Toll

Memorial to Fallen Heroes Parts 1 & 2 by Gwynne Morris were published in the June 
and September 2018 editions of Town and Around. See ruthincivic.org/publications…

…
…

…
…

…
…

…
…

…
…

…
…

…
…

…
…

…
…

…
…

…



townandaround.org.uk

Join Ruthin & District Civic Association and help support our work and 
the production & distribution of Town & Around
Annual subscription rates are £10 (individual) or £15 (joint/family). If you are not sure if you are a paid up member, please 
check with the Treasurer.
The Association tries to help protect & enhance the outstanding market town of Ruthin and the areas nearby. Our main aims 
are to promote “civic pride” in the town and surrounding villages. We also aim to promote high standards in planning and 
encourage architectural excellence. We organise the annual Open Doors heritage weekends and the Quayle Awards. 

(1) Name _________________________________________________________________________________________

(2) Name _________________________________________________________________________________________

Address  _________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone: ________________________ Email ___________________________________________________________

I/We enclose a cheque for £10 or £15 (delete as appropriate) payable to Ruthin & District Civic Association. Please forward to 
Robert Williams, Hon. Treasurer, Lenton House, Mold Road, Ruthin LL15 1SL (tel 704998 / ruthincivic@btinternet.com)
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RADCA Christmas Social

7.30pm, Tuesday 
December 4th at the 
Conservative Club. £3.50 
per head to include a glass 
of wine, mince pie and a 
quiz.

2018/19 Committee

Following this year’s October AGM, the 
Committee for the ensuing year is Anne 
Roberts (Chair), Heather Williams (Vice-
chair), Peter Daniels (Secretary), 
Robert Williams (Treasurer) and 
Steve Beach, Kay Culhane, Kathy Daniels, 
Harold Jones, Menna Jones & Liz Williams.

Planning Ahead for Open Doors 2019

We urgently need volunteers able to help 
with the planning & organisation of 
September 2019’s Open Doors weekends 
(see article within). In the first instance, 
please contact the Secretary if you feel able 
to help. The weekends are the most 
prestigious and comprehensive of all those 
organised in the wider region. The Civic 
Association has arranged and co-ordinated 
Open Doors for over 10 years and it is a 
special and indeed important part of the 
visitor economy in Ruthin and the wider 
district.   

Publications

First, now available online are a large 
number of articles of historic interest as 
previously published from 2003 in Town and 
Around. 

They are all available at 
www.townandaround.org.uk/historic

Secondly, celebrating 30 years of the Civic 

Association and 15 of Town and Around, 
with this edition members will receive a 
compendium of some of the most 
interesting or potentially controversial 
articles published over the last 15 years. 
This was delayed from October.

And finally, at the October 2018 AGM, 
members were able to enjoy a piece of 
our celebratory cake, by Kathy Daniels.

Ruthin & District Civic Association 
Town & Around is published 
quarterly by the Ruthin & District 
Civic Association. It is available 
from Ruthin Library and on 
townandaround.org.uk. It is 
delivered free to Association 
members

We welcome articles, 
contributions, suggestions and 
letters, in Welsh or English

Please send them to the 
Secretary at cymru@clwyd.org or 
Coedlan, 25 Stryd y Brython, 
Ruthin, LL15 1JA

The deadline for the next edition 
is February 15th, 2019

Thanks are due to this quarter’s 
contributors: 

Ruth Bacon, Kathy Daniels, 
Peter Daniels, Bobby Feeley, 
Philip Hughes, Derek Jones,  
Harold Jones, Carol Smith, 
Isabel Stewart & Heather 
Williams and with help of 
Dorinda Kostravenglis 

Views expressed by 
contributors are their own and 
neither necessarily reflect 
those of the Association nor 
those of their employer
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