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No doubt the Town Council would’ve 
preferred the Old Courthouse to have 
remained as a bank. RADCA certainly 
would. But its closure in June 2017 resulted 
in an opportunity for the town.

It could’ve been a disaster. Its prominent  
position on St Peter’s Square and its status 
as a heritage building resulted in quite some 
interest from 
potential buyers. 

And, the Nat West 
had better offers than 
the town’s. While the 
town was still 
smarting from its 
closure, the Nat West 
is nevertheless to be 
congratulated for 
selling the building to 
the town itself. 

The cost was 
£120,000, which 
councillors felt 
represented a good 
and fair price. As one 
town councillor put it, “the Royal Bank of 
Scotland had been more than generous”. 
On top of this are conversion costs, of 
course, and these have risen to £90,000 
(plus contingency).

Indeed, the former Nat West building 
could’ve ended up as a wine bar or bistro. 
Better that than empty, perhaps, but the 
associated flues and vents would’ve scarred 
this important building. Or, it could’ve been 
converted to a shop, but this also would’ve 
defaced it. 

So, one reason why the Town Council was 
so determined to buy the former bank was 
to safeguard it from an inappropriate use.

The other was that we will now have a 
potential showcase for Ruthin and its 
products right at the heart of town; an 
information point in the town centre itself; 
and a flexible space for exhibitions and 
events. A true multi-purpose facility, in fact.

And, who knows, perhaps it could double as 
a small museum, showing off some of 
Ruthin’s artefacts. In less austere times, the 
Civic Association once pushed for such a 
facility but we are realistic enough to realise 
that this is now unlikely. A rotating exhibition, 
here, telling the story of Ruthin through 

objects would nevertheless be welcomed.

In January, the Town Council submitted 
comprehensive and clear plans for the 
building’s refurbishment and conversion. 

The Civic Association’s committee 
considered it to be a good application, one 
that went beyond the information required 

purely for 
planning 
purposes and 
one that was 
well 
presented. 
We believe 
that, in spite 
of some now 
usual 
mischief-
making that is 
part & parcel 
of modern life 
on social 
media, the 
town backs 
the purchase 
and it is with 

enthusiasm that the Civic Association 
supported the planning application. 

Sustainable

The running costs associated with the Old 
Courthouse are to come from commission 
from the sale of local goods and art. It 
could be that this revenue falls short but 
no one will know till we try.

And, although it’s anticipated that the 
Town Council’s council tax precept will 
increase in April to pay for among other 
things the new deputy clerk, it’s reckoned 
that any rise we see will not be attributed 
to the running of the building. 

But What of the Town Hall?

With success as regards the former bank, 
what, then, of the Town Hall? It’s been 
somewhat under-used for years but 
perhaps that’s because there’s a lack of 
demand for it and because of its size. 

Though not in its ownerships, the Town 
Council believes that it requires quite 
some investment to bring it up to modern 
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A February open day saw over 250 people 
visit, all of whom were supportive
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The above is a quote from the rear of 
one of Ruthin’s guides. It continues, 

“Local retail tradesmen are certainly the 
chief ratepayers in an average town… 
Today, many of them find their task a 
hard one, owing to the fact that residents 
are in the habit of ordering their goods 
from the great cities”.

The guidebook was almost certainly 
printed in the 1920s. Some 100 years 
later and it seems that the problem has 
evolved but not changed. 

Retailing is having an uncomfortable and 
wretched time. True, some Ruthin 
traders are more optimistic than others 
but some are suggesting that Christmas 
2018 was their worst ever. Meanwhile, 
there are projections in 2019 of 900,000 
additional job losses in retail across the 
UK. 

The Times called it “the increasingly 
Darwinian world of high street retailing”. 
The Financial Times of February 9th 
stated that “We are in the middle of a 
paradigm shift”, with 20 per cent of 
sales—and increasing—now online. 
Retailers were “rebalancing their 
portfolios” (i.e. closing shops). It seems 
there is too much capacity when you 
consider both bricks and clicks. After 
Christmas, the whole media were awash 
with similar messages.

Some economists and analysts believe 
that the future of high street retail rests 
with smaller, independent traders. Not 

Empty Shops 
Pay no Rates

Continued on page 5



townandaround.org.uk  2www.ruthincivic.org March 2019

The free range egg production facility 
proposed at Galltegfa, Llanfwrog Rural, 
hasn’t gone down at all well with its 
neighbours. The fact that the huge shed 
will ruin some of the nearby countryside 
isn’t a legitimate planning consideration 
but the additional traffic, the noise, the 
smell and the associated nitrogenous 
pollution certainly is. The area is 
otherwise quiet and bucolic. That may not 
always now be the case. 

Your Committee struggled with this 
planning application. This was because, 
these days, farmers have to diversify and, 
if you look at Wales or indeed Britain, egg 
production units such as this are 
becoming more and more popular. 
They’re springing up. Indeed, there’s one 
such unit proposed for Llanynys. Not 
surprisingly, locals there are objecting. 
The community council isn’t, though. 

Reliance on ruminants and cattle no 
longer guarantees farmers a good 
enough return. Through our 
supermarkets, we demand ever cheap 
food: meat & dairy prices are under 
pressure and egg production units such 
as this help to reduce consumer costs, 
while giving the farmer a better return per 
acre. 

Everyone wins, except those who have to 
suffer from the industrialisation of our 
landscape.  

Further, if we believe our newspapers, 
people are forsaking meat—or, at least, 
cutting back. The Guardian of January 
17th in publishing its “Diet that could save 
the world” cautioned us to eat red meat 
once a month… and just three eggs every 
fortnight. So much for egg production 
units, then. Mind you, ten days later, no 
one told the Guardian’s sister Sunday 
title: the Observer offered us its “20 best 
egg recipes”. Ho hum.

Back to Llanfwrog & Galltegfa, you have 
to ask why the free range egg shed isn’t 
located nearer to the applicant’s farm 

(rather than the proposed site at the 
farthest extreme). It is, after all, part of the 
farm business. Were it nearer or even 
adjacent to the farm, then perhaps some 
of their neighbours’ concerns would 
simply evaporate. Perhaps the farmer 
doesn’t want the noise or the smell next 
to him (who would?). Or the unit, which 
will have its own independent access, is 
possibly ripe for a future sale. Or maybe 
the size of the unit (32,000 hens) could in 
time increase (to perhaps double). Or, 
who knows, perhaps all three.

The proposal is a mile from the town 
centre and due west-south-west of it. The 
prevailing wind will carry the smells and 
pollutants into town. Llanfwrog Urban will 
suffer most but potentially anywhere in 
Ruthin is downwind. For those of you who 
don’t know the odour associated with 
thousands of chickens, you probably will 
soon. It ain’t pleasant.

Then there’s the traffic. Feed comes in. 
Waste and eggs go out (presumably not 
on the same vehicles at the same time!). 
But, in reality, the impact will actually be 
marginal on the B5015’s pinch-points 
between Lôn Fawr and the former Cross 
Keys, so it’s unlikely that it will generate 
anything like enough additional 
momentum to support local (and 
fanciful?) calls for a Mwrog St by-pass.

The real eye-opener, though, for people 
like me who for years have bought free 
range eggs in the belief that the dear, 
healthy, liberated chickens have the 
freedom to wander aimlessly across 
some idyllic, peaceful and picturesque 
landscape is that this is a total myth. 
Naïve? Experts say that free range 
chickens have access to the outside 
world but, in reality, it’s claimed they 
simply live their lives within the confines 
of the shed in which they were hatched. 
It’s enough to make you turn vegan. Or, 
perhaps the answer is to keep your own 
hens like your great grandparents did.

My guess is that the last thing the farmer, 

his neighbours or planners will be thinking 
of is the roosters themselves. And, I have 
to say, neither did your Committee. We 
did, however, feel strongly enough to 
object to the proposals, on environmental 
grounds. But it was neither an easy nor a 
straightforward decision.

In a Pickle over Eggs at Galltegfa

It was in April 2013 that the landlady of the 
Cross Keys tried to sell the pub as a going 
concern. The Free Press reported that there 
was but one viewing. The pub closed in April 
2015. 

Meanwhile, permission for a change of use 
to a dwelling was granted in December 
2015. In January 2016, the former pub went 
on the residential market. The asking price 
was £325,000 but, obviously, needing work 
to convert part of the building. By August 
2015, the price had dropped first to 
£300,000, then to £260,000. Again, there 
was little reported interest.

In May 2016, the unexpected happened. 
The Cross Keys reopened as a public house 
and restaurant, with ambitious plans. It was 

a family affair, with a son, who had cheffed 
at the Brookhouse Mill and, interestingly, 
the Farmers where, for a while, he ran the 
kitchen as a separate business. That son 
left the Cross Keys and thereafter the food 
was never quite as good. 

And, before Christmas, with two eating for 
£12 between Tuesday and Friday lunch, 
perhaps this sent a signal that things 
weren’t as hoped.

After Christmas, the pub closed again. 
This time, it was for good. On January 
14th, it again found its way back on the 
market, this time as a four bed house. As it 
went on, it was in the process of full 
conversion, which is expected by 
completed at or around the time of 

publication of this quarter’s edition. 
Meanwhile, the price was £460,000. 

It’s a substantial property and it’s 
elevated. But it’s also on a nasty series 
of bends that generate traffic noise.

Thus ended the long association of the 
Cross Keys and Llanfwrog Rural. 
Should we be sad? Yes, of course.
 
But, should we be surprised? Probably 
not. Life is tough in hospitality. It joins 
the collection of homes that were 
formerly inns, in town and around.

Will the possibility of the nearby egg 
production unit have any bearing on the 
eventual sale and price?

“They seem unable to engage in 
constructive discussion about the social 
problems they are creating”

………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………..……….

End of an Era In(n) Llanfwrog—again

Crying Fowl
by Robin Hill
The burning issue of the day,
One causing Ruthin much dismay,
Is the prospect of turning Llanfwrog
From rural idyll to fetid bog.

Local folk have been hit hard
By what is proposed for their backyard;
Thousands of chickens, a prospect foul,
In an industrial unit cheek by jowl.

Alarm now voiced in the national press
Of rising rates of respiratory stress
From ammonia levels in air we breathe,
Our world, and we all, demand reprieve.

Chickens’ obnoxious bowel content
En masse means tonnes of excrement;
That by-product without attraction.
For people, plants more than mere 
distraction.

Dry and dusty, wafted on the breeze
To be shared around, a literal wheeze.
But dusty it certainly won’t remain
When mashed with gentle Gogledd rain.

Galltegfa spring water sweet and pure
Soon to be flavoured with hens’ 
manure?
Afon Clwyd for salmon and trout once 
famed
’Fore spawning grounds farm nitrates 
maimed.

We (almost) all like eggs for tea
And farmers must prosper for that to be,
Yet siting a factory/farm combination
Surely merits the most careful 
consideration.

© 2019 Robin Hill 
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standards, more than at the bank, they 
believe.

When the town clerk and her newly 
appointed deputy move from the Town 
Hall to the Old Courthouse, the Town 
Hall’s position may be weakened. And, 
should the registrars move away, that 
might be a further blow to the building 
itself. 

We know that owners the County Council 
feel that they have too much property in 
Ruthin for their needs. Very importantly, 
though, we also know that they are very 
sympathetic to ensuring that heritage 
buildings retain a use. Finding an 
alternative, sustainable use for the Town 
Hall should now be a priority for the Town 
Council. 

Banking

Another bank, Barclay’s, has since closed 
and it’s easy to despair that a further 
prominent building is out of use. 
Its elevations to the Square and Clwyd 
Street are such that, even when closed, it 
doesn’t cast a shadow over the town. It 
actually looks as natural closed as it did 
when open. In fact, Exemewe Hall (or 
House) continues to stand proud, in use 
or not. At Christmas, it was good to see 
the usual cheery “Nadolig Llawen” 
illuminating the upper floor, as always. 

The third in the triangle of banks is the 
Midland. If and when the HSBC closes, 
perhaps Wetherspoon’s could be 
persuaded to expand into it. It’s the sort 
of building Wetherspoon’s prefers. 

And, should the worst happen and we are 
left without a bank at all, is there any way 
that the Old Courthouse could again have 
some sort of provision for a community 
cash machine. In 2018, UK cash 
machines vanished at nearly 300 a month 
and that accelerated towards the end of 
the year. 

Cash machines act as a draw into towns 
like ours. Similar cash points at the Co-
op, Tesco and Bridge Services are all well 
and good but they do not promote people 
coming into town. Potentially the reverse, 
in fact.        KD

Courthouse aaaaaaaa
Continued from page 1 aaaaaaaaaaa

The item in December’s Town & Around 
by Peter Daniels, “Digital Exclusion”, 
must have hit home with many people, 
my wife included. 

I use the internet, Facebook, Wikipedia, 
and e-mails almost daily. However, it is 
true to say that non-users of Facebook 
are excluded from so many things.

Having been involved with the production 
of newsletters for various organisations 
for many years, I can understand why 
Facebook has taken over from printed 
bulletins. It’s cheaper, easier, quicker and 

more convenient for everyone, apart from 
those not able or willing to use 
computers. These days, fewer and fewer 
people are now without a smartphone or 
computer

Perhaps those of us who can’t adapt to 
modern living will be dead before the 
town shops disappear and the Chinese 
are running our lives from Beijing.

Meanwhile, perhaps there is a need for 
bulletin boards in local towns, villages, 
shops, community centres, and churches, 
where notices of events can be 
posted—but a team of volunteers would 
need to deal with this. 

Brian W Burnett

……………………………………………………………………………….
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It’s little wonder that the Town Council 
is considering a communications 
strategy. 

Not that long ago, any criticism of the 
Council would’ve been confined to the 
local pub. Now, it’s all too visible, 
thanks to that bizarre, dark space: 
social media.  

Just recently, in fact, a couple of 
councillors have felt the rough edge of 
some electors’ tongues. As a result, 
some have rationally tried to defend 
themselves or the Town Council but 
we all know that the world of social 
media can sometimes be an 
unpleasant arena. It’s very public and 
not always agreeable. All part and 
parcel of the job, maybe, but some 
comments can go beyond.

What was perhaps surprising was that, 
in spite of it all, the main plank of the 
Town Council’s comms strategy 
seems to be Facebook itself—the very 
source of the negativity towards the 
Town Council in the first place. 
Perhaps it’s simply a case of fighting a 
conflagration with an inferno. 

Enter the Real Fans of Ruthin

In the last edition of T & A, we referred 
to the near self-destruction of the Fans 
of the Old Ruthin Blog Facebook 
page. That is now moderated but, as a 
closed group, is no longer visible to 
Facebook-less Luddites.  

Now, though, we have something 
called the Real Fans of Ruthin 
Facebook page. Disaffected, quite a 
number have defected. The good 
news is that this newcomer is open to 
any and every one, Facebook users or 
not, members of the page or not. 
That’s to be applauded, as this 
interloper contains some valuable 

community information which, till 
recently, was once universally visible 
on the now-restricted original. 

Everyone knows that the Real Fans of 
Ruthin’s “mayor” is not actually the 
town mayor. No one’s likely to muddle 
them up. As the “mayor” pokes fun at 
the established structures of the town, 
it’s all a bit of a laugh, really. Or a little 
silly. Possibly even peevish. Whoever 
he is, he even recently adorned 
himself with an eye patch, to delineate 
himself as a pirate copy. 

But this is still Ruthin’s equivalent of 
Facebook fake news. And the 
pretender does nothing to honour the 
office once held by great Ruthinians 
such as William Cornwallis-West, 
Dr J Medwyn Hughes, Theodore 
Rouw or Geoffrey Lecomber. 

The Real Fans, the Moaners and the 
original Fans claim over 8,000 
members. Some are on multiple 
pages, of course, but that’s still a lot of 
Ruthinians sharing their private 
information as fodder for this 
pernicious form of surveillance. There 
remains no control of or accountability 
for the way Facebook etc use the 
personal information we give away. 

And, while there’s been a bit of a 
backlash against the way children are 
exposed to dubious content, some 
comments can be equally hurtful for 
adults (including our councillors), if 
sustained. The charity Sane attributes 
an increase in adult helpline calls to 
the effects of social media. But at least 
Facebook is listening. As Private Eye 
put it last month, “We understand 
exactly how our users feel and what 
they think—because we profile them 
24/7” and “We listen to what our 
customers are saying, we listen to 
everything”.

Social Media Watch
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2019 marks the 
centenary of the bus 
service from Ruthin to 
Mold. This was the first 
Crosville route into 
Denbighshire, write 
Peter Daniels and 
Ron Hughes
Both Crosville Motor Services and Ruthin 
Borough Council had their sights on a bus 
service from Ruthin to Mold but for the 
intervention of the First World War. In 
1918, the mayor was “strongly of the 
opinion that motor traction had come to 
stay”.

First Loggerheads (from 1908) and then 
Llanferres (1909) had benefited from a 
motor omnibus service from Mold. Both 
were suspended at the outbreak of war. 

There were great celebrations when in 
July 1919 Crosville Motor Services began 
its Ruthin to Mold service. Initially, 
Crosville felt it would be seasonal. Its 
managing director stated, “We shall do 
our level best to provide a service right 
through” which, in fact, Crosville 
managed. 

Initially, there were two trips from Ruthin 
at 1035 and 1600; and an additional third 
on Saturdays and Fair Days (the first 
Tuesday), at 2030, from outside the 
Castle Hotel. The journey time was 70 
minutes and the single fare 2s/2d (11p).

Direct daily services from Ruthin to 
Birkenhead via Mold began in 1924. The 
single fare to Birkenhead was 7s/6d 
(38p). Meanwhile, from Mold, Crosville 
reached Llanarmon yn Iâl in 1928 and 
Eryrys in 1930. By 1929, most Mold - 
Ruthin journeys continued to Denbigh 

although, over the next 70 years, this 
extension was more off than on. 

By the 1930s, vehicle technology had 
improved, with pneumatic rather than 
solid tyres. In the 1930s, buses were 
progressively converted from petrol to 
diesel fuel. The journey time between 
Ruthin and Mold reduced to 45 minutes.

In the 1930s, there were up to 13 
departures each weekday between 
Ruthin and Mold.  These were more than 
halved during the Second World War. 

In 1942, Crosville progressively began 
painting their vehicles green, a colour in 
one shade or another associated with 
Ruthin’s buses for over 55 years. 

It was in 1949 that Crosville operated the 
first through Ruthin - Mold - Chester 
service. This was initially one return 
journey on Wednesdays and Saturdays 
only. Meanwhile, from 1951, Ruthin 
departures for Mold were back up to 13 a 
day. 
Over the years, the terminus has moved. 
In 1937 it became Market Street. In 1957, 
it moved to the rail station. Back it went to  
its current location, Market Street, in 
1965. It was also in 1965 that the first 
through Ruthin - Llanarmon - Mold 

journey operated. From 1970 onwards, 
most Ruthin to Molds operated via 
Llanarmon.

Other than at school times, when double 
deckers were required, during the 1960s 
and early 1970s, the bus service 
progressively became driver-only. By 
2007, double decks were withdrawn.

The 1970s and 1980s seemed to have 
round upon round of bus service cuts and 
fares increases, as the private car took 
the bus service’s passengers. It was in 
1971 that both Denbighshire and 
Flintshire began financially supporting the 
service, as remains the case today. 

In 1986, successor Crosville Wales took 
over what was now a tendered bus 
service. The direct Chester service was 
withdrawn but subsequently reintroduced, 
withdrawn, introduced and withdrawn 
again several times before being 
reintroduced from 2010. 

In June 1998, Crosville Wales lost the 
tender to GHA Coaches, who operated 
the service till 2016. Thereafter, 
Stagecoach took over till M & H Coaches, 
in March 2018. In 2018, M & H invested 
in the service, the first time all departures 
operated by brand new vehicles—other, 
of course, than in 1919!

100 Years of Service: 1919 to 2019

The May 1921 Ruthin - Mold Crosville timetable. There are also a number of journeys 
between Loggerheads & Mold, by then an important destination. Crosville was to 
buy the Loggerheads Estate in 1926, selling it to Clwyd County Council in 1974

It’s a news staple these days, alongside 
Trump and Brexit. Night after night, news 
presenters spit out more bad news 
regarding the high street. It seems that 
no store is immune. We have placed 
them all so high on a pedestal that 
there’s snow on top of them—only to find 
that many are now collapsing around us 
in an avalanche. 

But most of the focus is on larger town 
centre stores, those shedded in 
anonymous, soulless out-of-town retail 
parks and over-glamourous malls. The 
common element is that the stores are all 
well known names. 

Relying on large names as a bait to reel 
us in no longer works. The new wisdom 
is that to survive, a town needs to focus 
on independent traders. This, apparently, 
is what we now want.

Well, that’s what we’ve always had in 
Ruthin. We’re certainly no homogenised 
main street and neither have we that 
depressing round of pound shops, 
charity shops, tattoo artists and building 
societies—though there’s no doubt we 
could do with a few more financial 
institutions. The range of goods on offer 
may not be as broad as in the 1980s but 
it’s still largely comprehensive. 

They say it’s a make-or-break Christmas 
for shop keepers. I’m not sure who we 
expect to support our own town centre 
traders if we don’t ourselves. If we value 
the service they offer us, if we want a 
strong heart to our community, this 
Christmas more than at any other we 
need to show solidarity with our 
shopkeepers.

……………………………………………....…………………………………………………………………………

Warm weather in mid-February and this 
year’s motorcycle season has started 
already. Yes, already!  One whole month 
earlier than usual. You’d think they’d wait 
till Easter (April 21st). But no. 

The Merseyside and Manchester so-
called “born again bikers” are already 
active, causing an early nuisance with 
their contempt for those who live here.

To them, North Wales is one large 
playground. It’s bad enough in town but 
pity those who live in villages along the 
bikers’ usual runs, where they push their 
machines to the limit: the A542, B5105 
and A494. 

You don’t need to be on the roadside to 
feel and hear the intrusion. At least there 
are average speed cameras on the 
A5104 through Bryneglwys there days. 

Time was when the 
police checked the 
B5105 in summer for 
speed. 

Bikers care not that 
they make injudicious 
manœuvres that 
threaten themselves 
and others. 

As you physically recoil from the rip and 
provocatively deliberate high revving 
(irrespective of actual speed), you realise 
that either they have no concept of any 
form of decorous behaviour or they 
simply do not care that the lives of those 
who live here are destroyed and ruined 
by the thrash and convulsions of their 
right hand and wild engines. 

They are a weekend scourge without 

parallel, a plague, a misery. 
Who said it was only young 
people who behave 
antisocially? It wouldn’t be 
so bad if they actually 
stopped to take in the town 
or to make an actual 
economic contribution 
towards it. 

The Myddelton Arms was 
once a biker pub (before 
the concept of late middle 

aged men with 500ccs between their 
legs, it has to be said). Before it changed, 
the Castle Park Café used to host them, 
usually on the way to Den’s Diner at 
Betws y Coed or the Pondarosa Café at 
the Horseshoe Pass summit. The price of 
a cuppa and fry-up wasn’t much but it 
helped. Now, though, bikers breeze 
through without stopping, disturbing 
everyone, and for what? It’s like a 
colonialisation of our byways. 
¹ Probably some women, too, these days

Men¹ Behaving Badly
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by Isabel Stewart
At 10.45a.m. on November 11th, 2018, 
around 60 people gathered just opposite 
Derwen’s mediæval church for the 
unveiling of a newly erected war 
memorial.

A local resident, Mrs Anwen Jones, and 
others, had been concerned that 
Derwen, unlike many of the surrounding 
villages, had no war memorial. 

They brought this to the notice of the 
community council, who decided to 
rectify the problem and who funded the 
installation. The project was managed by 
councillor Hywel Jones.

Geraint Roberts of Dyffryn Memorials, 
Denbigh, supplied an engraved granite 
stone. Local stonemason Llyfelys Rees 
adjusted an existing plinth to 
accommodate the war memorial. 

The morning of the unveiling was wet 
and miserable but by 10.45a.m. the sun 

came out and shone throughout the 
short memorial service. 100 years after 
the end of the First World War, it was a 
lovely tribute to our fallen heroes. 

Tomi Griffiths, Gwerni, recited the hymn; 
“Mor ddedwydd yw y rhai trwy ffydd”; Lt 
Col. (Ret’d) Jim Greaves MBE recited 
the “Ode of Remembrance”; and Y 
Parch. Tudur Rowlands, the former 
minister of Derwen & Clawddnewydd 
chapels, gave a short service. Wreaths 
of poppies were laid at the foot of the 
memorial monument.

Mrs Anwen Jones had been born in 
Derwen and knew of soldiers killed in the 
war; and local Prof Peter Cobbold’s 
sister, Sarah, a librarian in Oxford 
University, had access to the archives 
and was able to find names of the fallen. 

Among them was a Private (1st Class) in 
the US Army. He was Thomas 
Williamson, a resident of Derwen Hall, 
Clawddnewydd, who previously had 
emigrated to the USA to be a ranch 
hand. In 1917, at the time of the US 

Expeditionary Force’s entry into First 
World War, he and his fellow American 
ranch hands all enlisted. 

There is space remaining on the 
memorial for any forgotten names.

The Unveiling of Derwen’s Memorial
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In January, electric car 
sales soared by 26 per 
cent. What will the 
coming revolution mean 
for Ruthin?
By 2040, it’s likely the UK government 
will have banned the internal combustion 
engine. By 2030, the government 
expects 70 per cent of our cars will be 
electric. That’s only 11 years away. 

Moreover, by 2022, pundits expect 
capital price parity between conventional 
and electric cars and it is after this 
date—three years hence—that we can 
expect the start of an avalanche in 
electric vehicle sales. The rate of 
conversion will quickly ramp up each 
year to 2030, then steady.

It’s said that for every filling station 
forecourt pump we shall need eight 
charging points. In fact, that may be 
pessimistic. Whereas it takes three to six 
minutes to fill a car with liquid gold, the 
minimum time for a rapid top-up electric 
charge is 20 minutes. What this means is 
that drivers will no longer stop to fuel up, 

as they do now. Instead, they will charge 
when they visit a destination. We will 
need a different mindset. 

This results in a challenge. We know that 
Ruthin’s economy depends on visitors. 
Range is no problem for a petrol or 
diesel car. But, we’re far from much of 
our natural catchment. Electric motorists 
are not just going to want to top-up, 
they’re going to have to. Waiting for a 20-
minute fast charge at a converted petrol 
station is no longer reasonable (and this 
will begin to change the value of land).

And, can you imagine the queues at the 
end of a Saturday or Sunday as visitors 
try to top up cars for the return leg? Will 
this simply put some visitors off? 

It means charging when motorists have 
time on their hands, at supermarkets 
such as the Co-op, at visitor attractions 
such as the Craft Centre, at hotels such 
as Wetherspoon’s, at events, and so on. 
Instead of service stations, we will want 
charging points at Tesco, so that we can 
charge while we shop. 

And what about a visit to Moel Famau or 
Loggerheads? Although on (or near) a 
strategic route, how easy will it be to add 

capacity at these significant 
destinations? Will a car park full of 
charging points be a blot on the AONB 
landscape and how do we deal with 
planning applications for huge numbers 
of them? How does the energy network 
supply all this juice to all these 
destinations and can it? 

There are also generating capacity 
problems in an area like Ruthin. There is 
no nearby generated electricity. Our wind 
turbines are some miles away at the top 
of the hill, in the wrong place, even if 
they could cope with demand. Adding 
one electric vehicle to your home 
effectively doubles the amount of 
electricity consumed.

And, for those of us who live here, 
overnight slow charging is the best way 
of improving range. Five hours will 
typically get you 200 miles. This, of 
course, assumes that you have off-road 
parking. What about communal parking, 
flats and terraced houses?

The nearest charging points to Ruthin 
are at Rhug and Green Lane, Corwen 
and at Trefnant village hall. There’s 
nothing currently in Ruthin itself, Denbigh 
Mold or Buckley. 

. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Are ‘Friends’ Electric?

The Derwen memorial. Note also to its 
right an increasingly rare ‘Lister’ litter 

bin, which the Community Council 
intends to relocate

Warm weather in mid-February and this 
year’s motorcycle season has started 
already. Yes, already! 

One whole month earlier than usual. Or, 
better yet, you’d think they’d wait till 
Easter (April 21st). But no. 

The Merseyside and Manchester so-
called “born again bikers” are already 
active, causing an early nuisance with 
their contempt for those who live here.

To them, North Wales is one large 
playground. It’s bad enough in town but 

pity those who live in villages along the 
bikers’ usual runs, where they push their 
machines to the limit: the A542, B5105 
and A494. 

You don’t need to be on the roadside to 
feel and hear the intrusion. At least there 
are average speed cameras on the 
A5104 through Bryneglwys. Time was 
when the police checked the B5105 in 
summer for speed. 

They care not that they make injudicious 
manœuvres that threaten themselves 
and others. 

As you physically recoil from the rip and 
provocatively deliberate high revving 
(irrespective of actual speed), you 
realise that either they have no concept 
of any form of decorous behaviour or 
they simply do not care that the lives of 
those who live here are destroyed and 
ruined by the thrash and convulsions of 
their right hand and wild engines. 

They are a weekend scourge without 
parallel, a plague, a misery. Who said it 
was only young people who behave 
antisocially?

It wouldn’t be so bad if they actually 
stopped to take in the town or to make 
an actual economic contribution towards 
it. The Myddelton Arms was once a biker 
pub (before the concept of late middle 
aged men with 500ccs between their 
legs, it has to be said). Before it 
changed, the Castle Park Café used to 
host them, usually on the way to Den’s 
Diner at Betws y Coed or the Pondarosa 
Café at the Horseshoe Pass summit. 
The price of a cuppa and fry-up wasn’t 
much but it helped. Now, though, bikers 
breeze through without stopping, 
disturbing everyone, and for what? It’s 
like a colonialisation of our byways. 

¹ Probably some women, too, these days

Men¹ Behaving Badly 

At last, a local benefit

Going for it!

just because larger chains are forsaking 
the high street but also, apparently, 
because this 
is what 
shoppers now 
want. The 
good news is 
that Ruthin is 
blessed with a 
lot of 
independent 
traders. 

Over the 
years, Town 
and Around 
has tried to 
measure the 
number of 
empty units in 
town. As at the beginning of March, we 
can report that the position is probably 
the best it has ever been since Lehman 
Brothers filed for bankruptcy, triggering 
the 2008 recession. 

Only nine shop units are empty and two 
of these are under refurbishment. 

Yes, there’s been something of a churn in 
traders but doesn’t this simply indicate a 
willing and entrepreneurial spirit? Some 
of our former units have found residential 
or office-based uses and at least these 
don’t give an air of despondency. The 
town is looking healthy.

The local retail economy nevertheless 
remains fragile. Though “Empty shops 
pay no rates”, established businesses 
face high Valuation Office-set rates bills. 

A late Easter in 2019 may result in fewer 
early spring visitors. 

But traders cannot solely rely on seasonal 
tourists. For one thing, they are weather-
dependent. No, if we want to see a 

flourishing town 
centre, we need to 
take matters into our 
own hands. 

It’s true that not all 
traders fall into the 
category of the 
1920s’ back 
page—“The local 
stores know you and 
try to please 
you”—but most do 
and most offer local 
employment, 
perhaps to our 
neighbours, perhaps 
to others we know or 

even perhaps within our own families. 

Quoted in the Western Mail on February 
13th, Nick Turk of global commercial 
estate agents Colliers said, “Amazon & 
Asos are not killing retail—they are killing 
mediocre retail”. There’s little that’s 
mediocre about our own independent 
shops.

For those of us “in the habit of ordering 
their goods from the great cities” (or the 
21st century equivalents of retail parks or 
via the online giants), the 1920s piece 
suggests that “This is a mistaken policy”. 

The sentiments of a century ago seem to 
apply today. Although there are goods 
you simply cannot find in Ruthin, there 
are also plenty that you can. We should 
all resolve to try to find them. 

Empty Shops Pay no Rates
Continued from page 1 aaaaaaaaaaaa

Chapter Closes for 
Spread Eagle Books

Novelist Philip Pullman once described 
independent bookshops as “the lantern 
bearers of civilisation”. Unbeknown to 
much of Ruthin and certainly without 
any fanfare, another lamp has been 
snuffed out this winter, with the of 
Ruthin’s Spread Eagle Books, 3 Upper 
Clwyd Street.

Unconfirmed reports suggest that the 
owner is trying to find a buyer.

Even with a downturn in e-book sales, 
changing habits are, no doubt, largely 
to blame. Yet, there is always 
something special about a bookshop. 
They offer something Amazon cannot: 
only in shops can you browse and dip 
into a book before you buy. Alas, in 
Ruthin, that is no longer to be the 
case, although we must report that 
Siop Elfair continues as busily as ever, 
for those whose preference is for a 
book in Welsh.

In truth, it’s astonishing that a town the 
size of Ruthin has supported a 
bookshop for so long. Ruthin School 
once helped its sustainability 
enormously, by buying all its books 
through the town centre bookshop. We 
are sure that proporietrix Janet 
Kenyon-Thompson has kept her 
enterprise going as long as possible. 
She has made a vital contribution to 
the high street. Now, those who 
continue to prefer to buy from shops 
will need to travel elsewhere, with the 
impact this will have on other shops, 
as well.
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Planning applications of the size of 
Glasdir’s final phase C are usually 
controversial. But not this one. 

Even though the unfinished landscape of 
Glasdir is tucked away and out of view, 
the Civic Association was pleased to 
hear that Taylor Wimpey has now 
officially restarted on site. This sentiment 
is no doubt shared by all in Ruthin who 
will at last see the estate completed and 
the area tidied up. 
Formal permission came 
in mid-January. 

Glasdir’s section C will 
add a further supply of 
(reasonably-priced) two 
and four bedroomed 
houses from which the 
town can chose. Some 
will appeal to first time 
buyers under Help to Buy 
which, in 2017, buoyed 
up house builders 
elsewhere in Wales and 
across the border in 
Chester where significant 
acreage of development land has 
recently been released. Help to Buy was 
unavailable in Ruthin because of a lack 
of new builds. Glasdir C, then, has the 
welcome potential to help local young 
families.

Meanwhile, February is a month when 
vendors consider whether they should 
sell. This spring, the local market is 
hardly blooming. Healthier than average 

sales in the first three quarters of 2018 
are now mixed with a current caution. 
Vendors seem unprepared to reduce 
asking prices and buyers similarly may 
not wishing to pay what they consider to 
be higher prices. This will add to the 
appeal of Glasdir.

As will there being just 42 properties for 
sale in town, something of an all-time 
low. Glasdir’s phase C is also for 42. 

There were other 
significant housing 
developments agreed this 
winter that, unlike Glasdir 
C, have proven to be 
contentious. 38 dwellings 
were given the go-ahead 
for a site on the fringe of 
Llanbedr DC, in spite of 
the community council 
objecting. Most were 
“affordable” and hence 
play to a more thriving 
market segment.

33 houses are due 
immediately south of Pentre Llanrhaeadr, 
opposite a site already under 
development for 15 residential units. 
Here, the community council also 
objected, including on cultural grounds.

At least Pentre Llanrhaeadr enjoys a 
range of local services. The additional 
houses will help support the village shop, 
motor retail & repairs business, and the 
closed-open-closed-open-closed-now 

open again Nant y Felin restaurant. Plus, 
there’s a pub, pottery and women’s 
clothes shop-cum-cafeteria, all within a 
10 minute walk.
Shouldn’t preference be given to 
developments in villages enjoying such 
existing community facilities?
As for Llanbedr, plans to transform the 
Griffin into a hub, shop and post office 
have fallen through, with just £26,300 of 
the required £200,000 raised. That 
leaves Llanbedr with nothing other than a 
parish church and primary school 
(Llanrhaeadr has these, too). Once, 
Llanbedr supported a pub, shop and 
petrol filling station.

It’s a news staple these days, alongside 
Trump and Brexit. Night after night, news 
presenters spit out more bad news 
regarding the high street. It seems that 
no store is immune. We have placed 
them all so high on a pedestal that 
there’s snow on top of them—only to find 
that many are now collapsing around us 
in an avalanche. 

But most of the focus is on larger town 
centre stores, those shedded in 
anonymous, soulless out-of-town retail 
parks and over-glamourous malls. The 
common element is that the stores are all 
well known names. 

Relying on large names as a bait to reel 
us in no longer works. The new wisdom 
is that to survive, a town needs to focus 
on independent traders. This, apparently, 
is what we now want.

Well, that’s what we’ve always had in 
Ruthin. We’re certainly no homogenised 
main street and neither have we that 
depressing round of pound shops, 
charity shops, tattoo artists and building 
societies—though there’s no doubt we 
could do with a few more financial 
institutions. The range of goods on offer 
may not be as broad as in the 1980s but 
it’s still largely comprehensive. 

They say it’s a make-or-break Christmas 
for shop keepers. I’m not sure who we 
expect to support our own town centre 
traders if we don’t ourselves. If we value 
the service they offer us, if we want a 
strong heart to our community, this 
Christmas more than at any other we 
need to show solidarity with our 
shopkeepers.

Local Housing Steps Up in Town and Around 

… the pinks are next to the Green, if 
you see what I mean, as the late Ted 
Lowe might’ve said on TV’s ‘Pot 
Black’. 

And it reminds us that life really is 
better in colour. If you think so, colour 
versions of all our recent editions are 
online.

Meanwhile, a school project in the 
USA resulted in our hunting for a 
postcard of Ruthin to send. We had in 
mind a traditional product with four 

views. Leaving 
aside the arty 
postcards 
each with a 
Ruthin door 
available at the 
Craft Centre, 
we found just 
two traditional 
designs. One 
from Castle 
Bell was up-to-
date but, 
unfortunately, 
there was a 
mis-spelling on 
the front. The 
other is 
reproduced left 
(but in black & 
white). That 
there is but 

two designs presumably reflects 
demand. My guess is that day visitors 
never bother with postcards and those 
staying longer simply use social media 
rather than waste an all-too-expensive 
stamp. Nevertheless, should we have a 
better range of postcards?

So, of the two available, this went to the 
US. It was taken in the mid-1960s, not 
long after the flower-bedecked 
roundabout was built. If you’re reading 
this online in colour, zoom in and note 
the pre-Warboys Committee “keep left” 

markings on the roundabout’s rim and 
the car park directional sign on the lamp 
column to the left of the Peers memorial.

The entrance to the Castle Hotel bars is 
at the Myddelton. There’s a betting office 
beyond Vanity Fayre. The Milk Bar’s still 
with us, albeit changed over the years. 
The long-standing Hovis sign projects 
out over the Square. 

A casual glance reveals that nothing’s 
substantially changed. What does seem 
odd are the cars. For one thing, there 
are refreshingly few of them along the 
Castle Hotel flank of St Peter’s Square. 
For another, two-way traffic was 
permissible along the opposite flank. All 
the vehicles were of UK manufacture.

The most prominent, parked directly 
outside the Castle Hotel, is a “face-lifted” 
Standard Ten of c.1959 before the model 
was culled two years later. Its 
registration RUN 727 is local. “UN” was 
used for Denbighshire vehicle 
registration marks till 1974 (as was CA). 
The vehicle behind it, outside the Milk 
Bar, seems to be a Ford Thames 300E 
van based on the Anglia saloon, related 
to the three-box Ford Popular. Also 
visible are a Ford Consul Cortina Mk I, 
an Austin Cambridge Mk II (or Morris 
Oxford), an Austin (or Morris) 1100, an 
Austin A35 van, a Hillman Imp and a 
Jaguar Mark 2. 

Colour versions of Town and 
Around are available online at 

townandaround.org.uk

For those of you watching 
in black & white…

Glasdir Timeline
2006—developer pays what was 
believed to be £7m for development 
land
Nov 2006—planning granted
June 2007—developer starts building
2008—first market property (i.e. non-
social housing) sold
2012—building halts after flooding of 
122 properties, in November
June 2014—new flood mitigation starts
June 2017—original show homes 
refurbished and put up for sale
2019—developer begins to complete 
final section C, with permission 
granted in January

by Kathy Daniels
There are some things that don’t change. 
For example, the concern about the level 
of trade in Ruthin and the number of 
visitors to town. We recently had been 
invited to look at numerous plans about 
Ruthin’s future, to contemplate how to 
make Ruthin a more attractive and 
prosperous place (details of which have 
been covered in previous issues of Town 
and Around).

I thought I would consider something 
from the past: the mediæval fair, which 
began in 1976. 

This was the brainchild of Ken Favell, 
with the help of the Davies of Siop Nain 
and was part of a plan designed to put 
Ruthin “on the map”. 

The hope was that the fair would become 
a regular feature in the calendar of travel 
operators and tourists. Details of the 
planned activities were sent from Cardiff 
Wales Tourist Board Office to tour 
operators throughout Britain and, indeed, 
abroad. 

The fair and its accompanying market 

were held each summer Wednesday. To 
add to Ruthin’s olde worlde atmosphere, 
shop keepers, shoppers and trade and 
business folk—basically everyone—were 
encouraged to wear period costume. So 
fervent was this desire, the Free Press 
published costume ideas months before 
the first fair day.

Organisers invited the Grass Roots 
Theatre, Mold, to present some of their 
mediæval plays on St Peter’s Square. 
Part of the Square was reserved for 
dancing troupes, craft workers, antique 
stalls, bell ringing demonstrations, 
competitions and the like. Competitors 
could try horse shoe-throwing. There 
was also a biscuit, beer and balloon 
competition (make of that what you will). 

There was also a desire to find as many 
of the old names given to Ruthin’s old 
buildings, with the hope that someone 
would adopt the idea and install suitable 
plaques on the building concerned, 
giving names and relevant dates & 
information. I was also hoped that some 
History Society members would take 
tours around the town. 

Well, the mediæval fair has long gone. 
Plaques have nevertheless appeared on 

suitable buildings, care of the Civic 
Association, and it is still possible to 
have a walking tour of Ruthin. 

Most important of all, perhaps, are the 
memories. People look back at the fair 
with a great fondness. They sometimes 
forget, of course, that there was also a 
certain scepticism, even a local lack of 
interest, about the fair and that it was 
often people out of town who helped 
keep it going, rather than Ruthinians 
ourselves. 

But, everyone to whom I have ever 
spoken—both for this article and at other 
times—has said the same thing: wouldn’t 
it be great if there could be a mediæval 
fair in Ruthin once again, even if it was 
just a one off, even if it were to be an 
annual event, even if it were reinvented 
for more modern times.  

During Open Doors might be a perfect 
opportunity to hold such an event. 
Llanelidan held a similar fair on two 
consecutive years, coinciding with their 
own Open Doors heritage weekend 
activities. What do readers—and 
decision makers—think?

Time to Reinvent the Fair?
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Derek Jones suggests that 
we take a leaf out of Cardiff’s 
book
I was delighted to see on the BBC’s 
Wales Today in the middle of January 
that Betty Campbell had been 
chosen as the first recipient of the 
Hidden Heroine’s award, and that, 
courtesy of the National Assembly 
and Cardiff City Council, would 
have a statue erected in her 
honour in our capital city. Betty 
(1935-2017) was the first black 
head teacher in Wales, and 
unquestionably worth this kind of 
celebration.

But, of course, my second 
thought was that there must be 
many women in North Wales of 
equal worth, and that, so far, 
none of them, so far as I know, 
had been commemorated in this 
way. And my third thought was 
that there was a strong 
candidate, fairly recently in our 
midst, whose claim to be a 
“hidden heroine” would be worth 
our championship.

I refer, of course, to Hafina Clwyd (1936-
2011), my successor in the Chair of the 
Civic Association, and warmly loved by 
many in the town—and around! Born a 
farmer’s daughter in Gwyddelwern, she 
trained at Bangor Normal College and 
taught for many years in Islington, North 
London. She also co-founded a Welsh 
Literary Club, and was a member of the 

Honourable Society of Cymrodion.

She returned to North Wales—to Ruthin, 
in fact—in the early 1970s, and quickly 
established a reputation as a journalist, 
writing a weekly column for The Western 
Mail, editing Y Bedol and Y Faner, 

contributing to Town and Around.

The poet Meic 
Stephens, who 
died last year, 
wrote her obituary 
in The 
Independent. 
“Some of here most 
entertaining pieces, 
deliciously waspish, 
caused sparks to fly, 
but the reader was 
left with the 
impression that she 
meant precisely what 
she said, and was 
prepared to stand by 
it”.

She was the author of 
eleven books, 
including an 
autobiography, and 

was often to be seen at Ruthin Library, 
encouraging children to read. She was 
elected an Honorary Fellow of Bangor 
University for services to journalism. She 
took a close interest in Ruthin Craft 
Centre; Philip Hughes paid her a moving 
tribute at a memorial service at Y 
Tabernacl.

Hafina sat on Ruthin Town Council (1999 

until her death in 
2011) and was 
Mayor in 2008-
2009. What a full 
and well-rounded 
life she led!

Is she worth a 
statue in the town? 
Yes, of course. My 
purpose in writing 
this piece is 
intended to set the ball rolling but I am 
sure that it ought to be women who 
should take the lead in such a campaign 
just as women down south persuaded 
the authorities to sponsor the Hidden 
Heroines project. I feel sure that the 
progenitors of the original project would 
welcome a North Wales counterpart. 

Perhaps the Civic Association could be 
the first port of call for any active 
feminists who want to take the project 
further. And perhaps Town and Around, 
along with Y Faner Newydd, could keep 
us up to date on progress.

» Civic Association members will 
note that there are several of Hafina’s 
Town and Around contributions in the 
collection of articles from 2003-2018 
published in December. She wrote in 
her typically witty and engaging 
style; and she always seemed to spot 
an unexpected angle. It’s fitting that 
she should be commemorated 
following the naming of the meeting 
room at the Library… but is that 
sufficient? Does she deserve more? 

A “Hidden Heroine” for North Wales?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Within Gwynne Morris’s 
collection of letters is 
this from an Italian 
prisoner of war
Much interest has recently been shown in 
the history of the Pool Park Prisoner of 
War Camp set up during the Second 
World War. 

As an avid collector of old letters 
emanating from Ruthin and district, going 
back to the 1700s, and a member of the 
Welsh Postal and Philatelic Society, one 
of my treasured letters is from one of the 
Italian captives, a Sardo Michele, to his 
mother Rita. 

Possibly, one of the descendants of a 
local farmer of the time for which he may 
have worked may recollect the name.

It was written at the end of February 
1940. One reason for it being treasured 
is the fact that it was written on official 
notepaper headed “Prisoner of War 
Post”.  As can be seen,Pool Park camp 
was “No 38 P.O.W. Camp Great Britain”. 

The postmark on 
the reverse shows 
that it arrived at its 
destination on 
March 11th with 
the address

Signora Sarde 
Rita 
Vicola Ospedale 
N.24
(Agriento)
Italia

Agriento is a Greek 
style city in the highlands of South 
Eastern Sicily. Considering the conditions 
of the time, it had not taken it long to 
reach its destination. A question which 
arises is how did the letter find its way 
back to Wales to my collection. It is a 
very heart warming letter and translates 
as the following:

“28.2.46

“My dearest Mother

“I am writing to give you my news. I can 
tell you that I am well and am hoping to 

see you and the children very soon my 
dear Rita. I have not written for some 
time as I am expecting to be released 
very soon—at the moment hopefully by 
the end of March or early April. Be happy 
at all times as I shall soon be with you.

“Don’t write as I am in good health. Be 
happy and do not worry about me. Now I 
am sending you my warmest kisses to 
you my dearest Rita and the children.

“Once again your dearest son sends his 
kisses so you will never forget him.”

Pool Park POW Camp

BB
C
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Peter Daniels 
investigates Heulfre, 
now part of the Ruthin 
School campus
Largely hidden behind unflattering 
outlying extensions is Heulfre, once a 
large proud private residence of manorial 
proportions. As its size suggests, its early 
occupants were wealthy and important 
and included, in 1911, William Robert 
Evans, solicitor and Clerk of the Peace. In 
the 1950s, it became a children’s home 
and, later, county offices and a nursing 
home but for six all-too-
brief years it was the 
headquarters of the 
Denbighshire 
Constabulary.

The reasons why the 
Denbighshire police 
force HQ moved from 
Wrexham to Ruthin are 
now vague. Perhaps 
for the same reason 
that Ruthin was the 
county town of Old 
Denbighshire, Ruthin 
was simply more 
central. Denbighshire 
at the time included 
Llanrwst, Colwyn Bay, 
Abergele, the Ceiriog 
Valley and Wrexham. 
The council’s slightly 
odd shape filled the 
convoluted and curious 
void between earlier established 
Caernarvonshire (sic) and Flintshire.

The former police HQ was on Wrexham’s 
Regent Street, where the Wrexham town 
museum is now. It was in 1961, upon the 
HQ’s transfer to Ruthin, that Heulfre 
played host to this important central 
office. Based at Heulfre were between 40 
and 50 staff, some of whom were support 
staff, usually administrators, but there 
were other roles, such as storemen and a 
gardener. 

Heulfre had formerly been a Denbighshire 
County Council children’s home, with a 
large catchment. Pupils attended Ysgol 
Brynhyfryd. Heulfre, meanwhile, was 
owned by Denbighshire County Council.

In 1961, there was initially insufficient 
space at Heulfre to accommodate all 
Denbighshire Constabulary’s HQ 
activities. The central CID was billeted on 
the second floor at the end of Railway 
Terrace before later moving to the town 
police station on Record Street. 

It was in 1967 that Denbighshire 
Constabulary merged with Flintshire’s 
and the Gwynedd Constabulary. It was at 
this point the Denbighshire’s final chief 
constable, Walter Stansfield, retired. The 
Gwynedd Constabulary itself had existed 
since 1950, upon the earlier 

amalgamation of the Anglesey, 
Caernarfonshire and Meirioneth forces.  

The 1967 combined police force was also 
given the title Gwynedd Constabulary. 
Obviously, the combined Gwynedd police 
service did not require three HQs. It 
adopted as its central location a base in 
Caernarfon. Interestingly, and no doubt 
as a nod towards things to come, the 
police authority was based at Mold, the 
clerk being Flintshire’s chief executive,    
T M Haydn Rees.

The 1967 changes were not the end of 
the matter for Heulfre, though. Heulfre 
continued in a downgraded capacity but 

was still one of the most important assets 
for the new combined police force. From 
1967, Heulfre hosted all the enlarged 
force’s criminal and court records. In the 
early post-1967 years, these had to be 
catalogued, assimilated and filed at 
Ruthin. This, of course, was in the days 
before there was any comprehension of 
the computerisation to come, let alone 
thoughts of a police national computer. 

In addition, on behalf of the new 

Gwynedd Constabulary, Heulfre played 
host to the central stores, dog handlers’ 
section and driving academy. The 
combined police force’s two instructors 

would teach drivers over a five week 
period and the novice constables would 
usually lodge with families in town. New 
recruits would visit Ruthin to obtain 
uniforms. Passers by could see dogs 
trained on the lawn to Heulfre’s front. 

More locally, Heulfre continued to house 
the Denbighshire division’s photographic 
staff and the Denbighshire division’s 
operations room, even though the nearest 
traffic police officers were based at 
Denbigh. Heulfre offered locally stationed 
officers at Record Street their night time 
mess facilities. 

It was during the early 1970s that the 
combined police 
force considered a 
new, larger 
headquarters. 
During the many 
meetings, the police 
authority gave 
serious 
consideration to 
Ruthin as the town 
to host the new 
building. It was 
apparently a close 
thing but Ruthin lost 
out. 

In 1973, Gwynedd 
Constabulary 
opened its new 
centralised 
headquarters at 
Colwyn Bay. The 
functions based at 

Ruthin at once migrated to the new site. 
Immediately beforehand, at Heulfre, there 
were 19 staff remaining, seven of whom 
were uniformed, the highest ranked being 
a chief inspector. A year later, to avoid 
confusion with the new Gwynedd County 
Council, the Gwynedd Constabulary 
changed its name to the North Wales 
Police. 

In 1973, Heulfre was surplus to police 
requirements. In early 1974, after a 

period of disuse, a small task force
of Denbighshire & Flintshire planners 
commandeered part of the building to 
thrash out early transport policies for the 

When Ruthin Headquartered the County’s Police

The last day of police use at Heulfre in 1973. 
Val Roberts, who helped with information for this piece, 

is in the middle row, second from the right

Heulfre is recognisable from the front but is largely now 
hidden form the path, behind multiple extensions
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Heather Williams 
responds
In the last edition of Town and 
Around (December 2018), the 
leading article was a debate 
about whether it was still 
appropriate to describe Ruthin 
as an historic market town. 

This is the description on the 
sign which greets visitors on 
entering the town.

Derek Jones thought that it 
was still true to say that 
Ruthin is certainly historic 
but wondered whether this 
was an appropriate description of 
the town, as it also had a number of fine 
modern buildings—such as the Ruthin 
Craft Centre (the Centre for Applied Arts), 
County Hall and the recent school 
buildings.  

In addition, he wondered whether 
describing Ruthin as a market town was 
still relevant as, apart from the Market 
Hall (which has a rather limited range of 
stalls) there were only a few stalls in the 
centre of town from time to time. 

Therefore, the 
markets were 
not what most 
visitors would 
take away as a 
memory of the 
town. 

Derek ends his 
article by 
suggesting 
other ways in 
describing the 
town—may be 
an ‘Arts Town’ 
or perhaps 
‘Historic and 
Progressive’.

Derek 
welcomed 
some 
feedback to his 
article, so I 
thought I would respond with my views.

Certainly, the visitor is more likely to be 
walking the streets of Ruthin to take in the 
ambience of the historic nature of the 
town. They can do their own historic 
guided tour using the Civic Association’s 
‘Slow Walks’ or the Denbighshire County 
Council’s ‘Ruthin Town Trail’ publication; 
or be taken on a guided tour by a tour 
guide. 

During the main tourist season, they can 
visit Ruthin Gaol and Nantclwyd y Dre, 
which ooze with their fascinating history. 
The development of the Old Courthouse, 
by the Ruthin Town Council in the centre 
of Ruthin, will add a wonderful free 
historic attraction for visitors. 

In addition, if they are 
staying in the town, it 
is likely they will be in 
either the historic 
Ruthin Castle or 
Castle Hotel or, 
maybe, a B & B or self-
catering property, many 
of which are historic 
buildings. 

Certainly, some people 
will visit the modern 
Craft Centre—but that is 
probably the only new 
building that visitors will 
access.  

The town’s market dates 
back to 1295 and was 

located at the top of the hill (St Peter’s 
Square) for nearly 600 years, according 
to the recently published “The History of 
Ruthin”. 

The livestock markets relocated 
to Market Street and Wynnstay Road in 
1905. The Ruthin Farmers Auction Co. 
Ltd, the livestock market of North Wales, 
was established in 1920. The operation 
of this market had grown so significantly 

towards the end of the last century that, 
owing to the large number of vehicles 
carrying sheep and cattle, it had 
outgrown its central locations (the cattle 
market in Market Street and sheep 
market in Wynnstay Road). 

It moved to its present site on the 
Denbigh Road in 1992 and is one of the 
largest livestock markets in the UK, with 
the throughput of sheep and cattle 
weekly. 

So, for the farming community, this is 
truly still a very important market town.

So, in conclusion, I would contend that 
Ruthin is still best described as an 
“Historic Market Town”.

approaching county of Clwyd. It had not 
taken long for the building to become 
slightly dilapidated. It then saw use for 
education. For some two years, it became 
the sixth form building and common room 
for Ysgol Brynhyfryd. Immediately after, it 
was also refurbished as one of four Clwyd 
County Council area education offices, 
which supported local schools and 
housed peripatetic teachers. As such, it 
was labelled as County Offices. It never 
regained its past glory in the public sector 
but it did play a key role in hosting 
meetings & discussions which would 
establish Welsh medium primary 
education at the new Ysgol Pen Barras. 
Heulfre closed in the 1980s. 

  

By the early 1980s, it became a nursing 
home. This coincided with a considerable 
expansion of the private nursing home 
sector. In the mid-1980s and again in 
1993, the nursing home applied for 
permission for more extensions. In 1997, 
Ruthin School acquired the building and 
converted it into residential 
accommodation for its boarders. 

Val Roberts, Ron Hughes, Roger 
Edwards, Pat Astbury, Emrys Wynne, Kay 
Culhane and Gareth Evans kindly helped 
with information for this article

» Heulfre is located off Mold Road, 
less than a minute’s walk on the left 
from Ruthin School’s new barrier.  
Although on a right of way, bear in 
mind this is still part of a school.

Local employees 
Iola Williams (left) 
and Val Roberts 
pose for the 
police’s house 
magazine

Ruthin—still an Historic  Market Town!
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In February, there was an  opportunity to 
inspect the former Nat West and to spot 
remaining evidence of its former long-
standing occupant. This included 
customer & staff notices and carpeting in 
corporate colours; and unmoved cash 
strong boxes labelled for high 
denomination notes. Presumably empty 
but has the Town Council checked?

The appearance of last issue’s Town 
and Around article on snow in 
Denbighshire County Council’s 
“County Voice” online magazine gave 
this paper and the Civic Association a 
little more profile. Among the plaudits 
received as a result was one from 
Manhattan, USA. County 
Voice gets nearly 100,000 
hits per issue.

With so few shop unit 
vacancies in Ruthin (p1), we 
were surprised to learn that 
the amount of empty retail 
space in Manhattan was at 
20%. It was 7% in 2016.

In spite of the leftover 
legal notice in the window of the 
former TSB in Well Street, the people 
behind the proposed micro-pub have 
withdrawn their application, citing the 
conversion costs associated with 
making the premises sound proof. 
They are, however, said to on the 
lookout for a suitable venue in Ruthin 
which, given the high occupancy at 
the moment, is proving difficult.

The Civic Association applauds the Co-
op for its latest make-over. This is 

believed to be its fourth for the Co-op 
since in 1994. It’s good to see that the 
£1m refurbishment will safeguard the 
supermarket. The cost of buying ethically 
is, however, higher, even though the Co-
op has made progress with so-called 
“insult prices” that are every day staples 
at a higher cost than its competitor. Post-
Tesco, the Co-op had “de-ranged” its 
stock. Could this now be reversed?

Bar Llaeth on St Peter’s Square is 
similarly undergoing a refurbishment 
and possibly even a name change. 
Meanwhile, near neighbour the 
Myddelton Grill continues to operate 
on a generator, pending resolution of 

what is believed to be a 
five-figure energy bill 
thought to be linked to 
mis-use by the 
cannabis farm in the 
former wine merchant. 
The restaurant was 
forced to close for a few 
days before Christmas 
but is currently trading.

Meanwhile, the former 
“purple shop” on the corner of 
Clwyd Street and St Peter’s Square, 
hopes to open as a café. It’s understood 
to have a very short lease in order to 
judge its potential.

The latest investment by Ruthin 
School, a £5.5m new dining room, 
opened after Christmas. Its floor-to-
ceiling windows over two storeys 
shine out like a welcoming winter 
beacon to commuters returning home 
over the Clwyd Gate.

10 Years Ago
Stephanie Booth launched her £5 
lunch menu at her brand new Malt 
House restaurant, at the Anchor.

In a series of full page advertisements 
in both the Denbighshire Free Press 
and the September 2008-launched 
Denbighshire Visitor, Booth 
enthusiastically stated, “Be 
disappointed no longer because we 
have done exactly what 
Wetherspoon’s planned to do except it 
is now located at the Anchor.”

This was a reference to 
November 2007 when Wetherspoon’s 
was first on the cusp of buying the 
Castle Hotel, also then owned by 
Booth. Like the Castle Hotel building 
itself, the deal crumbled and 
Ruthinians had to wait till January 
2012 to see the Castle renovated to 
become a ’Spoons. Meanwhile, the 
Anchor hung on for a further 10 
months before it closed.Springwatch Ruthin

by Brian Burnett
Cilygroeslwyd, two miles south of Ruthin, 
close to Pwllglas, was one of the first 
nature reserves acquired by the North 
Wales Wildlife Trust (NWWT), while 
Graig Wyllt, at Graigfechan, is one of the 
newest. Also close to Pwllglas is the 
special nature reserve managed by the 
Butterfly Conservation Society, and 32 of 
the 34 butterfly species recorded for 
North Wales have been recorded here. 
Coed Ceunant, Two miles north-east of 
Ruthin, by Llanbedr DC, is one of the 
Woodland Trust nature reserves. These 
reserves are interesting to visit at any 
time of year but especially at times when 
wild flowers, insects and birds are at their 
best. Access for all is open at all times, 
and free.

Cilygroeslwyd is particularly noted for its 
population of the rare limestone 
woundwort but has a mix of woodland 
and limestone species growing under the 
many yew trees. Pied flycatchers nest in 
the reserve, and there’s an increasing 
population of wild daffodils, encouraged 

by volunteers who manage invasive 
plants threatening to over-run them. All 
nature reserves rely on local volunteers 
to do necessary work, whether to repair 
fences to keep out livestock, lop off 
dangerous tree-branches likely to injure 
visitors or deal with any of the other 
many tasks.

Graig Wyllt is another limestone reserve, 
but quite different to the others. Both of 
the increasingly uncommon willow and 
marsh tits have been recorded here, and 
volunteers have put up nest-boxes for 
birds, and steps and gates to make 

access by people easier. 

In the spring, carpets of ramsons, or wild 
garlic, make a spectacular show, while 
there are other interesting, but less 
spectacular plants growing.
The Eyarth Butterfly Reserve attracts 
butterfly watchers but this rocky outcrop 
also has its share of other interesting 
plants and animals. Watch out for 
moonwort, a small and often over-looked 
relative of ferns, and also butterfly 
orchids (orchids resembling butterflies—if 
you have a good imagination!) and 
autumn gentians. Volunteers are also 
busy here, mainly in controlling Bracken, 
which smothers the violets, the food-plant 
of the rare pearl-bordered fritillary 
butterfly.

Spring is the time to get out to see and 
hear nature at its best—and you don’t 
need to visit a nature reserve. Ruthin 
town has plenty of wild flowers and 
singing birds if you look and listen.

Details of events run by NWWT and 
other organisations can be found by 
searching for “Wildlife in North Wales”.

…………………………………………………………………………………

Maidenhair spleenwort is a common little 
fern growing on walls and limestone rock 

in local nature reserves and in town
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Events

Civic Association members 
and guests have one last 
opportunity to inspect the 
Old Courthouse and hear 
from deputy mayor Cllr 
Gavin Harris about the 
Town Council’s plans for 

the building before work starts. Please try to 
support both the Civic Association and the 
Town Council. 3p.m., March 13th at the Old 
Courthouse.

We will be the guests of 
Ruthin School on April 24th 
at 2p.m. when we will hear 
about the school’s 
impressive expansion and 
future plans, plus there will 
be an opportunity to take a 

look around the new dining hall. 

Future events will include local resident and 
Sustrans representative Glyn Evans and 
Fiona Gale will give a talk on her life as an 
archaeologist. We will circulate dates by 
email when firm. Please phone Ruthin 
704256 if you would 
prefer to hear about 
these events by 
telephone.

Quayle Awards 2018

We invite members to 
nominate buildings or 
projects in Ruthin and 
district for the 2018 
Quayle Awards. So far, we 
have received suggestions 
for the following:  Glasdir 
schools, Clwyd Bank, The 
Royal Oak, the Ruthin 
School new dining hall and 
Neuadd Eleanor, Llanfair.

Open Doors 2019

Dates for 2019 are as follows:

Ruthin Town 7th/8th September
District 14th/15th September

We are delighted to report that Fiona Gale 
has agreed to join the sub-committee 
organising this year’s events, as the Open 
Doors co-ordinator.

Painting up for grabs

Miles Anderson has kindly offered this 
original painting, to raise funds for the 
Civic Association. It’s by locally well known 
artist Veronica Battersby and is of the top 
of the Square looking towards Clwyd 
Street. In colour and framed, it measures 
approx 21 x 14 inches. It reflects the 
Square in the summer of 2011 and shows 
the infamous “Purple Shop”, once Saddle 
Up and Cerrig & the Green Lady. We will 
invite sealed bids for the work and it will 
be on view at both the March and April 
2019 meetings.

Ruthin & District Civic Association 
Town & Around is published 
quarterly by the Ruthin & District 
Civic Association. It is available from 
Ruthin Library and on 
townandaround.org.uk. It is 
delivered free to Association 
members

We welcome articles, 
contributions, suggestions and 
letters, in Welsh or English

Please send them to the Secretary 
at cymru@clwyd.org or 
Coedlan, 25 Stryd y Brython, Ruthin, 
LL15 1JA

The deadline for the next edition is 
May 11th, 2019

Thanks are due to this quarter’s 
contributors: 

Mark Cleave, Kathy Daniels, Peter 
Daniels, Robin Hill, Ron Hughes, 
Derek Jones, Hywel Jones, Gwynne 
Morris, Isabel Stewart and Heather 
Williams; and with the help of 
Pat Astbury, Kay Culhane, Roger 
Edwards, Gareth Evans, Harold 
Jones, Hywel Jones, Dorinda & 
Lysandra Kostravenglis, Brian 
Roberts, Val Roberts & 
Emrys Wynne

Views expressed by contributors 
are their own and neither 
necessarily reflect those of the 
Association nor those of their 
employer

© March 2019 Ruthin & 
    District Civic Association

&
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By Mark Cleave 
& Peter Daniels
The object of road signs 
and street name plates 
is to guide us to where 
we need to be. We view 
them in passing. 
Though fixed in time 
and space, they are 
also strangely transient, 
insofar as once we 
know where we are, we 
no longer need them, at 
which point the road 
signs become invisible 
to us. They become 
hidden in plain view. 
How often do we walk 

or drive past and simply not see them?

Perhaps it’s time to pay more attention to 
and take more care of some of the more 
eccentric of them. Before, that is, they 
disappear or fade or rust away.

Llanfwrog has two antique waymarkers. 
We say “antique” but we don’t know for 
sure whether they fall within the 
accepted definition of being 100 years 
old. They’re certainly close. 

The first is on the A494 trunk road on 
Mwrog Street, near Duke Stores, 
opposite Lôn Fawr. It was 
decommissioned—with all its 
fingerboards removed—in the early 
1970s, after the road improvement which 
stopped up Lôn Fawr and diverted the 
junction only a matter of yards to its 
west. The fingers themselves once 
directed the pre-sat nav motorist to 
Cerrig, to Corwen and to Ruthin town 
centre. 

Its sister is in Llanfwrog Rural, at 
Galltegfa, at the junction of the B5105 to 
Cerrig and that to Clocaenog. They are 
almost twins. Galltegfa’s retains one of 
its fingerboards, that pointing towards 
Cerrig. About 15 years ago, it was tidied 
up a little. We’d suggest from the width 
of the Cerrig fingerboard that the finger 
itself dates from the 1930s, when road 
numbering became more common and 
the road numbering system had settled 
down. Because it appears over-sized, we 
wonder whether it replaced a narrower 
example. If so, the cast-iron post itself 
could be from the 1920s. 

Both are now superfluous and both are 

in poor condition. A reader has 
suggested that one—or dare we suggest 
both—be restored and we think this an 
excellent idea. After all, there are now 
numerous examples (elsewhere) of such 
signs being refurbished for no other than 
their antique and picturesque value. 
They reflect and are an example of a 
different era. There’s merit in retaining 
them. That at Mwrog Street could 
continue to offer directions to motorists; 
or point to pedestrian destinations: the 
Llanfwrog churches; the town centre; 
and the Llanfwrog centre.

Mwrog Street offers something of 
additional interest, something else that 
we take for granted and rarely actually 
see. 

At the corner of Lôn Fawr and on the 
Park Place are a total of three street 
name plates, in white on blue. They are 
enamelled and, again, represent a 
fashion for such colours and associated 
fonts that have now largely disappeared. 
We don’t know whether the signs pre-
dated the Park Place (we doubt that they 
do) but the Park Place was constructed 
c.1860. The signs themselves went out 
of fashion at about the time of the First 
World War. These three name plates, 
two stating Mwrog Street and one 
Borthyn, are, by now, therefore antiques. 
Their condition is failing but they must be 
preserved. They are joined by a better 
example, towards the top of Record 
Street. 

There is a third curiosity on the highway, 
albeit one that is more modern. In spite 
of it being on one of Ruthin’s busiest 
sections of road, it, too, is invisible. 
When did you last recognise it?

This is an early parking “gateway” sign, 
delineating the start of a zone. You can 
find it on Rhos Street immediately before 
Wernfechan, in the Ruthin-bound 
direction. It meant “no waiting” and is 
from the original 1964 regulations that 
introduced the road sign layouts we now 
have. 

Yellow line waiting zones were marked 
out at their start and finish by gateway 
posts but, in an effort to remove street 

clutter, highways authorities had, by the 
early 1980s, removed them leaving just 
the more discreet yellow rectangle 
plates, which tended to be at the back of 
the footway, visible from parked cars 
rather than while driving on the road. 

In the case of this particular sign, near 
the old Rhos Street schools’ site, the 
double yellow line system’s been 
extended the “wrong” side of the original 
gateway. The vintage roadsign has no 
legal or lawful standing.

With its red rim and single red diagonal  
on a blue background, the road sign is 
now faded and rusted. It has less historic 
merit. But, it isn’t a sign that you would 
see installed on our roads today and, as 
such, is a remnant of days gone by. 
Today, though, a similar design with 
white exception plate beneath informs 
motorists they have entered a controlled 
parking zone.

Finally, here’s a real peculiarity not on 
but literally in the highway. Turn off the 
A494 Wernfechan into Haulfryn and you 
will notice a number of 1960s/1970s 
replacement gully tops. These are grills 
allowing surface water to drain. 

But, look more closely and you’ll see that 
only one is stamped with the a highways 
authority name: and that reads “Flintshire 
County Council”.  

This is odd. 
In spite of 
boundary 
changes, 
Ruthin was 
never in 
Flintshire.  

We reckon 
that when old 
Denbighshire 

and old Flintshire merged in 1974 to form 
Clwyd County Council, stocks of the 
remaining gully tops were also merged 
and muddled. Post-1974, highways’ 
roadmen would simply have used the 
first covers they came across, without 
looking. In its own way this, too, needs 
preserving. 

» If you can update any of the details 
on this page or perhaps offer more 
examples in town—or around—do 
please get in touch (details on p11)

The Galltega fingerpost has found a 
contemporary use: banded & just 
visible bottom right is a 
contemporary Wynne Construction 
sign directing plant to its Clocaenog 
construction site


